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Conventional Signs and Symbols

Introduction
 A map is a representation of the earth or a part of the earth.

Learning objectives
 At the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
 × Understand different signs and symbols
 × Identify the conventional signs and symbols
 × Locate/identify different marks on the given map.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 Geography & History by Harbour Press
 × Pencil, coloured sheet, colours
 ×  Image or Photocopy of Conventional Signs on Pg 5 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed 

on board.

Concept Flow
 1.  How are symbols like the real objects? How are they different? Why do we use symbols? 

(*Symbols are used to represent the features shown on maps).
 2. Tell the children how some objects could be represented by signs and symbols.
 3.  Initially the teacher can take the help of some common signs and symbols that we see on 

the roadside. For example ‘Parking place’ (shown by the letter P), ‘No Parking’ (shown by a 
line cut across the letter P), railway crossing (showing a railway track), toilets (men/women 
figures are drawn) etc.

 4. The teacher can now discuss Pg 5 of Map Practice Book-6

Assessment
 × Assess students based on their coloured sheets
 × Check the correctness of student worksheets.

Project/Home work
 × Signs from Pg 5 of Map Practice Book-6 on their sheet and colour the signs.
 ×  The teacher can ask the students to draw symbols/signs on their sheets and choose their 

own colours and make an index, stating the meaning of the symbols drawn.



4 MAP PRACTICE Teacher Manual 6

The Solar System

Learning objectives
 At the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
 × Identify the planets in the Earth’s solar system. 
 × Know the 8 planets- their order, different sizes and their names.
 × Determine the position of the planets from the sun.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Image of a solar system as on Pg 6 of Map Practice Book-6

Concept Flow
 1.  Talk about the night sky. What kinds of objects do we see in the night sky? What kinds of 

things exist in our galaxy? Begin by drawing a big sun on the board and the Solar System. 
 2. There is a trick to remember the planets in relation to the sun:
  a.  Explain that they can easily remember the names of planets, if they memorize the 

sentence, ‘My Very Eager Mother Just Served Us Noodles’.
  b.  Explain that the first letter of each word in that acronym represents the name of a 

planet in relation to the sun.
 3.  Choose 9 students to “be a planet”. One student is the sun. Give each of the 8 other 

students of piece of cardboard with the name of a planet on it. The students need to 
arrange themselves in a line in the right order. Then they physically move around the sun.

Questions to be asked
 × Where each planet is located in relation to the Earth.
 × What are the names and order of the planets that make up the galaxy we live in?
   (*For example, Saturn has rings, Pluto to be considered a full planet, and Jupiter has a 

famous red spot.)
 × Which planet is closest to the sun? Which planet is the farthest from the sun?
 × Which planets are closest to the Earth? Which is the fourth planet in the solar system?

Project/Home work
 × Each student will open Pg 7 of Map Practice Book-6 and complete the worksheet.
 × Ask students to take out a sheet of paper and answer questions about the planets.

Latitudes and Longitudes
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The Solar System

Learning objectives
students will be able to:
 × Identify locations or city on a map using latitude and longitude.
 × Identify the difference between latitude and longitude.
 × Find countries in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres.

teaching Methods
 Discussions
 Visual instruction

Activity skills:
 Learning and Innovation Skills
 Communication and Collaboration learning by dividing the students into groups

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 Geography & History by Harbour Press
 × Wall map with Lines of Latitude and Longitude as given on Pg. 8 of Map Practice Book-6
 × Ladder- to explain the difference between degrees of latitude and longitude

Concept Flow
 1.  Point out that lines of latitude and longitude which do not actually exist as lines drawn on 

Earth. They are imaginary lines used to communicate the exact location of places on Earth. 
The grid lines are called latitude and longitude. They are measured in degrees.

 2.  Latitude measures the earth horizontally. Longitude measures the earth the long” way 
vertically.

 3.  Using Image of the Ladder: The latitude lines are the rungs and the longitude lines are 
the long sticks that hold these rungs together.

   Just like rungs on a ladder, Latitude lines run east and west and lines of longitude run north 
to south as they are long.

 4.  Explain locations at 0° latitude as Equator. On a Line of Longitude name the location of the 
Prime Meridian (0°). 

 5.  Explain that information on maps that we use on computers and global positioning systems 
(GPS) is all organized by lat/long. 

Ask to mark: 
1. Which lines are lines of latitude? Which are lines of longitude? 
2. For Latitude: Find the equator. For Longitude: Find the Prime Meridian
3. Name the location of some places and ask them to identify the lat/long for those places.

 example:
 Delhi- Lat. - 28.38’ N Long - 77.13 E
 Mumbai- Lat. - 19.07’N Long - 72.54 E
 Delhi- Lat. - 13.08’ N Long - 80.27’ E 

4. Determine which two lines of longitude the city is in between.

Assessment
Assess students based on their understanding of the concepts.

Latitudes and Longitudes
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World- Time Zones Africa–Political

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Understand latitudes and longitudes by identifying locations by degrees.
 × Use  time zones to identify time differences among regions of the world.
 × Learn and use the meanings of a.m. and p.m.
 × Become familiar with a 24-hour universal clock.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 ×  Image of World-Time Zones map as on Pg 10 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on board.

Concept Flow
 1. Explain what a time zone is and describe the reason time zones exists.
 2.  Review longitude and latitude: Explain that there are 360° of longitude (the circumference 

of the Earth) and that there are 24 hours in a day. So 360° / 24 = 15°. Meaning that for each 
15 degrees west of GMT the time on the clock is (-1) and (+1) for each 15 degrees East 
from 0

 3.  First take the longitude and divide it by 15. Add or subtract that answer to the known 
GMT. Example: If the ship is at 30° W, the time is (+2) hours from GMT. (30° / 15 = 2). So 
if the GMT were 3:00, the local time would be 1:00.

 4.  Display differences in time zones, use map to show different hours at different places. For 
example, clock A can show 8 a.m. in Hawaii, Clock B can show 11 a.m. in Los Angles, Clock 
C can show 7 p.m. in London, etc.)

  Example :    What time would it be if the GMT is 4:00 a.m. and your longitude is 45°W?
           45/15 = 3 4:00 – 3 = 1:00 a.m.

Assessment
 × Check, if students were able to read the time zone maps.
 × Were students able to figure out the time/day of specific countries/cities?

Project/Home work
 × Pg 11of Map Practice Book-6. They can refer to Pg 10.
 ×  They can choose their own favourite place in the world and can calculate the time as 

explained above (in tips)
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World- Time Zones Africa–Political

Introduction

  Africa is the second largest continent in the world, the continent of Africa is vast both 
geographically and culturally.

Learning objectives
 At the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
 × Identify the continent of Africa and its location on a world map.
 × List key landmarks and regions within the continent of Africa.

Reinforcement
 Oral questions (Please ask some questions from students) 
 Discussions (Specify some topics for discussion) 

Project/Home work
 ×  Look over the original map on Pg 12 of Map Practice Book-6 and fill in the names of  

countries.
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Asia-PoliticalAntarctica

Introduction

 Antarctica is known as the driest and windiest continent.

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Know the major physical geographic features of Antarctica
 × List key landmarks and regions within the continent of Africa
 × Details on Map Include:
 × Mountain peaks, ice shelves, land regions, and seas.
 × Indicates South Magnetic Pole.
 × Latitude/Longitude lines, Antarctic Circle, Meridian of Greenwich/Date Line.

Concept Flow
 1. Teachers can mention facts about Antarctica:
  a.  This continent is almost completely covered by a thick sheet of ice, over 4 km (over 

13,000 feet) deep in some places! It is the largest single piece of ice in the entire 
world. In fact, about 98% of Antarctica’s surface is covered by ice.

  b.  Greater Antarctica and Lesser Antarctica are divided by the Transantarctic Mountains.
  c.  The highest point in Antarctica is located in the Ellsworth Mountains, part of West 

Antarctica. It is called Vinson Massif and it stands at almost 4,900 meters (about 
16,000 feet).

 2.  An ice shelf is a sheet of ice that sits on top of water (not land) but is connected to land. It 
has: Ross Ice Shelf, Cook Ice Shelf, etc.

Questions to be discussed:
 × Who found Antarctica and when?
 × Which explorer got to the South Pole first?
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Asia-PoliticalAntarctica

Learning objectives
 At the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
 × Learn country names and country locations.
 × Identify countries within that region
 × Discuss physical and cultural characteristics of the region. 

Concept Flow
 1.  Initial instruction: Each continent or other regional area has numerous countries, often 

with a diversity of national cultures and languages. It is important to know where they are 
located.

 2. Ask students:
  a.  working in small groups, to consult the wall map or the Map Practice book 6 on their 

work tables and locate Central Asia and so on.
  b.  to colour the boundaries so that no two countries that share a border have the same 

colour boundary and then name them.
  c.  to compare Pg 16 with their map on Pg 17 to make sure all countries are identified 

and marked.
 3.  To locate and label the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, the Caspian Sea 

and the Aral Sea.

Reinforcement
 Oral questions (Please ask some questions from students)
 Discussions (Specify some topics for discussion)

Assessment
  Assess students according to country names correctly filled on map at Pg 16 of Map Practice 

book 6 with country boundaries shown clearly by distinct colours.

Project/Home work
  Look over the original map on Pg 16 of Map Practice book-6 and fill in the names of the 

countries.
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Europe-PoliticalAustralia-Political

Introduction

  Australia is the only country that is also a continent. Australia is the smallest continent in the 
world and the sixth-largest country in land area.

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
  Identify and label Australia’s major cities, and become familiar with facts about Australia’s 

tourists attractions and culture.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours 
  Image of: Map  pg 18 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on board in your classroom.

Concept Flow
tips for teachers:
 1. Use simple scale, to draw lines to demarcate the boundaries as shown at pg 18. 
 2.  Ask to colour the boundaries so that no two places that share a border have the same 

colour boundary and then name them.
 3. Teachers can mention facts about Australia:
  a. Australia has 6 states and 2 territories included in its mainland.
  b.  Australia has six states, each of which has their own democratic parliament— New 

South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia.
  c.  Australia also has two major mainland territories— the Northern Territory and the 

Australian Capital Territory which contains Australia’s capital city of Canberra. 
  d.  The most populous states are Victoria and New South Wales, which are home to 

Australia’s two largest cities - Melbourne and Sydney.

Assessment
 × Assess students according to the neatness for drawing lines to demarcate boundaries
 × Correctly filled names with distinct colours.
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Europe-PoliticalAustralia-Political

Introduction

  Europe is the sixth largest continent in size and the third largest in population.
 Economically, it comprises of a larger number of developed countries than any other continent. 

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × List and identify the countries that make up Europe
 × Outline key landmarks in the geography of Europe

teaching Aids

  Map of Europe at Pg 20 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on blackboard/soft board in 
your classroom.

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours

skills
  Ask students to colour the places on map given on Pg 21 of Map Practice Book-6 so that no 

two places that share a border have the same colour boundary and then name them.

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts about Europe:
 a.  The continent of Europe is divided into 50 countries, there are several countries that have 

territory in both Europe and Asia- Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Russia are 
considered with portions of their countries on multiple continents.

 b.  Europe is bounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the West, Scandinavia to the North, Russia to 
the East and the Mediterranean to the South.

 c.  Bordering Bodies of Water: Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Bay of Biscay, North Sea, 
Baltic Sea, Black Sea

 d. The Vatican is Europe’s smallest country and with smallest population.
 e. Germany is Europe’s largest country by population

Assessment
 × Assess students according to correctly filled names with distinct colours.
 × Assess students on the basis of Worksheet attached.

Project/Home work
  Look over the original map on Pg 20 of Map Practice book-6 and fill in the names of the 

countries.
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India–Average Annual RainfallIndia–Advancing Monsoon

Introduction

  Summer monsoons have shaped much of India’s landscape and culture.

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Name various factors which influence the climate of different parts of India
 × Explain the concept of monsoon and the way it is caused

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Newspaper articles
 ×  Image of map given on Pg 12 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 1.  Ask the students if they know what a monsoon is? Write the terms they know about a 

monsoon on the blackboard.
 2.  Teachers can mention facts about India’s Advancing Monsoon  (In case To cut short  3 

point can be completely deleted)
  a.  A complete change in weather is experienced after the inflow of the Southwest 

monsoon into India.
  b. The windward side of the Western Ghats receives more than 250 cm of heavy rainfall.
  c.  The highest average rainfall in the world is received by Mawsynram, lying in the 

Southern range of the Khasi Hills in Meghalaya.
  d. Gujarat and Rajasthan receive scanty rainfall.
 3. Tracking the Monsoon across India: 
   Track and measure progress of the monsoon with the lines on the map at Pg 22 of Map 

Practice Book-6, e.g. Map showing advantages of the monsoon across India.

Assessment
 × Students will be assessed on correctly interpreting data and asking questions about the map.
 × Quiz- Web Quest Challenge
 × Compilation of weather reports on the chart attached
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India–Average Annual RainfallIndia–Advancing Monsoon

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Know the distribution of rainfall annually in different parts of India.
 × Know geographical patterns in rainfall. 
 × Measure the amount of rain that falls

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Newspaper articles 
 × Image of Map  Pg 24 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board
 × Soft board to show a video link

Concept Flow
 1.  Ask the students if they know what a RAINFALL is? Write the terms they know about it 

on the blackboard.
 2. How much does it rain? 
   Children discuss when and how much it rains in their local area, and how people know how 

much it rains.
 3. Teachers can mention facts about rainfall:

Did you Know?
 All rain starts with the sun.
 How it rains
  a.  The sun heats up the air. Warm air rises.
  b. As the air rises, it cools.
  c.  The water vapour held in the air condenses back into water. If the air rises far enough, the 

water vapour might turn into ice crystals.
  d.  If enough condensation occurs, a cloud will form, which is made up of billions and billions 

of little drops of water.
 e.  Eventually the water held in the air becomes too heavy to be held up by rising currents of 

air and it falls to the ground as rain, or snow, if it is really cold.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly DRAWING areas of rainfall in the map given on Pg 

25 from Pg 24 of Map Practice Book-6 and interpreting data correctly
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India–Average Temperature (Winter)India–Average Temperature (Summer)

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Differentiate between the four seasons.
 × Identify the characteristics of summer season.
 × Find out average temperature in different parts of the country.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Newspaper articles
 × Image of Map  Pg 26 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 1. Ask your students if they know what the four seasons are.
 2. List the names of the seasons on the board.
 3. Ask your students the name of the current season.
 4.  Ask your students to describe the current season. Have them elaborate on what the 

weather is like, what people wear, and what people do during the season.
 5. Teachers can mention facts about India’s two seasons:

summer season
 a.  During summers the temperature increases due to Sun’s vertical rays directly reaching 

Tropic of Cancer. 
 b.  Entire India witnesses summers from March to June, while the Northern India experiences 

it from April to July.
 c.  April is the hottest month in most of Southern and Central India while it’s May for Northern 

India.
 d.  By May, most of the Indian interior experiences mean temperatures over 32 °C (90 °F), 

while maximum temperatures often exceed 40 °C (104 °F). While entire India has higher 
temperatures, the higher altitudes or Hill Stations offer relief from heat due to comparatively 
lower temperatures. 
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India–Average Temperature (Winter)India–Average Temperature (Summer)

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Differentiate between the four seasons.
 × Identify the characteristics of winter season.
 × Find out average temperature in different parts of our country.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Newspaper articles
 × Image of Map Pg 28 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link

Concept Flow
 1. Ask your students if they know what the four seasons are.
 2. List the names of the seasons on the board.
 3. Ask your students the name of the current season.
 4.  Ask your students to describe the current season. Have them elaborate on what the 

weather is like, what people wear, and what people do during the season.
 5. Teachers can mention facts about winter season in India:

Winter season
  a.  Winter is the season between autumn and spring. By the end of monsoons the temperature 

falls and it is the coldest season of the year. The season witnesses shortest days and lowest 
average temperatures. 

 b.  The year’s coldest months are December and January. In winters temperatures average 
around 10–15 °C (50–59 °F) in the north-west; temperatures rise towards the equator, 
peaking around 20–25 °C (68–77 °F) in mainland India’s south-east.

 c.  The main cause behind Western disturbances is the prevailing of low pressure near 
Mediterranean Sea. These winds then move towards India.

 d.  These winds cause heavy precipitation towards the Southern Himalayas, in the states of 
Jammu & Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, the two Himalayan states of Assam and 
Sikkim also witness heavy snowfall.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly DRAWING areas of rainfall in the map on Pg 28 & 

Pg 29 of Map Practice Book-6 and interpreting data correctly.
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India–Major Mountains and Hill RangesIndia–Extent and  Surrounding Neighbours

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to know:
 × The size and extent of India
 ×  Locations of India’s neighbours- Names of countries that  share common borders with 

India

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of Map Pg 30 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1. The North-South extent of India is 3,214 Km and the East-West extent is 2,933 Km.
 2. India is located in the Northern hemisphere.
 3. The Tropic of Cancer (23º30’N) passes almost halfway through the country.
 4. From south to north, the mainland of India extends between 8º4’N and 37º6’N latitudes.
 5. From west to east, India extends between 68º7’E and 97º25’E longitudes.

India’s neighbours
 1.  Seven countries that share land boundaries with India are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

China, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan.
 2. Sri Lanka and Maldives are India’s island neighbours in the south.
 3. Sri Lanka is separated from India by the Palk Strait.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking the extent of India on map at Pg 31 of Map 

Practice Book-6 and neatly colouring and labelling the neighbouring countries.
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India–Major Mountains and Hill RangesIndia–Extent and  Surrounding Neighbours

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Know the economic significance of mountains and hills. 
 × Identify the major mountains and hill ranges of India.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 32 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1. Display pictures of landforms, and label them on the board.
 2.  Remind your students that mountains are the highest landform on Earth’s surface, and they 

may be steep and covered with snow or have gentle slopes with a rounded top. Explain that 
a group of mountains is called a mountain range.

 3. Show your students a picture of hills, and explain that these are areas of raised land.
 4.  Tell your students that plateaus are areas of high land that often have steep sides but are 

typically flat or hilly on top.
 5.  Discussion should include the impact of landforms on a community. For example, landforms 

affect where people live and build their communities. Travel routes are often designed 
according to landforms such as mountains.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking and labelling the major mountains and hill 

ranges of India on map at Pg 33 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India–National Parks and Wildlife SanctuariesIndia–Major Rivers and Lakes

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Identify rivers in their country or state
 ×  Learn about famous rivers
 ×  Know some general facts about rivers

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 34 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 1. Define the word river.
 2.  From where does the water you drink come?
  Yes, it probably comes out of a sink faucet, but where was it before that?
 3. Today we are going to learn about different water sources.
 4.  A river is a natural waterway (usually freshwater) that flows toward an ocean, lake, sea or 

another river. 
 5. Discuss general information about rivers.
 6. Locate famous rivers of our country on a map at Pg 34 of Map Practice Book-6.

Assessment
 1.  Students will be assessed on correctly marking and labelling the major rivers and lakes of 

India on map at Pg 35 of Map Practice Book-6
 2. Have students share their completed charts with the class. 

Project/Home work
 Create a chart with few facts about famous rivers of India.
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India–National Parks and Wildlife SanctuariesIndia–Major Rivers and Lakes

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Introduce students to different National Parks in India.
 × Name India’s national parks.
 × Know that each national park is different.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 36 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.

Concept Flow
 1.  Ask students to share what they know about the National Parks. This could be anything 

from the role the Parks play protecting wildlife to the natural wonders. Jot their responses 
on the board.

 2.  The history of why they were established to how they provide shelter for endangered 
species, showcase natural wonders, and more. 

 3.  Discuss about agencies that protect and preserve natural and cultural resources for future 
generations and provide visitors with opportunities for recreation and learning.

 4. In what ways are the parks similar? In what ways are the parks different?
 5. Difference between National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries is given at the end for reference.
 6.  Divide the class into small groups of 4 of 5. Within each group, have students each student 

select a different National Park to research. Students may use approved web sites as well 
as offline resources to conduct their research. Encourage them to research facts such as 
when and why the park was established, where it’s located, its natural features, etc.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking and labelling the National Parks and Wildlife 

Sanctuaries of India on map at Pg 37 of Map Practice Book-6.
 ×  Assess students on the basis of their scrap files/Postcard/story.

Project/Home work
 × Students can identify which national park they would like to go to.
   For the national park you have chosen as your favourite you can find facts/pictures related 

to that park or showing the types of activities you can do in the park in a scrap file.
 × OR Create a postcard, draw a picture of your favourite park and write a message.
 ×  OR Write a short story about one of the parks that you have visited.
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India–PhysicalIndia–Natural Vegetation

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Influence of climate on vegetation
 ×  Learn categorise trees into various vegetation belts
 × Learn types of forests and grasslands

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of Map Pg 38 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.

Concept Flow
 1.  Teachers will encourage the students to talk about various trees in their surroundings and 

their typical characteristics.
 2.  Difference in vegetation found in different parts of India, difference observed by them 

during their visits.
 3.  Describe the various types of vegetation of India.relate the diversities found in natural 

vegetation from place to place.
 4. State the differences found in different types of vegetation
 5. Explain how tropical evergreen forest is different from tropical deciduous forest.
 6. Explain when tropical evergreen forest and tropical deciduous forests had leaves.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly demarcating the areas, colouring and labelling the 

major TYPES OF NATURAL VEGETATION IN India on map at Pg 39 as a similar map on 
Pg 38 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India–PhysicalIndia–Natural Vegetation

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to know about:
 × Topographical features of India.
 × Will help them enhance their knowledge about the physical features of India.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of Map Pg 40 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1.  A physical map of India shows all the physical divisions of the seventh largest country in the world. 
 2. The physical features of India can be divided into six  physiographic forms:
  a. The Himalayan Mountains  b.  The Northern Plains
  c. The Great Indian Desert  d.  The Deccan Plateau
  e. Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats f.  Islands

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the physiographic 

divisions on map at Pg 41 of Map Practice Book-6.
 ×  Worksheet attached
 × Chart paper activity

Project/Home work
Working in pairs, students are going to create their own physical map of India. Use the materials 
mentioned below to show all the different areas and stick them onto their map, fill in the key to show 
which material represents each area of India.
 × Himalayas: White tissue paper
 × Ganges River: Shiny blue paper or wool
 × Thar Desert: Sand
 × Indo-Gangetic Plain: Loose tea
 × Central Plateau: Ridged paper
 × Deccan Plateau: Green tissue paper or leaves
 × Eastern and Western Ghats: Brown tissue paper
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India–Retreating MonsoonIndia–Political

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to know about:
 × All the states and union territories of India along with their capital cities.
 × The governmental boundaries of neighbouring countries.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of Map Pg 42 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

skill
Ask to colour the places on map at Pg 43 Map Practice Book-6 so that no two places that share a 
border have the same colour boundary and then name them

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1.  India is known as the Republic of India and is comprised of a total of 29 states along with 

seven union territories. 
 2.  India is the second most populated country in the world and also the world’s largest 

democracy.
 3.  India is divided into six major zones: East India, West India, North India, South India, North-

east India and Central India. 
 4.  Eastern India includes the states of Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha , West Bengal and a union 

territory Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
 5.  States of western India are Gujarat, Goa and Maharashtra with the Union Territories of 

Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
 6.  The six states of North India are: Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana with union territories of Delhi (National Capital Territory) 
and Chandigarh.

 7.  Southern India covers states like Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana 
with the union territories of Lakshadweep and Puducherry.

 8.  North east India includes the seven sister states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam , Meghalaya, 
Tripura, Mizoram, Manipur and Nagaland.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the states and its 

capitals on map at Pg 43 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India–Retreating MonsoonIndia–Political

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to know about:
 × Various factors which influence the climate of different parts of India.
 × The concept of retreating monsoon and its causes.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Newspaper articles
 × Image of map Pg 44 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1.  Ask the students if they know what a monsoon is? Write the terms they know about a monsoon 

on the blackboard.
 2.  Raise a discussion on the different seasons like What are the four seasons? What activities 

do we do in each season?
 3.  Refer to map showing withdrawal dates of the monsoon across India from the above 

source.
 Teachers can discuss facts with dates like:
  a. October and November are the months of retreating monsoon.
  b.  During this season low monsoon trough becomes weak and is replaced by high 

pressure. Thus, monsoon begins to retreat. By the beginning of October it retreats 
completely from Northern Plains.

  c.  This period is the period of transition from hot rainy season to cold winter season. It 
is marked by clear sky, moist ground and high temperatures giving birth to October 
Heat.

  d.  Low pressure trough shifts to Bay of Bengal. They give rise to cyclonic depressions 
which cause havoc on the eastern coasts-especially the coasts of Odisha, Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu with very strong storms and rains

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly interpreting data and asking/answering questions 

about the map.
 × Compilation of weather report with dates as shown on map at Pg 45 of Map Practice book-6.
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North America–PoliticalLocation of India in the World Map

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Identify the location of India on the World map.
 × Locate the equator, Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn.
 × Identify the countries larger than India in area.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 46 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.

Concept Flow
 Teachers can quote facts like:
 1. Located in South Asia, India is the seventh largest country by area.
 2. India is located in the Northern hemisphere.
 3. The Tropic of Cancer (23º30’N) passes almost halfway through the country.
 4. It is located in both the eastern and northern hemispheres.
 5. Equator does not pass through India. 
 6. Colour and name the countries larger than India as shown on Pg 46.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the India and other 

countries larger than India in area correctly on map at Pg 47as shown on Pg 46 of Map 
Practice Book-6.
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North America–PoliticalLocation of India in the World Map

Introduction

  North America is the third largest of the seven continents.

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Recognise the continent of North America on the world map.
 × Identify the countries within the continent.
 × List key landmarks and countries within the continent of North America.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 48 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on board.

Concept Flow
 1. Have students identify as many North American countries as possible.
 2.  Write down the names of the countries that students were able to identify on the black 

board.
 3. Teachers can mention facts about like:
  a. The continent of North America is located in the Northern Hemisphere.
  b. It is the third largest and the fourth most populous continent.
  c.  The United States, Canada, Mexico and Greenland are the main countries in North 

America.
  d.  Bordering Bodies of Water: Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Gulf of 

Mexico. 
  e.  Lake Superior is the largest fresh water lake in the world by area. It is located on the 

border between the United States and Canada. 
  f. The country of Greenland is the biggest island on the planet. 

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly demarcating the areas, colouring and labelling the 

map at Pg 49 as a similar map on Pg 48 of Map Practice Book-6. 
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World–Continents and OceansSouth America–Political

Introduction

 North America is the third largest of the seven continents.

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Recognise the continent of South America on the world map.
 × Identify the countries within the continent
 × List key landmarks and countries within the continent of South America.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 50 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on board.

Concept Flow
 1. Have students identify as many South American countries as possible.
 2.  Write down the names of the countries that students were able to identify on the black 

board.
 3. Teachers can mention facts like:
  a. The continent of South America is located in the Southern Hemisphere.
  b.  There are twelve independent countries on the continent of South America. These 

include Brazil, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile and more.
  c. It is the fourth largest and fifth most populous continent. 
  d. Bordering Bodies of Water: Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea.
  e. Why is the Panama Canal important?
  f. Largest Country: Brazil. Smallest Country: Surinam.
  g.  Biggest Island: Tierra del Fuego (Spanish meaning: Land of Fire), at the southern tip of 

Argentina and Chile.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly demarcating the areas, colouring and labelling the 

map at Pg 51 as a similar map on Pg 50 of Map Practice Book-6.
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World–Continents and OceansSouth America–Political

Advice:
 To understand Map-1 to Map-20, first teach Map-18 and Map-21.

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Locate the Equator, Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn.
 × Name and identify the seven continents and the five oceans of the world.
 × Locate of all other countries mentioned in the Map Practice Book 6.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 52 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on board.

Concept Flow
 1. Review directions- North, South, East, and West.
 2. Define the terms continent and ocean.
 3.  Sing a song making simple rhyme about continents names and ask them to join in and sing 

with you.
Atlantic Ocean

Indian Ocean

Pacific Ocean

Antarctic Ocean

Ocean

Europe

North
America

South America
Africa

Antarctica

Continent

Australia
Asia Arctic Ocean

Assessment
 ×  Check whether or not groups accurately identified the seven continents and five oceans on 

their “Continents and Oceans of the World” maps.
 ×  Questions can be asked to assess students understanding. Example: Which is the largest 

continent?, etc.

Project/Home work
 ×	To join lines at 0, 231/2 in Northern and Southern hemispheres.
 × Use different pencil colours for each continent.
 × Identify and label a continent or ocean one by one.
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World–Major Plateaus and PlainsWorld–Major Mountain Ranges

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Locate key mountain ranges of the world.
 × Locate the country a mountain range is found in.
 × Identify major mountains of the world.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 54 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.

Concept Flow
 1.  Ask children to think in pair and share the names of as many mountains as they can, 

including which country or continent they are in.
 2. Ask children if they know what a mountain range is, and write it on the board.
 3.  Explain that a mountain range is a group of mountains that lie side by side, with separate 

peaks, but their lower slopes joined to form continuous high land.
 4. Ask children to suggest how they think a mountain range might be formed.
 5. What they learnt about earthquakes and volcanoes in previous years.
   (Revise how the Earth’s crust is split into tectonic plates, which either move away from 

each other or push against each other.
  Ask children to suggest how this might be linked to the formation of mountain ranges.
   Explain that when two tectonic plates push against each other, this can cause a mountain 

range to form, as the crushed rock is forced upwards (although this this takes millions of 
years as it is such a slow process).

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the mountain ranges 

on map at Pg 55 of Map Practice Book-6.
 × Assess on the basis presentation: Children share their presentations with rest of the class.

Project/Home work
  In pairs, ask children to research on one of the major mountain ranges of the world and create 

a brief presentation (e.g. the Rocky Mountains, the Andes, the Himalayas etc or similarities and 
differences between different mountain ranges, etc.)
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World–Major Plateaus and PlainsWorld–Major Mountain Ranges

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × To identify the different landforms of a particular continent.
 × Recognize types of landforms throughout the world.
 × Develop an understanding of mountains, plains, and plateaus.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 56 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.

Concept Flow
 1. Display pictures of landforms, and label them on the board.
 2.  The land on the Earth is not the same everywhere. These different physical features found 

on the surface of the Earth are called landforms. 
 3.  Tell your students that plateaus are areas of high land that often have steep sides but are 

typically flat or hilly on top.
 4. Display an example of plains, informing them that these are large areas of flat land.
 5. Ask students to name any plateaus/plains of the world.
 6.  Discuss: Plains are formed by rivers and their tributaries. In India, the Indo-Gangetic plains 

are the most densely populated regions of the country. Where there is water, there is life.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the plateaus and 

plains on map at Pg 57 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India–Major Archaeological SitesIndia–Major Sites of Indus Valley Civilisation

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Identify and explain the uses of Indus River on a map.
 × Locate and identify the major sites of the Indus Valley Civilization on a map.
 × Identify the geographic features of the Indus Valley.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 58 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 1. What is a civilization? Introduce students to the early civilizations of the ancient world.
 2.  Show the photographs or presentations from ancient civilizations that illustrate aspects of 

life as it was lived in ancient times. 
 3.  Map on Pg 58 of Map Practice book 6 shows the major geographical features and the most 

important sites of the Indus Valley Civilization.
 4. Why did people decide to settle in the Indus Valley, in those particular sites?
  River- fertile surrounding land for farming, fishing, travel & trade, personal hygiene.
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1.  The Indus Valley Civilization prospered around 4700 years ago. The cities of that period 

flourished mainly in the valley of the river Indus. Hence, it was called the Indus Valley 
Civilization.

 2.  The Indus Valley people lived from 3500 to 1700 BCE in the Indus Valley in modern day 
Pakistan and India and other countries of the region.

 3.  Agricultural wealth led to the rise of a complex civilization in the Indus Valley. 
 4.  The people of this region developed a sophisticated and technologically advanced urban 

culture.  There is archaeological evidence of urban planning, a system of uniform weights 
and measures, city wide drainage systems in the settlements and knowledge of metallurgy. 

 5. The prosperous Harappan culture lasted for about 800 years.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the map at Pg 73 as 

shown on Pg 72 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India–Major Archaeological SitesIndia–Major Sites of Indus Valley Civilisation

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 ×  Share the importance of their past. Connect this importance with why human past is 

important.
 ×  Interpret artefacts from different time periods to simulate how archaeologists learn about 

people of the past.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of Map Pg 60 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1.  How do we know about these people? Archaeologists have found tools of stone, wood and 

bone of which stone tools have survived best.
 2. Differences and similarities between the lives of hunters and farmers
 3. Nomadic v/s Settled life
 4. Tools used by the Stone Age people
 5. Palaeolithic Age v/s Neolithic Age
 6.  The common simple (one piece) and composite (made of more than one thing) tools that 

we use today.
 7. Challenges faced by hunters
 For Teacher’s Reference:
 Periods
 1. The Palaeolithic Period extends from 2 million years ago to about 12,000 years ago.
  a. It is divided into Lower, Middle and Upper Palaeolithic periods.
  b. This long span of time covers 99% of human history and importance of stone tools.
 2.  The period when we find environmental changes, beginning about 12,000 years ago till 

about 10,000 years ago is called the Mesolithic (Middle Stone) Period:
  a.  Stone tools found during this period are generally tiny, and are called Microliths. Microliths 

were stuck onto handles of bone or wood to make tools such as saws and sickles. 
  b. At the same time, older varieties of tools continued to be in use.
 3. The next stage from about 10,000 years ago, is known as the Neolithic Age.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the map at Pg 61 as 

shown on Pg 58 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India–The Mahajanapadas

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Get the knowledge about the historical states.
 × Know how the states were divided.
 Skills: Students identify where these states were located.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 62 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Ask students:
 Q:   How many states do we have in India?
 Ans. 29 states
 Q:   Why our country is divided in different states? 
 Ans.  For better administration, also in ancient times in 6 BC our country was divided into 

different states and were called Janapadas and Mahajanapadas. 
 Teachers can mention facts like:
	 1.	 	Mahājanapada	literally	means	“great	realm”,	from	maha,	“great”,			Janapada	means	“foothold	

of a tribe”, “country”
 2.  The major realms or polities of the Indian subcontinent in the Vedic Period (Iron Age), the 

Mahajanapada period could be classified as the period between 800-600 BCE.
 3.  Prior to the rise of Buddhism in India, 16 great powers and republics thrived in the north-

western/northern parts of India.
 4.  In the modern era the term ‘mahajanapadas’ is often used to refer the 16 great kingdoms: 

Kasi, Kosala, Anga, Magadha, Vajji or Vriji, Malla, Chedi or Cheti, Vamsa or Vatsa, Kuru, 
Panchala, Machcha or Matsya, Surasena, Assaka or Ashmaka.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the map at Pg 67 as 

shown on Pg 66 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India–Under Chandragupta Maurya (321-297 BCE)India–The Mahajanapadas

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Know the reason of rise of Mauryan Empire.
 × Identify the boundaries and cities where he ruled.
 Skills: Students identify where these states were located.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 64 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
Ask questions like:
 1.  What do they know about Chandragupta, Chanakya, Ashoka….? Jot down on the 

blackboard.
 2. Who was Chandragupta Maurya?
 Chandragupta Maurya (reign: 321–298 BCE) was the founder of the Mauryan Empire in ancient India. 
... His grandson was emperor Ashoka, famous for his historic pillars and for his role in spreading 
Buddhism outside ancient India.
Introduction:
 1.  India unified as a single entity for the first time under the rule of the great emperor 

Chandragupta Maurya (340 BC – 298 BC). 
 2.  Before his rule most of the south Asia was divided into small states whereas Gangetic Plains 

were ruled by the Nanda Dynasty. 
 3.  Chandragupta Maurya by conquering most of the Indian subcontinent gave political unity to 

India and laid the foundation of Mauryan Empire.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the map at Pg 69 as 

shown on Pg 68 of Map Practice Book-6.
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India under Emperor Ashoka (273-232 BCE) India–Post-Mauryan Period

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Know the reason of rise of Mauryan Empire.
 × Identify the boundaries and cities where he ruled.
 × Know the expansion of places and Ashoka’s rise to power.
 Skills: Students identify where these states were located.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 70 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Ask questions like:
 What is the animal on the rupee note? (show the note)
  Click here to see a picture of a fifty rupee currency note. (+ pic. 

if possible)
  The picture on the left is the actual stone carving on which the 

National Emblem is based.  It is called the ‘Lion Capital’ and 
rested on top of a tall pillar. It was built in the third century BCE 
by Emperor Ashoka at Sarnath, near modern day Varanasi, to 
mark the spot where the Buddha gave his first sermon.

  The wheel from the circular base, the ‘Ashoka Chakra’, today is 
part of the national flag of the Republic of India.

Introduction:
 1.  The greatest ruler known to Indian history is Ashoka, the Great. His empire was founded 

by Chandragupta Maurya, who was the grandfather of Ashoka, more than 2300 years ago.
 2.  The Mauryas were comprised of three major rulers known for their attributes – 

Chandragupta, his son Bindusara and Bindusara’s son, Ashoka.

Assessment
 ×  Students will be assessed on correctly marking, colouring and labelling the map at Pg 71 as 

shown on Pg 70 of Map Practice Book-6.

Project/Home work
 × Design a drawing or a model of a modern pillar on which these edicts would be written.
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India under Emperor Ashoka (273-232 BCE) India–Post-Mauryan Period

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Know the reasons of fall of the Mauryan Empire.
 × Identify the boundaries and cities of rise of other empires after the Mauryan Empire.
 Skills: Students identify where these states were located.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 60 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1.  After the decline of the Mauryan Empire, north-west India was constantly under attack 

from various invaders from Central and West Asia. The Sakas (also written Shakas), invaded 
northwest India in the first century BC onwards.

 2. The Greeks, the Parthians, the Sakas and the Kushanas ruled the north-west frontier. 
 3.  In the trans-Vindhyan India a new power was rising under the Satavahanas. The Satavahana 

rule Lasted for nearly three hundred years. Together with these kingdoms a large number 
indigenous states also flourished in northern India.

 4.  The Saka Empire started declining after their defeat at the hands of the Satavahana Emperor 
Gautamiputra Satakarni.

 5.  Kanishka considered the greatest Kushana king and also a great king of ancient India. Son of 
Vima Kadphises.

  a.  His kingdom included Afghanistan, parts of Sindhu, parts of Parthia, Punjab, Kashmir, 
parts of Magadha (including Pataliputra), Malwa, Benaras, perhaps parts of Bengal, 
Khotan, Kashgar, Yarkhand (last three in modern China). His empire covered 
Gandhara, Peshawar, Oudh, Pataliputra, Kashmir and Mathura. His kingdom also 
included parts of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
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India–The Gupta Period (400 CE) India–The Empire of Harshavardhana

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Know the rise and expansion of the Gupta Empire.
 × Identify key leaders and their role in the Gupta Dynasty.
 × Describe the ‘Golden Age’ of the Gupta Dynasty.
 Skills: Students identify where these states were located.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 70 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Ask students:
  What do you think a Golden Age is for a society? What would life be like during a Golden Age 

in a particular place? Why the Gupta Period is also known as the Golden Age in the history of 
India?

  A Golden Age is a period of overall peace and prosperity.This period also witnessed 
developments in the fields of science & technology, art and literature. Due to this, the Gupta 
Period is also known as the Golden Age in the history of India.

 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1. The ruling dynasty of the empire was founded by Chandragupta I.
 2.  Samudragupta expanded the empire from the Indus River to the Bay of Bengal, and up into 

the northern mountains. 
 3. Chandragupta II made the empire secured, and encouraged trade. 
 4.  The 5th century CE Sanskrit poet Kalidasa credits the Guptas with having conquered 

about twenty-one kingdoms, both in and outside India, including the kingdoms of Parasikas, 
the Hunas, the Kambojas, tribes located in the west and east Oxus valleys, the Kinnaras, 
Kiratas, and others. Kalidas composed most of his poetry in the reign of Kumargupta.

 5.  Empire began to collapse under pressure from invading Huns.
 6.  The Gupta dynasty ended when the last emperor Shashankgupta died.
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India–The Gupta Period (400 CE) India–The Empire of Harshavardhana

Learning objectives
 Students will be able to:
 × Identify the boundaries and cities where he ruled.
 × Know the expansion of places and Harshvardhana’s rise to power.
 Skills: Students identify where these states were located.

teaching Aids

 × Map Practice Book-6 by Harbour Press
 × Pencil colours
 × Image of map Pg 72 of Map Practice Book-6 to be displayed on black board/soft board.
 × Soft board to show a video link.

Concept Flow
 Teachers can mention facts like:
 1.  Harshavardhana ruled 1400 years ago. His biography was written in Sanskrit by his court 

poet Banabhatta named Harshacharita. His capital was at Kannauj.
 2. Xuan Zang also lived in the court of Harshavardhana and left a detailed account about him.
 3.  Harsha was not the eldest son, but became king of Thanesar after both his father and elder 

brother died.
 4.  His brother-in-law was the ruler of Kannauj and he was killed by the ruler of Bengal. Harsha 

took over the kingdom of Kannauj and then led an army against the ruler of Bengal.
 5.  Although he was successful in the east and conquered both Magadha and Bengal, he was not 

as successful elsewhere.
 6. He tried to enter Deccan but was stopped by Pulakeshin II of the Chalukya dynasty.


