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Answers of Practice Paper 6 

Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 
1. Earlier in this scene, Jessica says that she is never in a happy mood when she hears 

music. To this Lorenzo says that this is because her soul pays keen attention to the 
music. He further gives an example of a wild herd of young, untrained colts that leap 
around like they mad, roaring and neighing loudly. They do so because it is in their 
blood. But on hearing a trumpet’s sound they all stand still. Sweet music makes them 
peaceful. 

 
2. The poet Ovid, in one of his poems, wrote about the great musician Orpheus who could 

make trees, stones and rivers move and draw them towards him by his sweet power of 
music. Lorenzo adds to this by saying that there is nothing in this world which is so 
stubborn or fierce, that music cannot change its nature even for some time. A person 
who does not have music in himself is fit for nothing but treachery, plots and 
destruction. 
 

3. Shylock, Jessica’s father also hates music. We come to know this in Act II- Scene 5 
when Shylock warns Jessica to close the ears, by which he meant windows, of his 
house. 
He hated the sound of different instruments played during masques so he did not want 
the sound of the fife to enter his house. He calls music as the ‘vile squealing of wry 
necked fife’ and ‘shallow foppery’. This clearly shows that he hates music. He warns 
her by saying that such people who dislike music are untrustworthy. 

 
4. Lorenzo tells Jessica that men who do not like music and harmonious melodies are 

only fit for treason, violence and pillage. The motions of their spirit are as dull as nights 
and their affections are as dark as Erebus and no such man should be trusted. 

 
5. Later in the scene, Portia listens to music and immediately recognizes it as her own 

home’s music. She comments that it sounds much better at night than by day. To this 
Nerissa says that it is silence that imparts this sweet quality of the music. 
Moreover, Portia says that the crow and the lark seem to be singing with the same 
melody when neither is being listened to. And if the nightingale sings at daytime along 
with the cackling geese, then people would not appreciate its music at all. She further 
says that there are many things that are perceived at their highest perfection by the 
mere fact of their having perceived at the appropriate time. 

Answer 2. 

1. The Prince of Arragon was enjoin’d  by oath to three things before choosing the casket. 
Firstly, he would never reveal to anyone about his choice of caskets. Next, if he would 
fail to choose the right casket then he would never ever talk to any other lady in way of  
marriage. Lastly, if he fails to choose correctly, he would leave immediately without any 
questions. 
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2. Before making the choice of caskets, the Prince of Arragon reads and scrutinizes the 
writings on them. On reading the inscription on gold he says that the words ‘many men’ 
could also indicate to the fool majority who are so slow-witted and have so little wisdom 
that they judge only by outward appearances and get easily deceived. He compares 
such people to the martlet who foolishly builds its nest on the outside and then gets 
destroyed during storms and hence he refuses to chose the gold casket. He does not 
choose lead as he considers it very dull and base and he says that lead should 
become more appealing for Arragon to choose it. 

 
3. In the above lines, Prince of Arragon wishes that if estates, degrees and high-level 

officers were not obtained dishonestly and that the pure honour would not be 
purchased by the merit of the person who deserves it then there would be many who 
should cover would stand bare and many who commanded would take command. 
Moreover there would be many those who belong to the lower class could be picked 
out from the true sons of nobility. 

 
4. The Prince of Arragon chooses the silver casket. His choice of the silver casket tells  

us about his vanity and arrogance. Silver stands for conceit, vanity and self-deception 
which also reflect the three traits of Arragon’s personality. He himself thinks that 
he deserves Portia and will find her portrait in the casket. He considers silver as a  
treasure house and feels that he is the one who deserves her rightfully. 

 
5. In the silver casket that he chooses, the Prince of Arragon found a portrait of a blinking 

idiot along with a scroll. He asks himself in disgust whether he deserved nothing but a 
fool’s head. He wonders if that is his only prize and are his deserts no better. 
He immediately remembers the Oath he had taken and accordingly leaves at that very 
instant without talking or asking any answers. 

Answer 3. 
1. Bassanio says that Antonio is aware of his estate , his finanacial condition which has 

been disabled as he has been too spendthrift in his life . He does not complain to have 
cut off from his luxurious lifestyle but now he wants to comfortably come out of his 
debts and he has a plan to come out of his debts. Antonio says that if his plan is as 
honourable as him , his entire wealth is at Bassanio’s service. 

 
2. Bassanio quotes his childhood experiment when he lost a shaft he would shoot another 

in the same self way and the same direction and thus by risking both he would often 
find both .He tells this to get one more loan to furnish him to Belmont. 

 
3. To woo Portia and to hold a rival place with all the suitors. Portia was fairer than the 

word fair, had wonderous virtues and many a jasons came in quest of her. She has 
golden sunny locks which made her seat in Belmont colchis stand. 

4. From Shylock, the jew. He hates Antonio because he was a Christian and he looked 
like a fawning publican. He wishes to catch him once upon the hip to feed fat the 
ancient grudge he bore against him. 
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5. Bassanio says that in Belmont was a lady richly left her name was Portia. Bassanio 
compares Portia to Portia in Julius Caesar, who was the daughter of Cato, a Roman 
Statesman and she was the wife of Brutus a brave Roman General and the conspirator 
against Julius Caesar. Her reputation is well known and suitors from all round the world 
are going to Belmont to seek her hand in marriage. Portia’s bright sunny locks(hair) 
look like the golden fleece which Jason went to seek in the dangerous voyage to 
Colchos. Bassanio says that if only he had the means to become a rival with these 
suitors then his insight foretells that this would be a profitable venture without doubt. 

Section B – Poetry 

Answer 4. 

1. The athletes had come for ‘Special Olympics’, meant for differently-abled persons. 
They were determined to win the hundred yard dash. The spectators gathered around 
the field to cheer and encourage the contestants. As the last and final race was about 
to begin, excitement was running high in both, the spectators as well as the 
contestants. 

 
2. When the loudspeaker called out the names of the runners, nine resolved athletes 

stood on the standing line. Blocks were lined up for all those who could use them. They 
were determined to win the hundred yard dash. All the nine contestants were differently 
abled and resolved and determined to win the prestigious race. 

 
3. When the signal was given and the pistol shot was heard, the participants moved fast. 

They run as fast as they could have ever. One contestant who was weaker, could not 
run his legs gave in and he fell on the track. The remaining eight contestants stopped 
and looked back at their fallen companion. They were expected not to stop but 
continue the race. But, they did what no competitor had ever done. One by one they 
turned around and came back to the fallen athlete. They lifted him (a mere boy) to his 
feet. Looking at the fallen contestant, they all realize the anguish of the fallen man and 
so they knew what to do. Their gesture of lifting the lad to his feet is praiseworthy. 

 
4. Being an athlete his dream was to win a medal in the Olympics. However, when he fell 

down on his knees, to the ground, he felt as if all his dreams and efforts of winning the 
medal for broken and destroyed and his dreams dashed in air. He had trained hard but 
did not get the opportunity to show his talent. It finished his chances of winning the 
race- something he had been looking forward to for along time. It is an allusion to the 
extraordinary act of empathy. The name of the poem is ‘Nine Gold Medal’ and it is 
written by David Roth. 

 
5. When the young boy was brought to his feet, all the nine athletes joined hands and 

walked to the finishing line together. In other words, the contestants walked the 
distance of hundred yards (which was to be run) at the speed of the contestant who 
has fallen down. Eventually, the race that was meant for running was then reduced to a 
walk. It was indeed a special one. The poet emphasizes the special significance of the 
‘Special Olympics’ By revealing the contestants rare act of true sportsmanship where 
the race ended and each participant was awarded a gold medal. The contestants must 
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have felt happy and united, when they reached the finish line still ‘holding hands’. The 
words “nine beaming faces” tell us how happy they were. The contestants get a 
standing ovation by the spectators, which made them feel proud of what they had 
done. The contestants in the end were happy not simply because they had won the 
gold medal, they were proud of being a united group who stood by each other, 
understood each other's problems and helped each other even at the cost of winning 
gold medal. For this group of contestants it was more important to empathize with and 
help each other than to win an individual prize. 

Answer 5. 

1. The speaker of the poem is a patriot, who narrates the story of his Golden past. He 
recalls the day, when a year ago he was given a grand hero's welcome, on his arrival in 
the town. He was acknowledged as god like, by the public. Those people had thrown 
roses and myrtles in his path. He was awarded a warm welcome on his return after a 
glorious victory. They were momentarily swayed by him to an extent that even if he had 
asked for the Sun they would have offered him the same. They would have him what 
else he desired. 

 
2. Here the word ‘harvest’ refers to the patriot’s deeds and consequences have been 

referred to as reaping. 
The speaker is distraught at the thought that after all what he had done for the people, 
he was reprimanded. It was the speaker who went ahead to do every possible thing in 
public’s best interest but now he feels dejected at his harvest (reward). His debts have 
converted him from a hero to a condemned traitor. 

 
3. The patriot saw that there is nobody on the house-tops now except a few, suffering 

from palsy.  
 
4. The Patriot is being taken to the scaffold to be executed for his years misdeeds. His 

wrist gets cut by the rope used to tie his hands behind. While the patriot is being led to 
the gallows, he feels that his forehead is bleeding. It is due to the stones hurled at him 
by some callous and cruel fellows. They hurled stones to show their resentment for the 
so-called misdeeds done by him during the year. 

 
5. The Patriot feels safe in the hands of God. Even though the world thinks that The 

Patriot has done something wrong he knows he has done everything he could. This is 
not the end. He hopes that since he did not receive the reward for the work he had 
done in this world, he will be rewarded by God. He knows that he has to answer only to 
God not the fickle public he feels safer with God rather than with the public, the poet 
belives in the institution of God and feels that God is in heaven and all is right with the 
world. The name of the poet is Robert Browning. 

 

Answer 6. 
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1. The phrase ‘forlorn group’ throws light on the sad irony that although six people are 
sitting together in group they are lonely (forlorn). Each one of them lack warmth in 
human relations and bear prejudices against one another making them forlorn. Each of 
these six people represent the entire human race. Each one them possesses a log of 
wood. 

 
2. The first person was a woman and was not ready to renounce her stick of wood to 

keep the fire burning because she had noticed that one of them was black. She did not 
want to save the black. Thus, she acted out to her racial prejudice. The poor man in 
tattered clothes is not generous but ‘jealous’. He thought it would be unjust to give what 
little he had to help those who had more than him. Hence he held his stick back. 

 
3. The rich consider the poor as ‘lazy shiftless’, i.e. lacking any ambition and energy. The 

rich man is preoccupied with the thoughts of his wealth which he wants to keep away 
from the undeserving lazy poor people.  
By this it showed that he was ruled by his greed and stinginess. 
 

4. The poem is set in Ohio, a place where the blacks were simply hated and ignored by 
the whites. In the times the poem refers to, there was a law which prohibited the blacks 
from appearing in public after the dark. 
Since the black man was discriminated based on colour by the whites he held 
prejudices against them. 
The black man seemed to have suffered many atrocities at the hands of whites. His 
face itself showed how revengeful he was. 
As the fire was dying, he thought he had the chance to hurt the white people by 
keeping his stick with him. He clearly suffered from the vice of spite. 
 

5. The poem shows that each man in the unlucky group holds on his stick which should 
have been given to the dying fire. Had they given up their sticks- their sins- to be 
consumed by purifying fire, they might have survived, or might have gone to the other 
world without the burdens of their sins. But they preferred to die with their sins in their 
minds.  
The poem “The Cold Within” by James Patrick Kinney gives us a message or warning. 
It refers to the lack of feelings or hatred for others, which is nothing short of a cardinal 
sin. Many of us develop this coldness in our hearts out of some prejudice. 

Section C – Prose 

Answer 7. 

1. It is said that the crocodile was born perhaps a hundred years ago. However, it was 
very active even before the sun had hatched him in a sand bank he had broken his 
shell and got his head out to look around. It is said that he was ready to snap at 
anything before he was even fully hatched. And from that day, he had at once made for 
water and was ready to fend for himself immediately. 
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2. The young crocodile has prospered by catching all the food he needed and storing it till 
putrid in holes in the bank. Moreover the tepid water where it lined had plenty of rotted 
food which helped him to grow to a great length. 
The big crocodile fed mainly on fish, but also on deer and monkeys that came to drink 
and perhaps a duck or two. But sometimes it even fed on pi-dogs full of parasites or a 
skeleton cow. Sometimes he went down to the burning ghats and found the half burned 
bodies of Indians which were cast into the streams. 

 
3. Sibia belonged to a shrill noisy village above the ford. She came out of a mud house 

which was the same colour as that of the ground. She was a thin starveling little girl 
who was dressed in an earth colored rag. She had torn the rag in two to make skirt and 
sari. 
Sibia was eating the last of her meal which was chapatti wrapped round a smear of 
green chilli and rancid butter. She had divided this too, to make it seem more. 

 
4. Sibia was a thin little girl who had white teeth, ebony hair and great eyes. Her skin was 

the colour of oiled brown cream. She was a happy immature child-woman about twelve 
years old. She was barefoot and often goosey-cold on a winter morning and born to 
foil. 

 
5. The author of “The Blue Bead” is Norah Burke.  

Sibia was a courageous and adventurous girl. Even after being the heroine of such an 
adventurous and life threatening battle with the crocodile, the only detail that she 
considered important to tell her mother was that she found a blue bead for her 
necklace. This immediately reveals that though she had accepted her poor condition, 
deep in her heart, she wished to have the ‘wonders of the world’.  

Answer 8. 

1. The grandmother came in the vision of little girl. When the matches flared up with a 
blaze it was brighter than broad daylight. Her grandmother seemed more beautiful and 
stately than before. The little girl requested her grandmother to accompany her. 
She took the little girl in her arms and flew with her high towards heaven, towards glory 
and joy. Now, she knew neither cold, hunger nor fear for they were both with God. 
Death came to her as a welcome relief from the cold, it rendered her warmth and love 
which she had been longing for. She was happy to be in the other world and be one 
with her grandmother and God. It reflects that the little girl struggled throughout her 
existence and got relief from the pain through divine redemption.  

 
2. She took the little girl in her arms and flew with her high towards heaven, towards glory 

and joy. Now, she knew neither cold, hunger nor fear for they were both with God. 
 
3. When the little girl lighted a match it spluttered and burnt. It had a warm bright flame 

like a tiny candle when she held her hand over it. However it seemed to be very 
strange as it seemed to the little girl that she was sitting in front of a great iron stove 
with polished brass knobs and brass ornaments. She felt wonderful as the fire burnt 
beautifully and gave lovely warmth. 
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4. When she struck another match it burnt clearly and when the light fell upon the wall, 
bricks became transparent, like gauze.  She could see right into the room, where a 
shining white cloth was spread on the table. It was covered with beautiful chinaware 
and in the centre of it stood a roast goose stuffed with prunes and apples which 
seemed to be steaming deliciously. And to her surprise the goose seem to hop down 
from the dish waddled across the floor with carving knife and fork in its back, it waddled 
straight up to the poor child. 
It shows the need of a poor hungry child to partake in such a delicious meal, which only 
the rich could enjoy. This vision addresses how hungry the small girl was and if she did 
not freeze, she would surely have died of starvation. 

 
5. The basic needs of the girl were food, clothing, a warm shelter, love and affection 

which her life was devoid of. When she visualizes the iron stove, she carves for warmth 
in the cold winter. Her vision of the roasted goose shows how hungry she was. Her 
vision of Christmas tree shows how she yearned for celebration and happiness in her 
life and finally her vision of her grandmother shows she craved for love and affection. 

Answer 9. 
1. A poor woman, a single mother of three, who was a drunkard and hated by nearly 

everyone in her village, had died of intoxication, right in front of her three children.  
She had fallen upon the threshold of her own door in a drunken fit and died in the 
presence of her frightened little ones. After the death of their mother, the three children 
could not be left to starve. John, the oldest, a boy of twelve, was a stout lad able to 
earn his living with any farmer. So, Farmer Jone’s said that he would take John and do 
well by him. Kate who was between ten and eleven was bright, active girl, out of whom 
something clever could be made, so, Mrs. Ellis, who had been looking out for a bound 
girl, concluded that she would be charitable and take Kate, even though she was too 
young to be much of use. However, for poor little Maggie who was the youngest and 
was hopelessly diseased, nobody wanted a bedridden child. She would be put in the 
poor house. 

 
2. The little girl burnt the whole bundle of matches quickly to realise of the vision of her 

grandmother and to make sure the light stayed on. A shining light through the little 
chamber windows was the first object that attracted Joe's attention on turning towards 
the house, it was a good omen. The path led him by the windows and he paused to 
look inside. He saw that Maggie lay upon a raised pillow with lamp shining full up on 
her face and talking to Mrs Thompson. He saw that her eyes were intently fixed upon 
his wife and now and then answers came from her lips that expressed her sadness and 
tenderness but he saw nothing of bitterness or pain. This sight relieved him and he 
heaved a sigh of relief as if a weight lifted itself from his heart. 

 
3. Mrs. Joe Thompson was childless. She was not a woman of saintly temper, nor much 

was given by her to the self-denial for others’ good. Joe was well aware of his wife's 
bitter nature and he had well-grounded doubts touching the manner of greeting he 
would receive on his arrival at home with Maggie. When Joe brings Maggie home in his 
arms his wife Jane is enraged to find that he has brought a ‘sick brat’ into her home. 
Joe begs his wife to treat her kindly. He tells her to think of her dead mother and the 
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loneliness, the pain and the sorrow that must be on all her coming life. He refers to the 
Bible to soften her heart and says, I read in the Bible sometimes and find that much is 
said about little children, how the Savior rebuked the disciples who would not receive 
them and how he took them up in his arms and blessed them and how he said that 
whosoever give them even a cup of cold water should not go unrewarded. He warns 
his wife to be kind and caring to Maggie. This probably had the desired effect on her. 
While Joe is out at work his wife spent the day with Maggie and develops compassion 
for Maggie. Soon she grows fond of Maggie. She ends up keeping Maggie who 
becomes a blessing for both of them. Before Maggie comes into their life their life had 
been dark, dull and miserable. Since Mrs Thomson had nothing to love and care for 
she had become irritable and ill-tempered. Now the sweetness of the sick child looking 
ever to her in love patience and gratitude was like honey to her soul and she carried 
her in her heart as well as in her arms as a precious burden. Maggie proved to be an 
angel in disguise. Mrs Thompson has understood the true meaning of compassion, 
kindness and love. For Joe Thompson an angel had come into his house disguised as 
a sick, helpless and miserable child and filled all its dreary chambers with the sunshine 
of love. Thus, the writer tries to convey that not only does Maggie need the care of 
another to survive but Mrs Thompson also had Maggie to extend her care and love, to 
live a happy purposeful life.  
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Answers of Practice Paper 7 
Section A – Drama 

Answer  1. 

1. ‘You’ is being referred to Bassanio who chose the lead casket and eventually won  
Portia. This poetry was found on a scroll which was contained in the lead casket.  
Along with it, Bassanio found fair Portia’s counterfeit. 
 

2. Bassanio had to choose from three caskets: gold, silver and lead. On seeing the 
inscription on gold casket Bassanio remarks that the outward shows be least 
themselves, the world is still deceived with ornament. He means to say that looks are 
deceptive and can cheat or fool a person. He gives the example of a lawyer whose 
graceful voice and cover the criminal instead of punishing him. He also gives the 
example of people who wear beards like Hercules and Mars and portray themselves to 
be their likes but inwardly they have white livers. On seeing the silver casket he says 
that it was pale and a common drudge between man and man. 
 

3. Before Bassanio, it was the prince of Morocco who chose the gold casket and the 
prince of Aaragon, who chose the silver casket. The prince of Morocco said that a  
base metal like lead could not contain the portrait of Portia and moreover he was of  
the opinion that a golden mind stoops not to shows of dross. The prince of Aaragon  
also said that lead was too lowly and worthless. The Moroccan prince found a skull  
with a scroll in one of it’s eye sockets. The prince of Aaragon found the portrait  
of an blinking idiot and a scroll in the silver casket. 
 

4. In the law, Bassanio says what plea is so tainted and corrupt but being seasoned with a 
gracious voice, obscures the show of evil. In religion, what damned error but some sober 
brow, a priest will bless the criminal and approve his sin with a text and hide the 
grossness with fair ornament. For cowards, Bassanio says that there are cowards whose 
hearts are as false as stairs of sand yet they wear upon their chins the beards of 
Hercules and frowning Mars. Thus people says that worlds choice gets influenced by 
views. 
 

5. Bassanio is a spendthrift yet loyal and romantic man. His debts and financial state, and 
constant asking of money from Antonio show his spendthrift nature. Bassanio is however 
a true romantic. He borrows money from Antonio just so that he can go to Belmont, and 
properly present himself as a suitor to woo Portia. His loyalty to both Portia and Antonio 
is shown in the play. Upon hearing of Antonio‘s state when shylock is going to have the 
bond forfeit, Bassanio immediately rushes to Venice to see Antonio. Bassanio is also 
very loyal to Portia as shown by the ring episode. 

Answer 2. 

1. The reference to Jacob refers to the story of when Jacob was guarding his uncle’s 
sheep. As payment, Jacob’s uncle promised him all ewes’s and rams born with either 
spots or stripes. Eventually Jacob made all the sheep look at wooden planks which 
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showed sunrays in stripes, causing to give birth to striped sheep. Shylock makes this 
reference to show that one can make money by being clever. Shylock says that making 
thrift is not a crime unless you steal it. 

 
2. Yes, I do believe Antonio has reason to beware of Shylock’s false appearance.  

Antonio knows much how he has mistreated Shylock. He also knows that Jews hate 
the Christians. Putting this together, he must know that Shylock has some evil, 
vengeful plan behind his false appearance and show of friendship. 

 
3. Antonio and Bassanio approached Shylock to borrow three thousand ducats. Bassanio 

requires that amount so that he could go to Belmont and present himself as a suitor for 
Portia, but Antonio did not have that amount at hand, so he tells Bassanio to go to 
Venice and get loan on his name. 
Antonio is a good friend to Bassanio. He has lent money to Bassanio on numerous 
occasions if Bassanio does not pay it back. He is also willing to borrow money from his 
enemy, Shylock, for Bassanio’s sake, and later puts his life at risk for it. 

 
4. Antonio has mistreated Shylock many times he has insulted him and his religion in front 

of his friends and called him a dog or cur. He has spat on him and kicked Shylock at 
Rialto. Antonio also hates the Jewish race that Shylock belongs to and lowered the rate 
of interest in Venice by lending money free of any interest. 

 
5. I think the clause was conjured up by shylock in the spur of the moment, despite his 

deep hatred for Antonio, he could never have imagined a scenario where he could 
possibly get the better Antonio, as Antonio was a well-respected Christian merchant in 
the Christian city Venice. However, upon finally seeing his chances, Shylock must have 
thought of the first fatal idea he could imagine: cutting a pound of Antonio’s flesh. 
This cause sharpens Shylock’s desire for revenge when it is revealed that Antonio is 
unable to pay the bond. Most of the trial scene hints on shylock’s adamant desire for 
revenge on Antonio. 

Answer 3. 

1. Launcelot uses a proverb in response to Bassanio’s question. The old proverb is ‘the 
grace of God is enough’, which means that the man with the grace of God has all he 
needs for his salvation. Bassanio being a Christian has the grace of God, while Shylock, 
as a rich man has enough (earthly possessions). 
 

2. Bassanio tells Launcelot and his father Gobbo to go to Shylock and bid him farewell and 
then to find their way to his house. He then tells his followers to give Launcelot a uniform 
with more decorated than other servants. This might indicate that he is to be Bassanio’s 
personal jester. 

 
3. Leonardo is the attendant, Bassanio asks him to carry out all his orders and see to it, 

that it is done before supper. 
4. Gratiano wants to go with Bassanio to Belmont, so Bassanio allows him to accompany 

him, but wants him to improve his behaviour. He tells him that he is too loud and rude. 
Those qualities may suit him and do not appear as faults. Bassanio is phrasing his 
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criticism of a friend very discreetly. He says that where people do not know him well, this 
behaviour would appear too wild and unrestrained. So he requests Gratiano to tone 
down his temper with a drop of decency, or else his unruly disposition(behaviour) may 
be misunderstood at Belmont and Bassanio may lose all chance of success in his 
wooing Portia. 

 
5. Gratiano asserts that he will put on decent clothes and wear a serious look. He will talk 

with respect and very seldom use an oath. He will carry a prayer book in his pocket to 
give an impression that he is a devoted man. He will look serious and solemn. When 
Grace is being said before the meals, he will hood his eyes with his hat and solemnly 
say ‘amen’. He will do everything that good manners and politeness demands, like one 
who has practiced to put up a serious appearance of solemnity to please his 
grandmother. He asserts that if he fails to be true to his words, never to trust him. 

Section B – Poetry 
Answer 4. 

1. Abou Ben Adhem was a pious and god-fearing person. He was noble, selfless and 
virtuous man who always thought about well-being of others. By the above words, the 
poet exclaims his desire that the number of noble, selfless and virtuous people like Abou 
Ben Adhem should increase in this selfish and wicked world. 
 

2. One night when Ben Adhem was awakened from a deep dream of peace, he saw that 
his room was filled with moonlight making it appear rich(bright) like a lily in bloom. He 
also saw an angel writing something in a book of gold. Deep dream of peace shows his 
meditative state of mind. 
The poetic device used in the fourth line is a ‘Simile’. 
Here a direct comparison is used to compare the splendour and freshness of the angel 
in the moonlit room to that of the ‘lily in bloom.’ 

 
3. The exceeding peace Abou felt within him and the calm presence of the angel made him 

bold enough to ask him a question. He asked the vision what was it writing in the book of 
gold. The angel said he was writing the names of the people who loved the lord.  

 
4. The book of gold contained the names of the ones who loved the Lord. ‘Look made of all 

sweet accord’ means the look of approval or agreement. Abou asked the angel if his 
name was in the book. He felt sad when he got a negative answer but cheerfully still he 
asked the angel to write his name in the list of those who love his fellowmen. 

 
5. The following night, the vision appeared in Ben Adhem’s room with a great awakening 

light and showed him the names of those whom the love of God had blessed and to his 
surprise his name led all the rest. 
Abou’s name topped the list of those men who were loved by God. This reveals that love 
towards fellow human beings is the best means to receive the blessings of God.  
The theme of this poem is True Devotion to God. 
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Answer 5. 

1. ‘Television’ is written by Roald Dahl. 
Imagination is a creative faculty that helps you to form a picture in your mind of 
something that you have experienced or thought about. This ability to think of new ideas 
diminishes when a child passively engages in watching television. Watching too much 
television destroys the child’s abilities to create or understand words of fantasy. 

 
2. Dahl is critical of television and calls it an ‘idiot box’ out of aversion for it. He believes 

that it clogs and freezes the mind of young children. It produces dullness in the mind of 
those who watch it. The poet advices the parents, never to install the ‘idiotic thing’, so as 
to save their children’s thinking and imagination from decaying. Not only an idiot, but for 
Dahl, television is a monster that hypnotises children and fills them with junk. Moreover, 
he believes that the ability to think of new ideas diminishes when a child passively 
engages in watching television. Watching too much television destroys the children’s 
ability to create or understand worlds of fantasy. Their mind sets clogged and cluttered; 
they become dull and thus loll and slop and lounge about, their brain becomes soft and 
their thinking power rusts and freezes. 

 
3. The poet calls the Television set an idiotic thing, ghastly junk, monster, ridiculous 

machine, nauseating, foul, unclean, repulsive television screen. 
The cannibals used to eat a very sweet-smelling dish named after Penelope, the faithful 
wife of Odysseus in Homer’s epic poem ‘The Odyssey’. The children who read about it 
wondered what the dish could be. 

 
4. While the television is harmful and useless for a child, it proves to be useful and 

convenient for the parents. Children remain quiet and occupied and do not disturb the 
parents, they leave their parents free to cook lunch or wash utensils lying in the sink. 

 
5. i. The children will give dirty looks to the parents when they fill the shelves with books 

and discard the television set. The children will initially yell and scream and bite and kick. 
They would probably show their anger and rebellion by using sticks against them. 
ii. I agree with the poet when he advices children to read books for entertainment. Books 
can not only enhance your vocabulary but also open a new world to child. It transports 
the child to a different dimension where he is free to imagine and create new wonders. 
Reading of books triggers a child’s thought process and makes him creative. This 
creative bend of mind further enhances his personality. Unlike the television sets which 
offer the latest trends, books give a glimpse into, the part and it’s a portal for the 
unknown mysteries as well. 

Answer 6. 

1. The poet recalls how the shining waves in the nearby lake seem to be dancing and also 
sparkling due to the sun’s rays falling on them. However, their dance was surpassed by 
the dance of the daffodils. The daffodils seemed to be dancing with much more liveliness 
and vigour. The poet has tried to indicate how the daffodils, like human beings, were 
involved in a dancing competition against the waves and now they defeated the waves in 
glee. 
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2. Here the poet personifies daffodils. The poet uses the word ‘host’ for the daffodils as he 

felt that they were welcoming the poet to be their guest. The colour of the sun kissed 
daffodils appear to be golden as it symbolises the magical effect it creates on the poet’s 
minds. It also reflects optimism. As eventually we see a transition of the poet’s mood 
after seeing the bright golden daffodils. 

 
3. The figure of speech is ‘Hyperbole’ as an exaggeration is made for poetic effect. (ten 

thousand daffodils lying together) 
It is also an ‘Inversion’ as the order of words are inversed for poetic effect. (ten thousand 
saw I)  
The poet has compared daffodils with the continuity of the stars that shine and twinkle in 
the milky way in the night sky. 

 
4. The poet was mesmerised by the beauty of the golden daffodils. He says that a nature 

loving poet like him could not be but happy to be in their company. He recalls how he 
continued to gaze at the beautiful scene. He could not think what wealth of eternal joy it 
had brought to him. He was so lost in its beauty that he could hardly realise its worth 
only when he was away from the sight. 

 
5. At the beginning of the poem, the poet was floating high but was emotionally low. But at 

the end of the poem, the poet in spite of being on the couch (low) was on a high 
pedestal emotionally. This was because of the influence of nature, which was so 
everlasting for the poet that he couldn’t deny the pleasure and bliss whenever he 
remembered his encounter with the daffodils. The poem starts with pessimism (author’s 
loneliness) and ends in optimism (pleasure of watching daffodils) 

Section C – Prose 
Answer 7. 

1. Mr Oliver was an Anglo- Indian teacher who was teaching in a school on the outskirts of 
the hill station of Shimla. He was a bachelor and was probably staying alone in the 
school premises. 
During his leisure time he used to walk every evening to Shimla bazaar with its cinemas 
and restaurants which was about three miles away from the school and return after dark 
by taking a short cut through the pine forest. 
 

2. The school where Mr Oliver was a teacher was called “Eton of the East”, by life 
magazine. Like the “Eton” which is independent and Elite British public school for Boys 
founded by Henry VI in 1440, this school also ran on the norms of this English school. 
Only the boys from wealthy Indian families studied in this school and they wore blazers, 
caps and ties. 
 

3. Mr Oliver found the boy sitting alone on a rock at night in the pine forest. 
As Mr Oliver moved closer to the boy he sensed that something was wrong. The boy 
appeared to be crying. The boy was sitting with his head hung down and holding his face 
in his hands.  
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The boy was crying continuously and his body shook convulsing. But what made Oliver 
uneasy was that the boy’s weeping was soundless. 

 
4. When the boy finally removed his hands from his face and looked up at Oliver, he was 

horrified. As the torch light fell on the boy’s face, Oliver was stunned to see that the 
boy’s face was featureless, without eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It was just a round 
smooth head with a school cap on top. Mr. Oliver who had never believed in anything 
like a ghost was gripped with fear. The torch which he was holding fell from his trembling 
hands. 
 

5. On seeing the featureless face Oliver ran away from there, calling for help. He was still 
running towards the school building when he saw a lantern swinging in the middle of the 
path and bumped into a watchman. The watchman asked him why was he running, 
Oliver told him about seeing a boy weeping in the forest who had no face. 
When Oliver asserts that he had seen a boy with no face in the forest, at that moment 
the watchman raised his lamp to show his face and ask Oliver if the boy was like him. 
The watchman too was without a face. Hence the story ends with thrilling climax as 
Oliver runs into another apparition while he is trying to run away from one. However the 
climax is reached when the wind blew out the lamp. Leaving the readers to imagine what 
might have happened to Oliver. Here the author has created an eerie atmosphere in the 
story where strong wind was blowing and pine trees making mysteries sounds indicating 
something evil was likely to happen. The batteries of Oliver’s torch were running down, 
creating an atmosphere of fear and suspense. 
 

Answer 8. 

1. The red-faced foreigner had been driving the yellow vehicle which sputtered and stopped 
in front of Muni. The red-faced foreigner, who had been driving it, got down and went 
round it, stooping, looking and poking under the vehicle; then he straightened himself up, 
looked at the dashboard, stared at Muni and approaching him, asked whether there was 
a gas station nearby or did he have to wait until another car came.  
 

2. When the foreigner approached Muni and asked him whether there was gas station 
nearby or did he have to wait for a car to come; he suddenly looked at the clay horse 
and cried, “Marvellous”, without completing his sentence. 
 

3. When Muni saw the red-faced man, he felt that he should get up and run away but could 
not put his limbs into action because of his old age. He noticed that the red-faced man 
was wearing khaki clothes and believed him to be a policeman or a soldier. Muni felt 
inclined to run but he feared that the red man would chase or shoot him if he did so. 
When the red man paced around the statue, and cried “Marvellous”, Muni sat frozen for 
a while and then fidgeted and tried to edge away. 
 

4. Muni noticed that the red-faced man was wearing khaki clothes and so believed him to 
be a policeman or a soldier. But, when the red-faced man suddenly pressed his palms 
together, smiled and said,” Namaste! How do you do?”, Muni felt at ease. 
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5. The story “A Horse and Two Goats” by R. K. Narayan, reflect a clash between Indian 

and American culture. The two main characters Muni and the American businessman 
represent two different cultures: Muni who speaks Tamil is a typical Indian Hindu 
whereas the American businessman who speaks English is a typical westerner. Muni is 
poor, uneducated Hindu while the American is wealthy, educated Christian. Muni is poor 
and childless, but he accepts his fate while the American is willing to endeavor to bring 
about a change in his life. The American is willing to take a sudden action (example, he 
is ready to throw away his return plane ticket to transport a horse statue home on a ship) 
to gratify his taste. Muni who belongs to a lower caste has had no formal education. He 
has not travelled beyond his village, but he likes to watch trucks and buses go by on the 
highway a few miles away so that he can have ‘a sense of belonging to the larger world’. 
He has retained this knowledge by listening to the speakers at the temple. But the 
American, on the other hand has received all the benefits of the American education. He 
possesses many books, but there is no evidence that he understands what is inside 
them. In India, he does not seem to be looking at India for what it is, but only for a 
reflection of his own life. The uneducated Muni tries to tell him the significance of the 
horse statue, but the American sees it only as a living room decoration. 
Thus, the story “A Horse and Two Goats” reflects a clash between Indian culture and 
American culture. 

Answer 9. 

1. The narrator being compassionate seems to ask superficial questions like ‘what animals 
were they ‘, as he is not familiar to the old man. However, he was more interested in 
watching the other half of the bridge of the African looking country of the Ebro Delta and 
wondering how long it would be until they were able to see the enemy and waiting for the 
first noises of the enemy advent. He simply wanted to engage in an conversation with 
the old man and try to persuade gently to get the old man to the other side of the bridge 
to safety. 
 

2. The words ‘I can go no further' suggests that the old man has given up on life .The old 
man was seventy-six years old. He had already walked twelve kilometres and couldn’t 
walk any further. Moreover he was a fatalist and had given up to his fate.  
However it doesn’t surprise us when he says ‘I can go no further.’ The old man has no 
vitality left, he is described as blank and tired and his meaning of life, his animals have 
been taken away from him by the civil war and fight. The narrator urged the old man to 
get up and start to walk as the enemy was advancing. However, the old man got to his 
feet, he swayed from side to side and then sat down backwards in the dust. He refused 
to move ahead. He refused to part with his old life and still kept clinging to it. Moreover 
he did not know anybody in Barcelona. And lastly when the narrator says that there is 
nothing to do about him. 
 

3. ‘Old Man at the Bridge’ is a short story written by Ernest Hemingway, published in 1938. 
The theme in Hemingway’s ‘Old Man at the Bridge’ is sense of duty, pointlessness of 
war, compassion and tragedy of war. It is about a conversation between a young soldier 
and an old man who had to leave his home town during the Spanish Civil War. The story 
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conveys the common problem of helpless victims, especially old people, during hard 
times such as war. 
A soldier during a war is helping to escort out the local population to keep them safe. 
The story details a chance encounter between a young soldier and an old Spaniard at a 
pontoon bridge. The old man’s hometown of San Carlos is being evacuated because of 
artillery fire, and he sits at the roadside before the bridge crossing, too tired to walk. The 
soldier, while anticipating contact with the enemy, expresses concern about the man’s 
safety and encourages him to continue moving. The old man, on the other hand, is not 
concerned about himself but worries about the animals he left behind. The old man’s 
view of himself as a guardian of animals contrasts ironically with the soldier’s identity as 
a killer of people. 
The old man tells the soldier that he was forced to leave behind two goats, one cat and 
four pairs of pigeons. Ultimately, both, the goats and the old man are left to their fates 
because the soldier admits that “there was nothing to do” but leave the old man behind. 
This very short and simple story is a powerful depiction of how war affects the lives of 
common people who are “without politics”. The old man has nothing to do with the 
impending war. But still, he had to leave his home and his beloved pets who he regards 
as his family- his only purpose of life. And he is now left in the hands of fate. The author 
has tried to draw our sympathy for the man by portraying the goodness in his character. 
We, along with the young soldier, arrive at the painful realisation that the old man will not 
be able to move on and will probably die at the bridge. The irony is that like a goat which 
is sacrificed, the old man’s fate is seated on an Easter Sunday, a day of hope and faith. 
Old man epitomises the victims of war- men, women and children who had to leave their 
home and their normal life as victims of a war with which they have nothing to do. 
To conclude, I think all wars, from big world wars to small civil wars affect the general life 
of the residential people including the animals. The author’s intention is to illustrate the 
way wars disrupt the lives of innocent people who are caught up in the middle, but also 
the way it frustrates those who cannot do anything about it. 
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Answers of Practice Paper 8 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 

1. Antonio is a rich merchant, living in Venice. He is of a melancholic nature and forms the 
centre around which the title of the drama revolves. 
Antonio is conversing with two of his Venetian friends Salanio and Salarino. 

 
2. Antonio is probably sad about his merchandise. He is anxious and worried about his 

business of carrying goods to various countries all around the world. He fears about the 
safety of his ships due to the merchant-marring rocks and the perils of the water and the 
land. His mind is ‘tossing on the ocean’ as said by Salarino there where his ships are 
sailing to their destination. But basically, it is his tendency of acquiring a melancholic 
nature which makes him sad. 
 

3. Salarino, giving reasons for Antonio’s sadness says that, his mind in tossing on the 
ocean, there where his rich argosies with portly (stately) sail, or as if they were the 
seigniors and rich burghers of the flood (respectable citizens of the sea). His ships have 
been described majestically as if they were the pageants (processions) of the sea that 
over peered and overlooked the petty traffickers (small ships) that curtsying to them, did 
them reverence. Thus, their moving up and down on the flood meant that they bowed in 
respect to Antonio’s richly laden ships that carried expensive and valuable items of great 
value. 
 

4. Salarino give reasons for Antonio’s melancholy and says that even if he had ventures  
or ships sailing abroad, he would fear every object that would create misfortune for his 
ventures. His wind (breath) cooling his broth (soup) would blow him to an ague and he 
would shiver with fright to imagine what harm a great wind at sea, would do to his ships. 
If he would see the sandy hourglass run, he would be reminded of the fatal sand flats, 
the quicksand and the banks and how his wealthy Andrew would be docked in sand, 
veiling her high tops lower than his ribs. He would see the holy edifice of stone at  
church, and he reminded of the merchant-marring dangerous rocks at sea, which on 
touching his gentle vessel’s (ship) side, would scatter all the spices being carried by it 
and enrobe the roaring water with her silk. Thus the cargo, which was so valuable just a 
moment ago, would then be worth nothing. 
 

5. Later in the play, when Antonio is not able to raise three thousand ducats to fair his dear 
friend, Bassanio, to Belmont to woo Portia, he enters into a deadly bond with Shylock, 
the Jew. Shylock had been Antonio’s sworn enemy not only because he was a Christian 
but also for all the humiliations and racial discriminations that had been inflicted upon 
him like spitting upon him and kicking him like a dog on the Rialto, scorning the Jewish 
race. Further, since Antonio lent out money gratis, it brought down the rate of nuisance 
of other merchants in Venice. Thus seeing the opportunity, as the one to avenge himself 
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on Antonio, Shylock and he sign a bond that if Antonio failed to pay the three thousand 
ducats at the decided place and time, the forfeit would be nominated for an equal pound 
of flesh to be cut out from him from whichever part of the body pleased Shylock. Despite 
being confident then about his ventures, Antonio is proved terribly wrong and he suffers 
great loss at sea. ‘His estate became very low, his creditors grew cruel, he had no 
money to pay back the borrowed three thousand ducats and his bond to the Jew is 
forfeited. So, he had to be tried in the Venetian court of law to confess the bond and let 
Shylock take out a pound of flesh from nearest to Antonio’s heart. 

Answer 2 
1. Salarino is talking to his friend Salanio, in Venice. Earlier they were talking about 

Shylock, the Jewish moneylender. Shylock’s daughter, Jessica had eloped with a 
Christian, Lorenzo and stole away all the jewels, precious stones, two sealed bags of 
ducats and double ducats, a diamond and turquoise (that Shylock had from Leah, a 
memento of his courtship). This act was greatly condemned by him, which made him go 
mad. With a passion strange, confused, variable and outrageous the ‘dog Jew’ cried 
about in the Venetian streets for justice, his daughter and money, with children following 
him. He even went to search them in Antonio’s ship but they were not found and so with 
raised out cries Shylock raised the Duke. 
 

2. Antonio is the ‘kinder gentlemen’. Salarino says that a man kinder than him is so noble 
that he shall not tread the earth. 
Bassanio, along with Gratiano, set forth to sail towards Belmont to woo Portia and to 
take the test of the lottery of caskets so that Bassanio could marry her. Antonio was still 
in Venice. They both were the best of friends. So, Antonio and Bassanio part as he 
boards the ship to leave for Belmont.  
 

3. (i) When Bassanio leaves for Belmont, and says that he would make some haste of    
his return to Venice, Antonio tells him ‘Slubber not business for my sake’. Thus, he  
advises Bassanio not to haste or rush through his marriage or courtship for his  
sake. 

 (ii) Antonio advises Bassanio to ‘stay till the very ripening of the time’, that is, to wait 
patiently till the right time arrives. So he tells him to remain in Belmont and pay all his 
attention, employ his chiefs thoughts to courtship and such fair ostent (displays) of 
love and be merry, cheerful without worrying about him. 

 
4. Antonio tells Bassanio that for the Jew’s (Shylock’s) bond that he had with him, it should 

not enter into his mind of love. Instead Bassanio should employ his chiefest thoughts 
and focus on courtship and such fair ostants of love as shall conveniently become him 
and bring credit for him. 
According to the bond which was a one-sided bond, only signed by Antonio with 
Shylock, if he would fail to pay the fixed amount of money (three thousand ducats 
borrowed from Shylock) at the fixed time and place, then the forfeit would be nominated 
for an equal (exact) pound of flesh from whichever part of the body pleased Shylock 
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(nearest his heart). This was the kindness he offered, just for the sake of some merry 
sport. It was a fatal one which demanded Antonio’s life. 
 

5. When Salarino makes the speech, it demonstrated the true, deep-rooted friendship and 
bond of love that was shared by Antonio and Bassanio. Antonio truly loved Bassanio and 
was ready to give up his own life to fulfil Bassanio’s needs of furnishing him to Belmont 
to fair Portia. He was a dear friend who was ready to sacrifice everything, his purse, 
person and extremest means for Bassanio. It also shows Antonio’s generosity and how 
much he depended on Bassanio for moral support. When he clasps his hand with an 
arduous sensible affection and eyes big with tears before they part, it shows his selfless 
love for his dear friend. Besides he is concerned enough by advising him not let his bond 
enter Bassanio’s mind of love that should focus on his lottery of caskets. Thus, he is truly 
the ‘kinder gentleman that treads not the earth’. 

Answer 3. 

1. Portia asks Bassanio to have patience and wait for a day or two before making his 
choice of casket as she wants to enjoy his company for some time. If his choice is 
wrong, she will lose his company, as he has to leave at once. According to her a young 
girl has no other choice but to think, though her thought may not be expressed due to 
maidenly modesty. She can only reiterate her wish to keep him for a month or two before 
he risks a choice of caskets. Sin refers to disobeying her father's will and revealing the 
right casket to Bassanio whom she loved. 
 

2. While Bassanio is making his choice, Portia calls for music to be played. If Bassanio 
fails, then fading music will accompany his end like the swan that sings while it lies about 
to die. Her eyes will be filled with tears that shall be the stream and watery death bed of 
the dying swan. If Bassanio wins, then there will be a flourish of trumpets, since it was 
tradition at the coronation of a monarch, so that the loyal subjects could bow down to a 
newly crowned king. It would also represent the sweet notes of music that is played 
under the window of the bridegroom’s bedroom on the morning of marriage and tell him 
that his wedding day has come. 
 

3. Bassanio quotes the first example and says that a lawyer can obscure crime and hide 
crime with his gracious voice. He quotes the second example on outward appearances. 
He says that a great sin (damned error) can be committed by a man with a pious 
appearance (sober brow) who is able to quote the Bible and excuse what he is doing. 
Thus, there is no vice so simple which does not have some outward appearance of 
virtue. Bassanio quotes his third example and asks rhetorically as to how many cowards, 
whose hearts are as unreliable as a stairway built of sand, yet they put on a brave 
appearance by wearing beards on their chins, so that they appear terrible warriors like 
Hercules and Mars. 
If we search below the surface of the appearance, he says that one finds a liver of a 
coward which as white as milk. Such cowards merely adopt the outward bearded 
appearance of bravery in order to make them seem. 
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4. Portia says that all the other emotions have vanished into the air, such as feelings of 
doubt, rashly conceived fear and jealously have is now the sole occupant of her heart. 
She asks God not to let this joy become too much, lest she should suffer from excessive 
blessings. Portia uses the phrase to mean that the only emotion that she has in her heart 
then is of love, and joy. This emotion of excessive joy must diminish. She is afraid of 
having such perfect bliss because it might be too much for her to bear. 
 

5. Portia was a loyal and adhered to her dead fathers will also she had a true and noble 
conceit of god like amity. Bassanio was honest and confessed that he was worse than 
nothing and also was a loving and faithful friend. 

Section B – Poetry 

Answer 4. 
1. The speaker of the poem is a patriot, who narrates the story of his Golden past. Within a 

span of one year, the Patriot experiences both love and loneliness.          
One year ago he was welcomed by the public with roses and myrtles. However, the 
same public hurled stones at him after a year. This shows his downfall from a beloved 
hero to condemned traitor. 
 

2. By using the words ‘Alack, it was I who leaped at the sun,’ it shows that the speaker was 
over ambitious. His vaulting ambition led him to his downfall. It can also be deduced that 
the speaker took a step too far and it was his error that had led him to cross the 
boundaries and consequently lose popularity. He regrets doing the impossible for his 
people, as the same people who had strewn flowers on him now throwing stones at him. 
 

3. The speaker calls the public loving friends in a sarcastically tone. They cannot be 
considered loving but fickle minded. Their attitude, love, respect and honour towards 
somebody is momentary and is subjected to erratic changes. It can be observed that the 
same public with roses and myrtle on his way a year ago, now makes him bleed by 
throwing stones at him. Earlier, to welcome the patriot, the house-roofs seemed to heave 
and sway, but it is no longer the same. The crowd who would promise him anything a 
year ago is now taking him towards his end. 
 

4. The poet shows the patriot walking in rain towards his death. Rain symbolises his sad 
mood on not meting out justice in this world .Also, it can be viewed that the rain washes 
him clean, representing his innocence. 
 

5. Robert Browning’s ‘The Patriot’ is a harsh and critical satire on public’s fickle attitude. 
The poem portrays that how love, respect and honour given to someone’s momentary 
and is subjected to erratic changes. The centre of the poem is a patriot who is in a 
critical situation. Only a year ago, he was given a hero's welcome but today he is being 
taken to the scaffold to be executed. The public’s fickleness can be observed with the 
help of the contrasting images that the poet has used. The same public who threw roses 
and myrtle on his way a year ago, now makes him bleed by throwing stones at him. 
Earlier, to welcome the patriot, the house-roofs seemed to heave and sway, but it is no 
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longer the same. The crowd who would promised him anything year ago, is now taking 
him towards his end. 
 

Answer 5. 

1. The soft singing of the mother bird is called crooning. Since its twilight it's sung in a 
hushed voice. 

 
2. Here the word ‘treble’ refers to the high tone of the bird while they are singing. Here the 

poet wishes to say that the song of the bird is symbolic to heaven’s harmony. It provides 
an atmosphere of soothing calmness and divine peace. 
The figure of speech used in the above extract is Alliteration. 

 
3. The poem begins with a question. The poet continues it by answering it himself. This 

technique is used to emphasise on and underline the importance of planting trees and 
convincing the readers of its importance. 

 
4. The trees planted selflessly by our ancestors prove to be a harvest or legacy to the 

coming age. It is a reward for the future generation. It is link between past and present 
and coming urban generation. Our ancestors planted them just so that we could enjoy 
their shade and beauty and reap in all the benefits. Although they could never see the 
beauty or reap any benefit it surely rewards the coming generations. The unborn eyes is 
the future generation. 

 
5. The Patriot speaks about the fickle nature of the people whose views turn a flip of a coin. 

When the patriot first returned a year ago, there was a huge crowd welcoming him with 
roses strewn all over the path; with flags fluttering on the church spires. He was hero-
worshiped and now, within span of a year, the scenario has changed. He has been 
accused of being a traitor, criminal and is being executed. He was not been given a fair 
trial and people have pelted stones at him for whom he had brought victory. He believes 
that in God's abode he will get justice. 

Answer 6. 

1. The old man is an elderly farmer, Kaspar who was sitting in the sun before his cottage 
door. His little granddaughter Wilhelmine was playing in the field on the green grass. 
It was a summer evening and old man having finished his day’s work was sitting. The 
situation described here is common place, familiar. Nothing is spectacular. He looked at 
it, shook his head in sorrow and disappointment sighed naturally saying that it was 
somebody’s skull. The person must have died in the battle fought at Blenheim. 
 

2. When Peterkin found a skull near the rivulet, the old man adds that he found a number 
of skulls in the garden because there are many skulls scattered there around. Moreover, 
he regularly unearths skulls while ploughing his fields. It was so because thousands of 
men were killed in the battle of Blenheim and their dead remains could be still be found 
as a natural and very often sighting. During the famous victory the whole country, the old 
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man said, was ruined far and wide with fire and sword. Thousands of people were killed, 
wounded or maimed.  

3. The battle of Blenheim was the one in which Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
defeated the French and Bavarian’s under Marshall Tallard. The poet Robert Southey in 
the poem After Blenheim, uses ironical structure to bring home the idea that it is horrible 
to follow blind patriotism and castigates all wars which only bring out horror, death and 
destruction. Thousands of people were killed, wounded, and houses were burned down. 
People become homeless. Men, women and children suffer physical pain and mental 
anguish. Ordinary soldiers lay down the lights. Countries are destroyed. Moreover, for 
the common man war means death destruction and disruption of peace. 
They were shocked. 

4. The refrain used is ‘great victory’, ‘famous victory’. It tells the readers that although 
Kaspar is aware of the damage caused by the war, yet he seems to be more interested 
in the victory achieved in the war than its purpose or benefits. His gruesome descriptions 
followed by his casual sayings create an effect of irony in the poem.  

5. Old Kasper repeats the verse ‘great victory’ as this was all he knows about the word 
hence the ironical tone used in the poem exposes to the readers pointlessness of War. 
The poet wants to show that wars are futile and nothing good can come out of it except 
for death, destruction and devastation. 

Section C – Prose 

Answer 7. 

1. When Miss Fairchild noticed the shining bracelet, the glad look in her eyes changed to a 
bewildered horror. The glow faded from her cheeks. Her lips parted in a vague, relaxing 
distress. She was unable to reconcile with the situation of Mr Easton being in handcuffs 
and stares at him in disbelief. Mr Easton feels embarrassed as he was handcuffed. He 
clasped his finger with his left hand as his other hand was engaged at the moment by a 
shining ‘bracelet’ to the left one of his companion. 
 

2. When the glum faced man sensed the young man’s embarrassment, he gives an 
explanation saying that Easton was the Marshall and they two were headed for 
Leavenworth prison. It was seven years of imprisonment for counterfeiting for him. 
On hearing that her acquaintance, Mr Easton was not the criminal but a Marshall, she 
took a deep breath of relief and colour returned to her pale face and the glow on her 
cheeks returned. Miss Fairchild who had made her perceptions on basis of outer 
appearances, felt relieved that Mr Easton was the marshal. 
 

3. When Miss Fairchild expressed her surprise that Mr Easton was a marshal in the West, 
Easton tried to convince her calmly of the same. 
He said that he had to do something to earn money as it always found a way to fly away. 
Moreover, to keep up with the elite crowd in Washington he had to earn money. When 
he saw an opening in the West for the post of a Marshal, he took up the opportunity. 
Although the post of a marshal was not as esteemed as that of an ambassador, he didn’t 
mind taking up the job. 
In this way he tried to give a fair and convincing explanation to confirm that he was a 
marshal. 



23 
 

 
4. It isn’t as appealing as an ambassador. When Miss Fairchild was apprehensive on 

seeing the handcuffs the other man tries to rest Miss Fairchild’s apprehension about the 
handcuffs. He tells her not to worry about them. All marshals in the West handcuffed 
themselves to their prisoners to keep them from escaping. He praised Easton by saying 
that he was an ideal marshal who knew his business well. 

 
5. Miss Fairchild was impressed on hearing that Easton was a marshal in the West. Life in 

the West is rough and savage as compared to elite and luxurious life in Washington. 
Easton had left behind a comfortable life and embraced and adventure filled life in the 
West as he could ride and shoot and go into all kinds of danger.  
Hence she calls him a ‘dashing western hero’. To her the life of a marshal is more 
appealing than an ambassador in Washington who isn’t called for any more. 

Answer 8. 

1. When the blacksmith’s wife told Joe, the wheelwright, to leave Maggie in the poor house 
he paused and exclaimed that it would be a cruel thing to do something like that.  
Maggie on hearing this cried aloud with terror and pleaded with Mr. Thompson not to 
leave her there all alone. 
 

2. Joe Thompson is a major character in the story, whose decision to bring Maggie home 
leads to all the action. He was a kind hearted and compassionate man. He used to make 
and repair sledges and wagons for the villagers. Like his occupation he has been 
described as a rough and strong man from his looks but unlike his external appearance 
he was a kind hearted and compassionate man. It was he, who decided to get Maggie 
home when everybody else in the village wanted her to be sent to the poorhouse. He 
liked children and loved to spend time with them. 
 

3. Joe felt it unfair and cruel to leave the little girl all alone. Therefore, he turned back and 
went into the hovel again. He convinced the terrified child with tenderness that she shall 
not be left alone. He wrapped her with the gentleness almost of a woman. This shows 
that Mr Thompson in spite of being a man can have tender parental feelings like those of 
a mother. 
 

4. Mrs. Joe Thompson was childless. She was not a woman of saintly temper, nor much 
was given by her to the self-denial for others’ good. Joe was well aware of his wife's 
bitter nature and he had well-grounded doubts touching the manner of greeting he would 
receive on his arrival at home with Maggie. Mrs. Thompson saw her husband 
approaching from the window and with ruffling feathers met him a few paces from the 
door as he opened the garden gate. 
 

5. Mrs. Thompson showed her disdain and darted a sharp question towards her husband, 
who had brought the sick brat at home. Poor Maggie could do nothing but shrink against 
the apathy showed by Mrs. Thompson. Joe did not reply except giving a pleading and 
cautionary look. He asked his wife to wait for a moment for explanations and be gentle. 
Later he carried Maggie to the small chamber on the first floor and laid her on a bed. 
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Answer 9. 

1. In 1854, the United States Government offered to buy two million acres of land occupied 
by the native people. Chief Seattle gave a powerful and eloquent speech as a reply to 
President Franklin Pierce. His speech is described as one of the most inspiring ones 
ever argued in favour of environment and human rights. 
The proposal was that the natives should surrender their land to the Whites. In return of 
this, the Whites would protect them from foreign attack of the Haidas and Tsimshians. 
The Whites were willing to allow them enough land to live comfortably. 
The impact of the proposal meant the Native Americans to leave their revered land 
where their ancestors were resting in eternal peace. They would lose their land which 
was full of memories rife with stirring events connected with their lives. The land that 
they had been asked to sell was sacred to them. 
The Whites were unjustly exercising authority over the Native Americans. Having a 
powerful army and navy, they were expecting the Red Indians to bow down to their 
support strength. In their arrogance, the Whites offered to allow them enough land to live 
comfortably. The world would see it as symbolic of master-slave relationship; sheer 
exploitation by imperial powers. 
 

2. The White man follow Christianity written by the iron finger of their God, symbolising 
strict adherence to rules and principles. The God of this religion is partial and has 
forsaken his Red children. Seattle says that this God loves only his paleface children 
and makes them stronger everyday. So soon they will fill all the land. He does not love 
Red children thus they seem to be ebbing away. 
Seattle says that for a Red Man, the ashes of his ancestors are sacred and their resting 
place is hallowed ground. They love to stay in the land where their ancestors’ memories 
are alive, whereas the Whites wander far from their ancestors’ grave. The Whites once 
they are dead, forget their native land and never return. 
The religion of the Red Man is the traditions of their ancestors- the dreams of their old 
men, given them in solemn hours of the night by the Great Spirit; and the visions of their 
sachems, are written in the hearts of their people. 
 

3. One cannot fail to notice the overall irony reflected throughout the speech. The speaker 
thanks the friendship and good will shown by the White Chief and appreciates it. ‘It’s 
kind of him’. However, in every single word, the Chief makes it clear that it is the power 
of money and military strength that makes rich nations subdue the less powerful, and in 
the garb of friendship, they cheat the real holders of the land. 
Chief Seattle is upset but at the same time, is aware that he and his men are cornered 
and will have to consider the proposal. But before that, he gives a few warnings and 
suggestions which are to be heeded by all. God, land, water and plants are close-knit 
family and require more respect and reverence then White men are giving. There is an 
order in nature and if that balance is upset, everything will be lost. Tribe follows tribe; 
nation follows nation. No one is above the other. By sheer strength of the army, some 
may be able to conquer the others; but not for long. In the zeal to build and possess, 
they may lose all they have. There will come a time when they will realise that the 
ultimate destiny of man is same. Some may prolong their existence; some may perish 
early, like the Red Indian minority. When the powerful nations accept this truth, they will 
realise that all are brothers and have equal rights. 
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The Chief also makes it clear, that the tribe should be able to visit the tombs of their near 
and dear ones whenever they want and no restrictions should be imposed. Also he 
along with the living Whites; the memories of the vanished tribe will haunt their present, 
giving them company, and solace in solitude. 
Whether the speech lost its authenticity in translation or not, what matters is that 
Seattle’s words inspired and will continue to do so drilling in a most compelling truth 
about man’s relation with man and his environment. 
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Answers of Practice Paper 9 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 

1. When Antonio and Bassanio request Portia to take the three thousand ducats, originally 
to pay Shylock’s bond, Portia flatly refuses to take it. Being disguised as the judge, 
Portia says that he is well paid that is satisfied. Since he was satisfied in delivering 
Antonio from the bond, he accounts himself to be well paid. His mind was never 
mercenary and so as respect, he simply requests Antonio to recognise him when they 
meet again. 
Bassanio insists that Portia should take some remembrance of them, as a token of 
gratitude (tribute) and not fee. He feels to push his request further and tell her to grant 
him two things from them, not to deny this and pardon him. 
 

2. Portia requests Antonio to give his pair of gloves that she should wear. She tells 
Bassanio to give her the ring that he had worn on his finger and that he should not draw 
back his hand, out of his love and respect for the judge. 
Gratiano gives away his ring to Nerrisa, the judge’s clerk. 
Gratiano tries to justify his action, when asked about it by Nerrisa, by saying that the 
judge’s clerk had begged it as a fee for taking some pains in writing. He was a scrubbed 
boy, a prating clerk who could not be denied at all by Gratiano. 
 

3. Bassanio hesitates to comply with Portia’s request by first excusing that he would not 
shame himself to do so. Then, he revealed that there was no value on it than it 
appeared. It was given by his wife with a vow to never sell, give away or part with it. 
He instead offers to buy the dearest ring in Venice by proclamation and give it to the 
clerk. 
Later, on Antonio’s request, out of love and respect for the judge who had saved the life 
of his dearest friend, Bassanio being beset with shame and courtesy, could not let 
ingratitude besmear his honour. So, he gave the ring to the judge. 
 

4. When Portia first gave Bassanio the ring during the marriage, he vowed never to sell, 
give away, lose or part with the ring. He also promised saying that if it ever parted from 
his finger, then parted life and Portia should be bold enough to exclaim that Bassanio 
was dead. 
In the last scene, Antonio’s convinces Portia that from then onwards, Bassanio would 
never break any marriage oath. He says that he had once risked his soul and body to 
pay Bassanio’s debt and the judge had saved him. Now, since that judge had taken 
away the ring, Antonio was ready to become a surety for Bassanio and agreed to forfeit 
his same body and soul, which had been previously risked, if ever Bassanio broke a 
vow. 
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5. When Portia and Nerrisa reveal that they had their husband’s rings, all are 
dumbfounded. It is then that Portia reveals that she had been the lawyer who saved 
Antonio. She gives the letter from Padua, from his cousin Doctor Bellario which signified 
that Portia was the doctor of law, Nerrisa her clerk. Lorenzo and Jessica would inform 
them that they felt as soon as their husbands had returned just then, they had not 
entered their house. 
Portia further revealed to Antonio that she had strangely chanced upon a letter which 
that three of his argosies had come back to the harbour in Venice, richly laden with 
profits. Since Portia had fought the case and saved Antonio, he says that she had given 
him life and living. 
Nerrisa, without charging anything as a fee, had good news for Lorenzo and Jessica. 
The rich Jew, Shylock, had recorded a deed of gift regarding all properties and wealth 
that he possessed, would be given to them when he died. This is presented to Lorenzo 
and Jessica. 

Answer 2. 

1. When Antonio confessed the bond with Shylock in the Venetian court of law and Portia 
failed to drive away Shylock from his envious plea for justice, Shylock insisted upon his 
bond. So Portia tells Antonio to lay bear his bosom and prepare himself for Shylock’s 
knife. She asks if Antonio wished to say anything. So, Antonio speaks these lines to 
Bassanio. 
Antonio, as his last wish, takes Bassanio’s hand and tells him to grieve or felt guilty that 
he had incurred their losses and sacrificed his life for his dear friend. 
 

2. According to Antonio, who personifies fortune, he calls it her usual custom to let the poor 
man outlive his wealth and see the ruin of his life and property, with hollow eyes and 
wrinkled brow, let the man live an age of poverty. 
Antonio feels that fortune is being kind to him that is her usual custom as she is cutting 
him off from the lingering penance (Prolonged suffering). He feels lucky to die in a 
manner where he shall not live in poverty. 
 

3. Antonio tells Bassanio to commend himself to his honourable wife, Portia, to speak him 
fair at his death and when the tale is told about the process of Antonio’s end, bid Portia 
to be the judge and let her decide whether Bassanio once had a love. 
He further tells Bassanio not to regret that he was fallen to this for you and not to repent 
that he had best of a friend because of his act and foolishness. In turn, Antonio tells that 
he would not repent for paying his friend’s debt because if Shylock cut his flesh deep 
enough, he would instantly pay him with all his heart. 
 

4. After the extract, Bassanio says that he had a wife, Portia, who was his life itself. But his 
wife, his life and even the entire world could not occupy a position above Antonio. He 
offered to sacrifice all of them for the sake of his friendship. Gratiano protested by saying 
that he loved his wife, Nerrisa with all his heart. To save Antonio, he offered to sacrifice 
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by wishing that Nerrisa were dead (in the heaven) so that she could entreat some 
heavenly power to intervene and curb Shylock’s cruel devil. 
Shylock reacted by saying that, that was what Christian husbands had to say about their 
wives! His daughter, Jessica, too had eloped with a Christian husband, Lorenzo. He 
wished that his, daughter would rather be married to a stock of Barabbas (a notorious 
criminal) than these cruel Christian husbands who did not care about their wives. 
 

5. Antonio and Bassanio shared a deep-rooted love and feeling for each other. On hearing 
about Antonio’s ruined estate, Bassanio immediately marries Portia in Belmont and 
hurries towards Venice. He also offers to sacrifice his flesh, blood and bones before he 
loses a drop of blood through his fault. Next, he offers to sacrifice his hands, heart and 
head if ten times the three thousand ducats did not suffice Shylock’s malice. He keeps 
on pressing the judge to wrest the law once and save Antonio. Antonio shows his 
friendship by readily agreeing to give up his life for the fulfilment of the bond. He does 
not hesitate and even when he prepared his bosom for Shylock’s knife, he told Bassanio 
not to grieve that he was fallen to this for him. He told Bassanio not to repent about his 
death and Antonio did not repent that he paid his debt. Even while dying, he is 
concerned about Bassanio and tells him to commend his love to Portia. 

Answer 3. 

1. Gobbo was the father of Launcelot, Shylock’s servant. He wanted to meet his son. He 
was carrying a dish of doves as gift for Shylock. 
 

2. As he is more than sand blind, he is gravel blind and therefore does not recognise 
Launcelot. Launcelot tries to raise water and make his father cry by saying that his son 
was dead. 
 

3. To let him serve Bassanio. Gobbo has used the word ‘defect’ but what he means is 
‘effect’-conclusion. We can see a considerable use of malapropism used by both 
Launcelot and Gobbo. 
 

4. Gratiano wants to go with Bassanio to Belmont, so Bassanio allows him to accompany 
him, but wants him to improve his behaviour. He tells him that he is too loud and rude. 
Those qualities may suit him and do not appear as faults. Bassanio is phrasing his 
criticism of a friend very discreetly. He says that where people do not know him well, this 
behaviour would appear too wild and unrestrained. So he requests Gratiano to tone 
down his temper with a drop of decency, or else his unruly disposition (behaviour) may 
be misunderstood at Belmont and Bassanio may lose all chance of success in his 
wooing Portia. 

 
5. Gratiano asserts that he will put on decent clothes and wear a serious look. He will talk 

with respect and very seldom use an oath. He will carry a prayer book in his pocket to 
give an impression that he is a devoted man. He will look serious and solemn. When 
Grace is being said before the meals, he will hood his eyes with his hat and solemnly 
say ‘amen’. He will do everything that good manners and politeness demands, like one 
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who has practiced to put up a serious appearance of solemnity to please his 
grandmother. He asserts that if he fails to be true to his words, never to trust him. He too 
wanted to take his chances with Nerrisa. 

Section B – Poetry 

Answer 4. 

1. The caged bird, who can do nothing but only stalk through his cage is referred to in the 
above extract. A free bird is compared to the whites who are not afraid to try new things 
and have a sense of adventure that is unparalleled and have a fighting spirit. Here the 
free bird leaps on the back of the wind suggest that he flies confidently and sways with 
the wind in the evening against the orange Sky. 
 

2. The caged bird longs for freedom. It is deprived from the joy of freedom life has to offer. 
The caged bird cannot do anything except to open its throat and sing as its wings are 
clipped, feet are tied. This restricted moments depicts the physical agony the caged bird 
had to endure. Moreover, the loss of freedom resulted in the mental agony of the caged 
bird. The opening of its throat to sing gives as a poignant image of its pain and distress. 
 

3. The caged bird longs for freedom. It is deprived from the joy of freedom life has to offer. 
The caged bird cannot do anything except to open its throat and sing as its wings are 
clipped, feet are tied. The song of the caged bird for freedom is parallel to the African 
Americans struggle in Angelou’s time and to her cry for freedom in the form of equality. 
She feels that helpless cries are heard, but only as a soft background noise. She still 
feels that she is caged and although she sings, her cries are heard only as a distant 
noise. 
 

4. The enslaved caged bird is struggling to carve a peaceful environment for himself in the 
racist society. Even though the caged bird lives a hard life it continues to persist, 
persevere and is unwilling to surrender to its opponents. The above lines reaffirms the 
idea that though the caged bird is despondent in his life of captivity, he opens his mouth 
to sing because his desire for freedom and his desire to express himself cannot be 
contained.The poet Maya Angelou can be seen as a metaphorical caged bird with 
reference to the poem being an African American she had to face racism and 
oppression. The only difference is that the bird sings for freedom but the poet writes 
asking for freedom. 
 

5. The theme of freedom versus enslavement runs throughout the poem. Freedom is 
symbolised through the unrestricted moments of the free bird whereas, the enslavement 
is symbolised by the caged bird whose wings are clipped and feet are tied. The poem 
also articulates the poet's pent up emotions against racial discrimination and slavery in 
America. Though she never mentioned it directly the free bird represents the white race 
and their domination whereas, the caged bird becomes a metaphor for African 
Americans and their confinement. The poet expresses her agonies and grievances 
through the restricted flight of the caged bird. The caged bird thus, represents the 
African American race. 

Answer 5. 
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1. By the above lines the poet Henry Bunner has compared the tree to a flag of free 
breeze. Like a flag flutters freely in the breeze, the leaves of the tree flutter and provide 
soothing, cool breeze to us. 
The tree grows high with its long narrow stem and looks like a beautiful tower. It appears 
that the trees have made a home closer to heaven. 
 

2. The branch of the tree is referred to as shaft of beauty which is towering high. It seems 
that the tree is having its home close to heaven. 
 

3. A tree is described as a friend of sun and sky. The tree is a friend of the sun as the tree 
is dependent on sunlight to carry out the process of photosynthesis and make its food. 
Similarly, the tree is a friend of the sky. It takes in carbon dioxide from the air and 
releases oxygen in the air and thus purifies the air. 
Also the transpiration from trees is responsible for cloud formation in the sky before it 
rains. A tree is a friend of congenial atmosphere. It reduces air temperature and even 
purifies air by trapping dust, pollen and smoke. 
It ensures free gentle breeze. Hence it is aptly described as ‘a friend of sun and sky.’ 
 

4. Like a flag flutters freely in the breeze, the leaves of the tree flutter and provide soothing, 
cool breeze to us. 
 

5. The trees planted selflessly by our ancestors prove to be a harvest or legacy to the 
coming age. It is a reward for the future generation. It is link between past and present 
and coming urban generation. Our ancestors planted them just so that we could enjoy 
their shade and beauty and reap in all the benefits. Although they could never see the 
beauty or reap any benefit it surely rewards the coming generations. 

Answer 6. 

1. ‘Bangle Sellers’ is a poem by Sarojini Naidu. 
‘Shining loads’ is referred to the bangles carried by the bangle sellers’. By using the term 
‘shining loads’ the poet wants to convey the happiness of these bangle sellers despite 
the toil involved in their work which does not give them enough money for a comfortable 
living. 
The prospective buyers are woman of every age especially happy daughters and wives. 
 

2. Bangles having silver, blue and pink hues represent maidenhood. These types of 
bangles are befitting for a maiden’s wrist. 
The silver and blue coloured bangles are as misty as mountain mist. They are meant for 
the virgin girls who have countless longings for her married life. This also suggests the 
blooming beauty of her growing age. 
 

3. The young unmarried girl is implicitly described by the poet as a bud that dreams. Some 
bangles are as pink as the bud, that blooms on the calm surface of a forest stream. The 
virgins and maidens seem to be lost in dreams of happy marriage. 
The figure of speech used here is Metaphor. Here the buds are compared to maidens 
lost in their dreams of marriage. 
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4. The poet says that the bright yellow and red coloured bangles worn by the bride create a 
light sound as the bride walks. They are shining and delicate as the laughter of the bride 
(as she is getting married) and also the tears (as she weeps at the separation from her 
parents). Hence these bangles are as tinkling, shining, tender and clear as the 
happiness and sorrow that a bride experiences. 
 

5. The purple and gold flecked grey bangles are suitable for the proud middle-aged 
housewife who has journeyed through life whose hands have cared, loved, blessed and 
brought up her fair sons and who has proudly saved her family and takes care of her 
household and has the honour of sitting by her husband’s side at religious ceremonies. 
Here the mother’s greatness and glory is stressed as she has achieved the fullness of 
her role by rearing her fair sons. Her hands have cared, loved, blessed and brought up 
her sons proudly. 

Section C – Prose 
Answer 7. 

1. Muni had reared the goats with the hope of selling them one day and with the capital he 
dreamed of opening a small shop near the pedestal. He often dreamt of how he would 
put up a thatched roof, spread a gunny sack on the ground, and display on it fried nuts, 
coloured sweets and green coconut for the thirsty and famished wayfarers on the 
highway which was sometimes busy. 
 

2. Muni noticed that the red-faced man was wearing khaki clothes and so believed him to 
be a policeman or a soldier. When Muni saw the red-faced man, he felt that he should 
get up and run away but could not put his limbs into action because of his old age. Muni 
felt inclined to run but he feared that the red man would chase or shoot him if he did so. 
When the red man paced around the statue, and cried “Marvellous”, Muni sat frozen for 
a while and then fidgeted and tried to edge away. 
 

3. Muni was apprehensive of the khaki and one part of his mind warned him to beware. It 
warned him to take all the cigarettes or whatever was offered but not get arrested falsely 
by the khaki for the murder which was not committed by him. Muni, to prove himself 
innocent started talking in chaste Tamil and implored that he did not know anything of 
the case. Although a body had been found mutilated and thrown under a tamarind tree 
at the border between Kritam and Kuppam he did not know anything about it. Giving 
further explanation to rumour and gossip he said that anything was possible as people 
would never stop at anything. 
 

4. The foreigner was interested in the Horse. He offered Muni a cigarette. When the red-
faced man took a cigarette and gave it to Muni, who received it with surprise, having had 
no one offer a smoke for years now. He had always wanted to smoke a cigarette only 
once did the shop man give him one on credit, and he remembered how good it had 
tasted. The other flicked the lighter open and offered a light to Muni. Muni felt confused 
about how to act that he blew on it and put it off. The other, puzzled but undaunted, 
flourished his lighter, presented it again and lit Muni’s cigarette.  
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5. The part where Muni and the foreigner vaguely understand each other on hearing the 
word coffee amuses me the most. Throughout the story both have troubled 
communication but the word coffee is known to both. 

Answer 8. 

1. By the idiom, ‘taking wings unto itself’ Mr Easton means that money has its own of flying 
and getting spent. With a lavish life style money cannot be contained for a longer period 
of time. It finds it own way of getting squandered. 
 

2. Miss Fairchild was a flirtatious woman. The moment she saw Mr Easton, the reappeared 
a glow on her face and a shine in her eyes. When Mr Easton said that he had taken up 
the job of a marshal and it was not as high a position as that of an ambassador, Miss 
Fairchild reacted immediately with a warm reply that she liked him more than she liked 
the ambassador and that she was no longer in touch with the ambassador. Since Mr 
Easton had settled down in the West, Miss Fairchild told him that she loved the West, 
suggesting that she would settle down with him in the West. 
 

3. The prisoner, Mr. Easton was held for his crime in counterfeiting and was sent to 
Leavenworth for seven years of imprisonment for the same. It is ironical that he 
counterfeits his identity to by saying that he was the ‘Marshal’. He pretends to be a tough 
Marshal in the west. Therefore, it is significant to note that he was in the habit of 
deceiving people by counterfeiting. 
 

4. The other man tries to rest Miss Fairchild’s apprehension about the handcuffs. He tells 
her not to worry about them. All marshals in the West handcuffed themselves to their 
prisoners to keep them from escaping. He praised Easton by saying that he was an ideal 
marshal who knew his business well. 
 

5. The author tries to create an impression that looks are deceptive and one should not 
judge a book by its cover. A few people who look glum, have their hearts on the right 
plcae and are filled with compassion. 

Answer 9. 

1. The little girl who was hardly twelve years old was marked for work since her childhood. 
In all her life from birth to death, she was marked for work. Since she could toddle, she 
had husked corn and gathered sticks, put dung to dry, cooked and weeded, and carried 
and fetched water and cut grass for fodder. There was no end to her hardships and toil 
due to her poverty. Sibia was a thin little girl who had white teeth, ebony hair and great 
eyes. Her skin was the color of oiled brown cream. She was a happy immature child-
woman about twelve years old. She was barefoot and often goosey-cold on a winter 
morning and born to foil. 
 

2. Nomadic graziers refer to that tribe of people which roam around from place to place, 
frequently, or without a fixed pattern of movement. They could live at one place for a 
long time unless and until their animals had finished all the easy grazing within reach or 
they were not able to sell enough of their white butter and white milk in the district, or 
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there was no one to buy their young male buffalos for tiger-bait or perhaps a cattle-killing 
tiger was making a nuisance of himself. 
 

3. The Gujar woman walked on the stepping stones with two gurrahs to fill them quickly 
with good clear water without any sand. However, as she was within a yard of the 
crocodile, he lunged at her. The great reptile heaved up out of the darkling water and 
with his yawning livid jaws with all its teeth flashing, he slashed at the Gujar woman’s 
leg. 
When the crocodile attacked the woman, she screamed, dropped both brass pots with a 
clatter on the boulder from where they bounced to the water. The Gujar woman recoiled 
from the crocodile. When the crocodile’s jaws closed on the woman’s leg, she slipped 
and fell on the bone-breaking stone. She clutched one of the timber logs to save herself. 
However, the log jammed between two boulders, with the woman clinging to it and 
screaming, while the crocodile pulled her leg, threshing his might tail, to and fro in great 
smacking flails as he tried to drag her free and carry her off down the depths of the pool. 
Blood spread everywhere. 
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Answers of Practice Paper 10 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 

1. Antonio is addressing Bassanio.  
The speaker refers to Shylock as the devil. 
Bassanio needed three thousand ducats to go to Belmont in order to woo his lady love 
Portia. Antonio, whom Bassanio asks for money is unable to supply the present wants of 
his friend. So Antonio asks Bassanio to borrow money from someone for which Antonio 
shall be bound. Bassanio goes to Shylock to borrow money. So, Bassanio is with 
Shylock deciding and talking about the terms of the loan. 
 

2. Antonio insults Shylock’s practice of charging interest on his loans. So Shylock gives 
example of Jacob and Laban. Jacob was an undeserving heir to the property. His 
mother deceived Abraham, the rightful heir and made Jacob the heir. Laban gave some 
ewes and rams to Jacob and said that all the eanlings which were streaked or pied 
would fall as Jacob’s hire. During the mating season, Jacob placed planks in front of the 
sheep, so when she conceived she would give birth to streaked or pied babies and so 
fall as Jacob’s hire. Shylock says it was his way of business and there was nothing 
wrong in it. Similarly, the interest which he charged on his loan was his way of 
expanding business. So, Shylock had produced a holy witness to substantiate his 
argument of charging interest. 
 

3. Antonio reminds Bassanio of the goodly falsehood outside has. He says a devil 
like shylock can cite scriptures from the Bible. He further says that Shylock was like a 
villain with a smiling cheek and compared to the goodly apple rotten at the core. 
 

4. By using the word ‘barren metal’ Antonio refers to the interest charged by Shylock on 
the money he gave as loans. Here, Antonio gives a classic example of Anti-usury and 
says that since when did friends start taking an interest as profit on the unproductive 
money lent to friends. 
 

5. Bassanio says, “You shall not sign such a bond for me, I’d rather dwell in my necessity” 
to Antonio. 
By this, he was trying to prevent Antonio from signing the bond with its cruel terms. 
Shylock says that with a light heart they should sign a bond. He says that if the sum, 
expressed is not paid back on a particular day then he (Antonio) should be facing some 
repercussions. He says that after three months if Antonio was unable to pay back the 
money to Shylock, he should be entitled to a pound of flesh from Antonio’s body. So, 
Bassanio refuses to Antonio and requests him not to sign such a cruel bond for him. 
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Answer 2. 

1. The speaker is Antonio. 
Shylock in the trial scene wants to somehow hurt Antonio and does his best to get 
the pound of flesh from Antonio’s body. So, Antonio who has given up hope 
persuades Bassanio to stop trying to change the heart of Shylock. And moreover, he 
calls himself a tainted weather, i.e. a diseased sheep of the flock and so he must die 
earlier lest he should disease others too. 
 

2. Shylock says he had an oath in heaven. He says that he owned the pound of flesh. 
It was his and so he would have it. Referring to the magnificoes he says that, many 
among them had bought slaves and have used them cruelly. He asks them, whether 
they would make the slave’s bed as soft as theirs or give them the same nutritious 
food as them if Shylock told them to? They would say that the slaves were theirs 
and they would do whatever they wanted to do with them. 
Similarly, the pound of flesh was rightfully his and he would have it. 
 

3. The people who enter are Portia and Nerissa who are dressed as men/doctors of 
law. Portia’s name is Balthazar. They have come from Padua. They both have 
dressed as men and although Bassanio is married to Portia, he is unable to 
recognize his own wife and so does Gratiano. 
 

4. Shylock was hard-hearted and did not budge an inch and did not show mercy 
towards Antonio and he says that Gratiano does not have wit enough to change his 
decision. 
So, Gratiano says that he made him waver in his faith in Christianity and believe in 
Pythagoras that souls of humans were infused with animal souls. He says that 
Shylock’s currish spirit by governed by a wolf who was hanged for human slaughter 
for his desires are wolfish, bloody, starved and ravenous. 

 
5. Gratiano accuses this person of having a currish spirit, of a wolf, which when 

hanged its soul moved from the gallows and infused in the unhallow’d dam of his 
mother and that’s how his desires too are wolfish, bloody, starved and ravenous. He 
also calls Shylock a disgusting dog and says that he would go to hell. He says that 
killing Shylock would be justice. 

Answer 3. 

1. Portia is surprised and says that she is ready to pay double the amount before a 
friend like Antonio should lose a hair because of Bassanios fault. 
 

2. She tells Bassanio to be gone immediately to Venice and save this friend and she 
offers the gold and in the meanwhile she and Nerrissa would live as maids and 
widows and pray for their early return. 
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3. Antonio begins in telling Bassanio that his ships have been lost (wrecked). Those to 
whom he owes money are harshly pressing for its payment. All his resources and 
means are at very low ebb. He is unable to keep the day of payment to Shylock. 
Thus he must incur to pay the penalty which they agreed on when he signed the 
bond. He wishes to see Bassanio once again before he dies that will cancel all 
bonds and obligations between Bassanio and him. 
However, Bassanio must do as he pleases. The affection Bassanio bears to Antonio 
does not bring him to Antonio’s side, he should not pay attention to his request. 
 

4. Balthazar is Portia’s faithful servant. She asks him to go to Padua and meet her 
cousin Dr Bellario and deliver him a letter and get her a letter and clothes to the 
tanect where the ferry goes for Venice. She asks him to use all the endeavour of a 
man. 
 

5. Bassanio says that Antonio is his dearest friend, the kindest man, a man whose 
spirit is most willing and untiring in helping others. He says indeed, he is a man in 
whom the true old Roman ideal of honour is more evident than in any other man 
now living in Italy. 

Section B – Poetry 
Answer 4. 

1. The speaker is William Wordsworth, one of the most eminent poets in English poetry. 
While wandering lonely as a cloud, the poet encounters a host of golden daffodils beside 
the lake and beneath the trees. They were growing along the margins of the bay. They 
seemed to be fluttering and dancing happily in the breeze. 
 

2. While wandering lonely as a cloud, the poet encounters a host of golden daffodils beside 
the lake and beneath the trees. They were growing along the margins of the bay. They 
seemed to be fluttering and dancing happily in the breeze. 
The poet has compared daffodils with the continuity of the stars that shine and twinkle in 
the milky way in the night sky. The simile underlines the large number and beauty of the 
flowers. 
 

3. Here the poet personifies daffodils. The poet uses the word ‘host’ for the daffodils as he 
felt that they were welcoming the poet to be their guest. The colour of the sun kissed 
daffodils appear to be golden as it symbolises the magical effect it creates on the poet’s 
minds. It also reflects optimism. As eventually we see a transition of the poet’s mood 
after seeing the bright golden daffodils. 
 

4. The poet was mesmerised by the beauty of the golden daffodils. He says that a nature 
loving poet like him could not be but happy to be in their company. He recalls how he 
continued to gaze at the beautiful scene. He could not think what wealth of eternal joy it 
had brought to him. He was so lost in its beauty that he could hardly realise its worth 
then he realised its worth only when he was away from the sight. The poet recalls how 
the shining waves in the nearby lake seem to be dancing and also sparkling due to the 
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sun’s rays falling on them. However, their dance was surpassed by the dance of the 
daffodils. The daffodils seemed to be dancing with much more liveliness and vigour. 
 

5. In the beginning of the poem the poet shows a sense of loneliness (I wandered lonely as 
a cloud.) This was probably because of the death of his brother John which was not 
pleasant. 
However then there is a sudden shift to the world of nature in which the beautiful golden 
daffodils capture his attention and he is transported to another world of bliss. He feels 
gleeful, happy and gay to be in the jocund company of the objects of nature. He uses the 
lines, 
                       The poet could not be but gay 

In such jocund company!” 

Answer 5. 

1. Each one of the athlete was fired with longing to win a medal, gold, silver or bronze. 
They knew the competition had to be very tough. So, they put in a lot of their time in 
preparation and training. Each of them had trained themselves for many months for the 
final event. Winning a medal in the Olympics is the ultimate goal of every athlete in the 
world. The spectators gathered around the field to cheer and encourage the contestants. 
One hundred metre race was to be begin as the last race. 
 

2. Banner said special Olympics. Pistol was fired in the air. The runners were also ready for 
the race. 
 

3. When the signal was given and the pistol shot was heard, the participants moved fast. 
They run as fast as they could have ever. One contestant who was weaker, could not 
run his legs gave in and he fell on the track. The fallen contestant was distressed 
beyond imagination. He gave out a cry in frustration because his hard work had come to 
nothing. His dream had remained a dream. He was more in mental anguish than in 
physical pain. 
 

4. One by one they all turned around and went back to help him. And lifted the land to his 
feet. 
The above lines bring out the theme of empathy and celebration of human values. 
Empathy is the ability to understand other person’s feelings from ‘his point of you’. It 
means to put yourself in another's shoes. The poem celebrates human values pertaining 
to kindness, cooperation and empathy. It brings out the idea that caring and sharing is 
much more important than winning or losing. 
Sports is not about winning medals but also about learning the values of empathy and 
cooperation. The poem brings out a situation, where the contestants set aside their 
desire to win, to help another contestant, who had fallen down. They empathized with 
him. 
 

5. When the younger contestant fell down, something unexpected and surprising 
happened. The remaining eight contestants stopped and looked back at their fallen 
companion. They were expected not to stop but continue the race. But, they did what no 
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competitor had ever done. One by one they turned around and came back to the fallen 
athlete. They lifted him (a mere boy) to his feet. 
Looking at the fallen contestant, they all realize the anguish of the fallen man and so 
they knew what to do. Their gesture of lifting the lad to his feet is praiseworthy. When the 
young boy was brought to his feet, all the nine athletes joined hands and walked to the 
finishing line together. In other words, the contestants walked the distance of hundred 
yards (which was to be run) at the speed of the contestant who has fallen down. 
Eventually, the race that was meant for running was then reduced to a walk. The race 
ended with not one but nine winners. Each one of them was given a gold medal for they 
walked hand in hand to the finishing line. 

Answer 6. 

1. The poet says that ‘six humans’ get trapped by chance in a very bleak and bitter cold. 
 

2. Tattered clothes suggest that the third man was very poor. He was full of bitterness and 
envy for the unworthy rich folk. To protect himself from the freezing cold he gives his 
coat a hitch. 
However, the word ‘hitch’ is suggestive of his tightness, anger for the rich. It shows that 
the poor man in tattered clothes is not generous but ‘jealous’. He thought it would be 
unjust to give what little he had to help those who had more than him. Hence he held his 
stick back. 
 

3. The poem is set in Ohio, a place where the blacks were simply hated and ignored by the 
whites. In the times the poem refers to, there was a law which prohibited the blacks from 
appearing in public after the dark. The black man seemed to have suffered many 
atrocities at the hands of whites. His face itself showed how revengeful he was. 
As the fire was dying, he thought he had the chance to hurt the white people by keeping 
his stick with him. He clearly suffered from the vice of spite. 
 

4. The black man was an opportunist. The black man seemed to have suffered many 
atrocities at the hands of whites. His face itself showed how revengeful he was. 
As the fire was dying, he thought he had the chance to hurt the white people by keeping 
his stick with him. He clearly suffered from the vice of spite. 
 

5. Yes, its apt. Six men are trapped in cold weather and their dying fire is in need of logs 
but even though each of them is clutching a piece of wood, they cannot put it to use due 
to their selfishness. Thus, by the end, each one of them dies from the ‘cold within’. Their 
cold heartedness invites death in the end and they die with their logs held tight in their 
hands. They die not from the outside cold but the lack of fire of compassion in their 
hearts. Each perishes, not because of the cold outside but of the cold heartedness within 
each. 

Section C – Prose 
Answer 7. 
1. The story ‘Old Man at the Bridge’ is written by Ernest Hemingway. He was an American 

novelist, short story writer and journalist. “Old Man at the Bridge” was inspired by 
Hemingway's travels as a war correspondent during the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s. 
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In fact, the story was originally composed as a news dispatch from the Amposta Bridge 
over the Ebro River on Easter Sunday in 1938 as the Fascists were set to overrun the 
region. 
 

2. An old man with steel rimmed glasses and dusty clothes and gray dusky face sat by the 
side of the road. He had come from the town of San Carlos, his native home town.  
The old man was too tired to go any further. Moreover, he was a fatalist and did not care 
about his safety and had resigned to his fate as a casualty of war. 
 

3. It was the narrator’s duty/business to cross the bridge, explore the bridgehead beyond 
and find out to what point the enemy had advanced. 
 

4. The old man was seventy-six years old. He had already walked twelve kilometres and 
couldn’t walk any further. Moreover, he was a fatalist and had given up to his fate. 
However it doesn’t surprise us when he says ‘I can go no further.’ The old man has no 
vitality left, he is described as blank and tired and his meaning of life, his animals have 
been taken away from him by the civil war and fight. The narrator is worried about the 
safety of the old man at the bridge. The Fascists could launch their planes any time. The 
narrator wants him to make it to the trucks up to the road where it forked to Tortosa and 
then towards Barcelona. 
 

5. The old man must have died. Yes, the portrait is realistic. The old man symbolises the 
men and women who have to leave their homes as victims of war with which they have 
nothing to do. The old man is a victim of war like the goat, because like the goat; unlike 
the pigeons, cannot fly. 

Answer 8. 

1. The Olympic Games which were held in the summer of 1936 in Berlin, Germany, is 
referred to in the above extract. Jesse Owens, is the main protagonist. 
 

2. Jesse Owens had thought of taking home one or two of the gold medals however he had 
set his eyes and was expecting to win the gold especially by the winning broad jump. His 
greatest competitor was the German athlete Luz Long. He was a Negro, son of a 
sharecropper and grandson of a slave, from America. 
 

3. On seeing Owens’ foul twice, Luz Long advised him to draw a line few inches in back of 
the board and aim at making his take-off from there. By doing this he would be sure not 
to foul and he also confidently assured that he would certainly jump far enough to 
qualify.  
Yes, it did eventually prove successful. Owens’ confidently drew a line full foot in back of 
the board and proceeded to jump from there. He qualified with almost a foot to spare.  
 

4. In the finals, Luz broke his own past record and in doing so he pushed Jesse Owens’ on, 
to a peak performance.  
Owens’ set the Olympic record of 26 feet 5-5/16 inches, beating Luz Long. 

5. Sportsmanship is an aspiration or ethos that a sport activity will be enjoyed for its own 
sake, with proper consideration for fairness, ethics, respect and a sense of fellowship 
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with one’s competitor. My Greatest Olympic Prize depicts how German athlete Luz Long 
exhibited true spirit of sportsmanship by being friendly and motivating to his competitor 
Jesse Owens. 
Jesse Owens through his short autobiographical account showcases the true and honest 
friendship formed between him and German athlete Luz Long. When Luz Long saw 
Owens making fouls, he acted as a true guide and friend. 
He did not act as a rival but helped him qualify for the jump finals in the 1936 Olympics. 
In the finals, Jesse Owens won and secured gold medals but the friendship he formed 
with Luz Long was what he calls his greatest Olympic Prize and calls it 24 carat pure. 

Answer 9. 

1. It is suggested that children are eagerly waiting for some event to happen. It seems they 
were anticipating it for a long time and it was about to happen now. The characters i.e. 
the children who lived on the planet Venus were getting ready to see the sun which was 
hidden. Scientists had predicted that the sun would appear that day and the children 
were getting ready for the mega event. These children could not remember a time when 
there was no rain, since the sun came out only once in seven years and the last time 
they witnessed the sun they were hardly two years old and could not recall the hour 
when the sun showed its face to the stunned world. These children had no memory of 
the sun. 
 

2. In Venus, it rained for seven years and the sun was seen only once in seven years. The 
planet Venus has been referred to as the raining world. It has been said so because it 
had been raining for seven years. Thousands upon thousands of days were 
compounded and filled from one end to the other with rain, with the drum and gush of 
water. It was filled with the sweet crystal fall of showers and the concussions of storms 
so heavy that they came like tidal waves over the islands. A thousand forests had been 
crushed again. This was the way of life on Venus, hence it has been referred to as a 
raining world. 
 

3. When the sun rose, the children came out shouting and laughing on the jungle 
mattresses. The joy on the faces of the children on seeing the yellow sun was 
indescribable. Even after the teacher’s instructions and warning, they started running 
and turning their faces up to the sky and feeling the sun on their cheeks like a warm iron. 
They took off their jackets so that the sun could burn their arms. They found it better 
than the sun lamps. The children living on planet Venus were so happy to welcome the 
sun as if a child feels when he or she gets a new toy. They turn their faces up to the sky 
again and again to feel the warmth of sun. They ran among the tress and for the slipped 
and fell, pushed each other and played hide and seek. It seemed as if they got the life in 
real sense. They put their hands up to the yellowness of the sun and tried to feel it on 
their faces. They breathed the fresh air and listened to the silence which took them to 
the soundless and motionless sea. 
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Answers of Practice Paper 11 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 

1. The injunctions were that firstly he could never disclose his choice of casket to anyone. 
Secondly, if he makes the wrong choice, he would never be able to woo any other lady 
in terms of marriage and lastly if he chose the wrong casket, he would have to leave the 
place immediately.  
Hazard here means ‘risk’; it means that the suitor would have to take his chances by 
taking the casket test. 
Portia is being modest and uses this word as she feels that she is not worthy enough for 
men to risk their marriage lives because if Arragon chose the wrong casket then he 
never be able to woo another lady in terms of marriage. 
 

2. By saying the above lines, Arragon means that he has prepared himself and he is ready 
to take the risk. 
He wishes that his fortune would be with him and he would pick the right casket. 
Portia had earlier said that one of the three caskets contains her portrait and if he selects 
the correct one then she would marry him. She also said that if he selected the wrong 
casket then he would have to prevent from disclosing his choice of casket, he would 
never get to woo another lady in terms of marriage and he would have to leave the place 
immediately. 
 

3. She feels that she is being dictated by destiny for the most important decisions of her life 
because due to her father’s will, she can neither refuse the one whom she dislikes nor 
marry the one whom she likes. 
Nerissa told Portia that her father was a very wise man and because of his casket test 
only the one who truly deserved Portia, would get to marry her. 
 

4. While selecting his casket, Arragon talks about martlet, a small bird, who builds its nest 
on the outside walls of a building and thus brings danger upon itself by doing so. 
He also says that he would not select the golden casket whose inscriptions were ‘he who 
chooseth me shall get what many men desire.’ He says that he would not be like the 
foolish multitude who go by the outward appearances and fail to understand the true 
meaning of something. 
 

5. The Prince of Arragon chose the silver casket. 
As a result of his selection, he found a portrait of a blinking idiot inside with a scroll 
attached to it. Inside the scroll the inscription were, ‘the fire has seven times tried this, 
seven times tried that judgment is, that never did choose amiss some there be, that 
shadow’s kiss but such have a shadow’s bliss, there be fools alive I wish, silvered over 
and so was this, I will ever be your head, so be gone you are sped.’ Arragon says that 
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he’d come with one fool’s head and now he goes with two. He bids a goodbye to Portia 
and he says that he would keep his oath and would patiently bare his wroth. 

Answer 2. 

1. When Portia gives the ring to Bassanio she says that if he parts from it or loses it, or 
gives it away he would presage the ruin of their love and it would be her vantage to 
exclaim upon him. Bassanio makes a plea by saying that if she knew to whom he gave 
the ring, for which he gave the ring, and how unwillingly he gave the ring, when nothing 
would be accepted but the ring Portia would abate the strength of her anger. 
 

2. When the lawyer (Portia) asked for Bassanio’s ring as his fee, Bassanio was hesitant 
and reluctant and he was unwilling as if was gifted to him by his dear wife. He says that 
he would get him the best ring in Venice by proclamation instead of the one he had. 
Bassanio did refuse to give but on further persuasion from Antonio, he finally gave it 
away on account of the lawyer’s deservings and Antonio’s love. 
 

3. Portia says if Bassanio knew how much the ring meant or if he knew half the worthiness 
of the person who gave the ring or if he knew how much his own honour depended on 
keeping the ring, he would not have parted with it. She further says that no man would 
so unreasonable to insist on taking the ring if he had defended with zeal.  
 

4. Bassanio tells Portia that there was a wise doctor of Rome, who helped save Antonio’s 
life, and he had begged Bassanio for the ring and when he did deny the doctor the ring, 
he left without it, dejected. He further said that no other thing would be accepted other 
than the ring and the doctor was really worthy. Upon Antonio’s further persuasion he 
finally agree to give away the ring. 
 

5. Later in the scene, Portia unfolds the secret by giving the same ring she had of 
Bassanio. And revealing that the young lawyer from Padua from Bellario, who had saved 
Antonio’s life from Shylock, was none other than she herself. She then gives a letter to 
Antonio, which informed him that three of his argosies which are richly laden have come 
back to harbour suddenly. Portia says that her clerk Nerissa too had good news for 
Lorenzo and Jessica and hands a special deed of gift wherein the rich Jew after he dies 
passes his possession to them. 

Answer 3. 
1. Gratino is a friend of Bassanio, a Christian. When Gratiano requests that he too would 

want to accompany Bassanio to Belmont, Bassanio says the above words. 
 

2. Gratiano wants to go with Bassanio to Belmont, so Bassanio allows him to accompany 
him, but wants him to improve his behaviour. He tells him that he is too loud and rude. 
Those qualities may suit him and do not appear as faults. Bassanio is phrasing his 
criticism of a friend very discreetly. He says that where people do not know him well, this 
behaviour would appear too wild and unrestrained. 
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3. Gratiano asserts that he will put on decent clothes and wear a serious look. He will talk 
with respect and very seldom use an oath. He will carry a prayer book in his pocket to 
give an impression that he is a devoted man. He will look serious and solemn. When 
Grace is being said before the meals, he will hood his eyes with his hat and solemnly 
say ‘amen’. He will do everything that good manners and politeness demands, like one 
who has practiced to put up a serious appearance of solemnity to please his 
grandmother. He asserts that if he fails to be true to his words, never to trust him. 
 

4. Bassanio tells Antonio that according to him Gratiano speaks great deal of non-sense 
more than any other man in Venice. His speech is like two grains of good sense hidden 
in two bushels of chaff/nonsense. If one spends the whole day to find sense in it, and 
before one has discovered it, will realise that it is not worth the search. 
 

5. Gratiano proves to be a loyal friend at the end. He requests shylock to show mercy and 
let go off the bond. He requests Portia (lawyer) to wrest the law. He even wishes his wife 
to be dead so that she could entreat god to help Antonio. 

Section B – Poetry 
Answer 4. 
1. The most important thing the poet has learnt so far as children are concerned is that 

they should never be allowed to watch television. Moreover, a better solution would be 
not to install a television set in their homes in the first place. 
 

2. He has observed in every house that children watch it eagerly gaping at the screen. 
They loll and slop and lounge about it and stare until their eyes pop out. The poet 
believes that television is an idiot box, that makes its viewers stupid and dull. 
 

3. The poet, in an effort to warn the parents towards the ill-effect of TV, asks them if they 
have considered what harm it does to their children when they continue to watch it for a 
long time. He says that it rots the sense in the head and kills imagination dead. This is 
and should be the major concern for all the parents. Television watching is a passive 
activity. It receives everything as it is. It blocks fresh thinking. So, it makes the child 
viewer dull. He cannot distinguish between real and the fantastic. His brain becomes as 
soft as cheese and he loses the power to think and imagine things. This has been 
confirmed by many independent research surveys.  
 

4. He advices children to read books for entertainment. Books can not only enhance your 
vocabulary but also open a new world to child. It transports the child to a different 
dimension where he is free to imagine and create new wonders. Reading of books 
triggers a child’s thought process and makes him creative. This creative bend of mind 
further enhances his personality. Unlike the television sets which offer the latest trends, 
books give a glimpse into, the part and it’s a portal for the unknown mysteries as well. 
 

5. To throw the television set away. The poet is an assuring mood convinces parents that 
they will observe gradual change in their children. He tells the parents that once the 
television set is removed and the children start reading books. The children would be so 
much enamoured of books that they will begin to wonder why they used to watch the 
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stupid ‘machine’. They will find the TV set ‘nauseating, foul and repulsive’. Later, they 
will love their parents for replacing the television set with books and introducing them to 
books. The central idea of the poem is that reading books can pave a glorious path for 
children and make them more sensible. It stresses on the importance of reading books. 

Answer 5. 
1. Athletes come from all over the country to make their people proud by winning the gold 

medal. 
The air was filled with suspense so as to who would with the gold. However, each one 
of the athlete was fired with longing to win a medal, gold, silver or bronze. 
 

2. The last event of the day was the hundred metre race which is the final race and the 
most prestigious event of the Olympics. Nine differently-abled athletes were competing 
for this event. 
 

3. When the signal was given and the pistol shot was heard, theparticipants moved fast. 
They run as fast as they could have ever.One contestant who was weaker, could not 
run his legs gave in and hefell on the track. The fallen contestant was distressed 
beyondimagination.He gave out a cry in frustration because his hard work had come 
tonothing. His dream had remained a dream. He was more in mentalanguish than in 
physical pain. 

 
4. When the younger contestant fell down, something unexpected andsurprising 

happened. The remaining eight contestants stopped andlooked back at their fallen 
companion. They were expected not tostop but continue the race. But, they did what 
no competitor hadever done. One by one they turned around and came back to 
thefallen athlete. They lifted him (a mere boy) to his feet. 
Looking at the fallen contestant, they all realize the anguish of thefallen man and so 
they knew what to do. Their gesture of lifting thelad to his feet is praiseworthy. 
 

5. The poet remarks that the words and the banner ‘Special Olympics’turned out to be 
true. It was indeed a special one. The poetemphasizes the special significance of the 
‘Special Olympics’ byrevealing the contestants rare act of true sportsmanship where 
the race ended and each participant was awarded a gold medal. All wereawarded for 
the rare act empathy, as they empathize with the onewho had fallen down and help 
him instantly at the cost of losing therace. This act of selflessness compelled the 
narrator to say that thebanner that read ‘Special Olympics’ could not have been more 
on themark. 

Answer 6.  
1. One night when Ben Adhem was awakened from a deep dream of peace, he saw that 

his room was filled with moonlight making it appear rich(bright) like a lily in bloom. He 
also saw an angel writing something in a book of gold. 
 

2. Abou felt a little bit low and was shocked on knowing that his name was not among 
those who loved God. 
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He wasn’t depressed or disappointed as he cheerfully and humbly requested the angel 
to write his name in the list that loves his fellowmen. 
He expected his name to be in the book of gold which contained the names of the ones 
that loved the Lord. 
 

3. Abou was a little sad on not hearing his name in the list of people who loved the Lord but 
however he was not disheartened. He cheerfully asked the angel to include his name in 
the list of people who loved their fellow men. So, the angel agreed to write his name. 
The following night, the vision appeared in Ben Adhem’s room with a great awakening 
light and showed him the names of those whom the love of God had blessed and to his 
surprise his name led all the rest. 
 

4. It was a matter of delight for Abou to see that his name led the list of those whom the 
love of God had blessed. It satisfied him to the have received the love of Lord even 
when his name was not on the list of those who had loved Lord. 
 

5. Yes, this poem is didactic. It has a moral that God loves only those who love their 
fellowmen. It is relevant in today's time as people are losing human touch and lack 
empathy and compassion for each other. 

Section C – Prose 
Answer 7.  
1. Chief Seattle refers to George Washington who was the first President of the USA, as 

our father. 
He says that since King George has moved his boundaries further north it was only 
George Washington who could save them and protect them from their ancient enemies. 
Hence, he says the above words. 
 

2. Chief Seattle says that “youth is impulsive”, because young men often indulge in the 
revengeful acts considering them to be gainful. With thoughts such as these Chief 
Seattle’s life was guided by humanitarian principles rather than destructive principles. He 
wished to promote human welfare and therefore did not promote war. He spoke of war 
painfully and thus, hoped that native Americans and The White would never turn hostile 
to each other. He believed that war only brings loss. 
 

3. The good father would protect the native people only if they did as he desired. He 
wanted the native Americans to sell their sacred land to the Imperial Masters (the white) 
or the pale faced children. 
By the words ‘bristling wall of strength’, he refers to the brave, rigorous and energetic 
White Warriors who would save them from their ancient enemies. 
 

4. Chief Seattle proves that the white man's God is not the god of the natives by saying that 
your God loves your people and hates mine. He folds his strong protective arms lovingly 
on his pale faced children and leads him by the hand as a father leads an infant son. 
But, he has forsaken his red children. If the white man's God loved his people he would 
have protected them from diminishing, on the other hand he makes his white children 
wax stronger every day. 
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5. The speech is the mouthpiece of animistic philosophy, which shows that plants, animals 

and inanimate objects have life like that of man. Seattle in his speech cannot 
comprehend the idea of selling and buying land, as it is a natural resource. He says that 
he is not talking of land as a piece of geographical area but as the ground rich with the 
blood of his ancestors. Moreover, the world with ‘its valleys, its rivers, its magnificent 
mountains’, is alive and precious. These are the resources bestowed to the man and 
hence it is important to care for them and thus support sustainable development. It is his 
duty to use the resources keeping in mind the needs of future generation. 

Answer 8.  
1. Mr Oliver found the boy sitting alone on a rock at night in the pine forest. 

As Mr Oliver moved closer to the boy he sensed that something was wrong. The boy 
appeared to be crying. The boy was sitting with his head hung down and holding his face 
in his hands. The boy was crying continuously and his body shook convulsing. But what 
made Oliver uneasy was that the boy’s weeping was soundless. 
 

2. ‘Miscreant’ is a person who has done some mischief. 
Oliver had noticed a boy with his school cap sitting on a rock at night. The hostel boys 
were not supposed to come out after dark.So when he saw the boy he assumed that he 
was miscreant whoplayed a wag from school. 
 

3. As a teacher having concern for the boy, Oliver asked the boy why he was there at night 
and why he was crying. The boy however would not answer or look up. His body 
continued to be racked with silent sobbing. Oliver asked him again the reason why he 
was there at night and asked him what was the trouble. Upon this the boy looked up. He 
took his hands from his face and looked up at the teacher. 
 

4. By the use of the words strange, soundless weeping, the author has tried to create an 
atmosphere of strangeness, mystery and supernaturalism. Here he makes the super 
natural appear entirely natural by his artistic skill and therefore it becomes hard to 
ignore. The seeds of fear and suspense are solved in the minds of the readers. 
 

5. When the boy finally removed his hands from his face and looked up at Oliver, he was 
horrified. As the torch light fell on the boy’sface, Oliver was stunned to see that the boy’s 
face was featureless, without eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It was just a roundsmooth head 
with a school cap on top. 

Answer 9.  
1. The little girl was a ‘picture of misery’ in the cold and gloom, she walked bareheaded and 

barefoot through the streets. Her naked feet had become red and blue with the cold. She 
didn’t have enough warm clothes and shoes to protect herself. She was shivering and 
hungry. In her old apron she carried many matches which nobody had brought from her 
nor had anybody given her a single penny all day. Moreover, through the description of 
her dilapidated house shows she belonged to a poor household. 
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2. The little girl was out in the cold trying to sell matches. She was a victim of child labour 
and physicaly abused at the hands of her father, who did not have any concern for her 
welfare and used to ill-treat her. 
She did not dare go home because she had not sold any matches nor had earned a 
single penny. Her father would surely beat her and moreover it was very cold at home 
for they had nothing but the roof above them and the wind whistled through that even 
when the largest cracks were stuffed with straws and rags. 
As it was very cold and she was shivering, she was not in position to pull out a match. 
 

3. On striking another match on the wall, on the glow stood her grandmother she looked 
very gentle, kind and loving in the bright and shining glow. The little girl pleaded to her 
grandmother to take her along with her. Then she quickly struck all the rest matches she 
had in the packet for she knew that when the match was burnt out, even her 
grandmother would vanish like the warm stove, the lovely roast goose and the great 
glorious Christmas tree and she wanted to keep her grandmother with her. This depicted 
her desire to be with one true relative and God to relinquish her suffering. 
When the matches flared up with a blaze it was brighter than broad daylight. Her 
grandmother seemed more beautiful and stately than before. 
She took the little girl in her arms and flew with her high towards heaven, towards glory 
and joy. Now, she knew neither cold, hunger nor fear for they were both with God. 
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Answers of Practice Paper 12 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 

1. Earlier Lorenzo had said that music has a soothing effect on unhandled colts. He says 
that it is the nature of wild untrained animals to leap around like crazy roaring and 
neighing loudly. They do so because its in their blood. However, if they happen to hear a 
trumpet or any kind of music they all stand still. Sweet music, makes their wild eyes 
peaceful. 
 

2. Lorenzo says that music was one of the reason why poet Ovid wrote that the great 
musician Orephus could make trees, stones and streams move from place to place by 
the power of his music. 
According to Lorenzo music could not change one’s fierce nature but it could at least 
change for some time. 
 

3. Shylock is the other person in Jessica’s life that shows dislike for music. When Shylock 
is invited for dinner and he comes to know about the masquerade, he warns Jessica to 
lock up the doors when she hears the drums and asks her to not clamber up the 
casements when she hears the sound of the wry-necked fife. He warns her not to put out 
her head into the street to see the vanished faces of the Christians. He warns her to lock 
up his house’s ears that is the casements so that the sound of the shallow foppery would 
not enter his sober and serious house. 
 

4. Lorenzo means to say that a man who cannot be moved by the harmonious melodies is 
fit only for treachery, violence and destruction. Lorenzo tells Jessica that people who do 
not like music are fit only for treasons, stratagems, and spoils. The motions of theirs 
spirit are dull as night and their affections as dark as Erebus and no such man must be 
trusted. 
 

5. Later in the play, Portia says that goodness depends on circumstances and she says 
that music no matter how sweet, it sounds sweeter only by the night. Portia says that the 
crow may sound as sweet as the lark unless we have heard both of them and if the 
nightingale sings during the day time when every goose is cackling then she would 
sound as bad as a wren. 

Answer 2. 

1. The princes that come to woo Portia had to undergo a test called the casket test. In 
order to be eligible to give the casket test, they had to take three oaths which were; If he 
chose wrong, he would not woo a lady in terms of marriage, If he chose wrong casket he 
had to begin immediately without a word and the third that he would never tell anyone 
which casket he chose. 
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2. The Prince of Arragon says that lead was dull and lead should become fairer before he 

would give any hazard for lead. The inscription the lead casket bore, “who chooseth me 
shall give a hazard all he hath,” so Arragon rejects it by saying that it should become 
more appealing to him before he would hazard anything. 
Arragon doesn’t choose the lead casket saying that it has to be more attractive for him to 
risk or give anything. The inscription on the gold casket which said, he who chooses me 
will get what many men want, forced him not to choose it. The word many according to 
him referred to most people who are fools and chose by whatever is flashy. They don’t 
go beyond what their eyes see. They don’t bother to find out what’s on the inside. 
 

3. Arragon reads the inscription on the silver casket which says that “who chooseth me 
shall get as much as he deserves”. Arragon, justifies by saying that no one should go 
beyond their deserving. He says that had all the degrees, offices and lands which had 
been taken corruptly and all were earned by the true deserving of the person, then, all 
those people (to whom everyone bows down) would stand bare, as in their hats on their 
heads would be removed and all those people who were not covered would stand bare. 
 

4. The Prince of Arragon chooses the silver casket. 
Silver stands for conceit, vanity and self-deception- all three traits of Arragon’s 
personality. 
 

5. The Prince finds a scroll in the casket along with a portrait of a blinking idiot. He then 
asks himself if he deserved no more than a fools head and whether his deservings are 
no better. 
He says that he came with one fools head and he was leaving with two. 
Since he loses, he immediately leaves, which was one of the instructions of the oath. 

Answer 3. 

1. Portia’s servant says the above words to his mistress. He brings in the news that a 
messenger has come from Venice announcing the arrival of his lord. 
 

2. The young Venetian is Gratiano. The servant tells Portia that a young gentleman from 
Venice has just dismounted from his horse. He has come as a fore-runner, in advance of 
his master, to announce his arrival. The servant brings from him kind words of greetings 
and gifts. He says that he has never seen so pleasing a messenger on an errand of love. 
Nothing is comparable to this gorgeous messenger who rides in advance not even a day 
in April, the sweetest spring day, that gives the foretaste of the bright and sunny 
summer. 
 

3. Portia tells the servant to stop speaking as he seems to be in holiday spirits singing 
praises of the messenger. She is afraid to hear him say presently, that he is some 
relative of his, as he seems so anxious to create a favourable impression of him. Portia 
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tells Nerissa to come along quickly with her as she is most impatient to behold this swift 
messenger of cupid who comes in so courteous a manner 
 

4. Nerissa wishes that the suitor be Bassanio. She prays to the God of Love and wishes 
and hopes that it is Bassanio. 
 

5. Bassanio, the Venetian, the solider, the scholar chose the right casket. He chooses the 
lead casket which has the indcription, ‘who chooseth me must risk and lead casket 
which had the inscription, He is attracted by the paleness of lead that the eloquence of 
gold and silver and though the inscription was threatening he found it more promising. 
Hence, he chooses the lead casket. 

Section B – Poetry 

Answer 4. 

1. The little girl Wilhelmine was sporting in the green grass in front of her Grandfather old 
Kasper who was sitting in the sun in the evening by the cottage door after his days work 
was done. 
 

2. Peterkin had rolling something that was large and round. Peterkin had discovered the 
skull by the side of the rivulet while he was playing there. Kaspar exclaims that the skull 
was of some ‘poor fellow’ as he fell a victim to the death and destruction caused by the 
famous victory where scores of the other people were also filled in the battle that was 
known for its victory. 
 

3. The old man pointed to the nearby stream, he said that his father used to live there at 
Blenheim. His house was burnt down and he was forced to run away with his wife and 
child. He had no place to take shelter. 
 

4. Although Kaspar is aware of the damage caused by the war, yet he seems to be more 
interested in the victory achieved in the war than its purpose or benefits. His gruesome 
descriptions followed by his casual sayings create an effect of irony in the poem.  
Old Kasper repeats the verse ‘great victory as this was all he knows about the word 
hence the ironical tone used in the poem exposes to the readers pointlessness of War. 
 

5. After Blenheim, has a scathing criticism of the horrors of War. It shows that international 
diplomacy, politics and war are matters which are cut off from the lives of common men. 
It is through the innocence of Peterkin and Wilhelmine that the poet expresses his 
condemnation of War. The poem exposes the destruction caused by the war. For 
common man, war means death, devastation, hunger and destruction of peace. The 
poet is unable to point out any benefit from the famous victory by making Kasper repeat 
that it was a great victory. The poet manages question its greatness. Moreover, the idle 
boastfulness of Heroes who win wars and the futility of War itself is depicted by innocent 
children. Thus, the innocent children become the mouthpiece of the poet who expresses 
his disapproval of War. 
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Answer 5. 

1. Abou Ben Adhem was a priest. He was a pious and god-fearing person. He was noble, 
selfless and virtuous man who always thought about well-being of others. 

2. One night when Ben Adhem was awakened from a deep dream of peace, he saw that 
his room was filled with moonlight making it appear rich (bright) like a lily in bloom. He 
also saw an angel writing something in a book of gold. 
 

3. Abou asked the angel what was it writing in the book of gold and was his name in it. The 
angel replied by saying that he was writing the names of those who loved the lord and 
Abou’s name was not in the list. 
 

4. Abou felt a little bit low and was shocked on knowing that his name was not among 
those who loved God. 
No, he wasn’t depressed or disappointed as he cheerfully and humbly requested the 
angel to write his name in the list that loves his fellowmen. 
 

5. Abou’s name topped the list of those men who were loved by God. This reveals that love 
towards fellow human beings is the best means to receive the blessings of God. Those 
who love others are loved by God.  
Conversely, those who hate others are shunned by God. 

Answer 6. 

1. The first person was a woman and was not ready to renounce her stick of wood to keep 
the fire burning because she had noticed that one of them was black. She did not want 
to save the black. Thus, she acted out to her racial prejudice. 
 

2. The third man was very poor. He was full of bitterness and envy for the unworthy rich 
folk. To protect himself from the freezing cold he gives his coat a hitch.  
However, the word ‘hitch’ is suggestive of his tightness, anger for the rich. It shows that 
the poor man in tattered clothes is not generous but ‘jealous’. He thought it would it 
would be unjust to give what little he had to help those who had more than him. Hence 
he held his stick back. 
 

3. The rich consider the poor as ‘lazy shiftless’, i.e. lacking any ambition and energy. The 
rich man is preoccupied with the thoughts of his wealth which he wants to keep away 
from the undeserving lazy poor people.  
By this it showed that he was ruled by his greed and stinginess. 
 

4. While mentioning the last man of the lonely group the poet says that he did nothing 
except he got something in return for his benefit. He lacked generosity. He was ruled by 
selfishness. As no one else had given his stick he would also keep his stick with him. In 
fact, he would do nothing except for gain. Eventually they all die. 
 

5. The poem “The Cold Within” by James Patrick Kinney gives us a message or warning. It 
refers to the lack of feelings or hatred for others, which is nothing short of a cardinal sin. 
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Many of us develop this coldness in our hearts out of some prejudice. This prejudice 
may relate to race, colour, caste, religion, or region. It makes us mean, stingy, selfish, 
greedy or unkind. It shows the futility of discrimination, racism and bigotry. The coldness 
which we carry in our hearts is dangerous and fatal. It prevents us from reaching out to 
others from helping and saving others and ourselves. It makes us lead a sinful life. He 
emphasises that we should give up prejudices as they are sins and are self-destructive. 

Section C – Prose 

Answer 7. 

1. ‘She’ refers to Margot, one of the children who lived on planet Venus.  
Margot was one of the children who lived on the planet Venus, she was different from 
the other children because she had lived in Ohio until she was five. So, she had many 
memories of the sun, whereas the other children had been on Venus all their lives and 
they had been only two years old when last the sun came out.   
 

2. The story is set on the planet Venus. The planet Venus has been referred to as the 
raining world. It had been raining for seven years. Thousands upon thousands of days 
were compounded and filled from one end to the other with rain, with the drum and gush 
of water. It was filled with the sweet crystal fall of showers and the concussions of 
storms so heavy that they came like tidal waves over the islands. A thousand forests had 
been crushed again. 
 

3. Since Margot had seen and basked in the glory of the sun she remembered how it was. 
She describes the sun as a penny (round). She describes the sun as fire in the stove. 
She describes the sun and defines it as a sunflower and could also write a poem on it. 
 

4. William and other children were jealous of Margot and behaved meanly and were 
insensitive. They eventually resorted to bullying to give vent to their feelings. They felt 
hostility towards Margot for her experience on Earth with the Sun that they longed for 
and could not remember ever seeing it. William would push her and run away. At times 
he would speak rudely to her on seeing her stand near the window, waiting for the sun to 
emerge. William also roped in other children for teasing and bullying and convinced 
them to lock Margot in the closet. 
 

5. Margot was different from other children in the class and the children resented her. First 
reason being she had come from earth and knew how the sun looked. She played no 
games with them in the tunnels of the underground city. If they tagged her and ran, she 
stood blinking after them and did not follow. When the other children sang songs about 
happening and life and games she did not participate. Only when they sang about the 
sun and summer did her lips move as she watched the wrenched windows. She dreaded 
water and refused to take shower making her different from other children in her class. 
The fact that she had recently shifted to Venus and she had the knowledge of earth a 
place where the sun shines regularly made the children feel jealous and envious of her. 
They were jealous and cruel towards Margot and treated her indifferently. 
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Answer 8. 

1. When Mrs. Thompson insisted that her husband should go at once and get the permit for 
poorhouse, he subdued his wife with an impressive tone and reminded her that therewas 
much written in the Bible about little children. He reminded her how the savior rebuked 
the disciples who would not receive them; how he took them up in his arms and blessed 
them and how he said that who so ever gave them even a cup of cold water should not 
go unrewarded. 
 

2. Joe pleaded with his wife to keep Maggie for a single night by citing scripture from the 
Bible. He reminded her how Jesus had rebuked his disciples who did not help the little 
children and how he himself took up the children in his arms blessed them. Moreover, it 
was a small thing for them to keep the poor motherless girl for one single night, to be 
kind to her for a single night, to make her life comfortable for a single night. On saying 
this, the voice of the strong, rough man shook and he turned his head away so that the 
moisture in his eyes might not be seen. 
 

3. When Mrs. Thompson demanded why Maggie was not sent to the poorhouse, Joe said 
that she couldn't walk to the poorhouse and that somebody's arms must carry her and 
his arms were strong enough for that task. Furthermore, he informed Mrs. Thompson 
that the Guardians of the poor house must be met first and a permit has to be obtained 
before sending Maggie to the poorhouse. Hence, to avoid going on a fool's errand he 
brought Maggie home for the night. 
 

4. On hearing Joe, although Mrs. Thompson did not answer a soft feeling crept into her 
heart. She seemed to have melt down considerably and seemed ready to give shelter to 
the poor sick child for the night. 
 

5. Mrs. Joe Thompson was childless. She was not a woman of saintly temper, nor much 
was given by her to the self-denial for others’ good. Joe was well aware of his wife's 
bitter nature and he had well-grounded doubts touching the manner of greeting he would 
receive on his arrival at home with Maggie. She was bereft of motherly feelings but 
Maggie’s innocent looks brought back the tender maternal feelings. The love for the child 
changed her. The sweetness of the sick child, looking ever to her in love, patience and 
gratitude brought a change in Mrs Thompson and she wholeheartedly accepted Maggie 
as her child. The sweetness of the sick child was like honey to her soul. 

Answer 9. 

1. Muni sat patiently on an upturned packing case below the platform of the shop. The 
shop man paid no attention to him. Muni clearing his throat, coughing and sneezing until 
the shop man could not stand it anymore and demanded what he ailed with. 
Sarcastically referring to Muni as a young man, he said that he would fly into the gutter if 
he sneezed hard, to which Muni laughed inordinately, in order to please the shop man, 
at being called a “young man”. This completely won the shop man over as he liked his 
sense of humor to be appreciated. 
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2. When Muni saw the red-faced man, he felt that he should get up and run away but could 
not put his limbs into action because of his old age. He noticed that the red-faced man 
was wearing khaki clothes and believed him to be a policeman or a soldier. Muni felt 
inclined to run but he feared that the red man would chase or shoot him if he did so. 
Muni was apprehensive of the khaki and one part of his mind warned him to beware. It 
warned him to take all the cigarettes or whatever was offered but not get arrested falsely 
by the khaki for the murder which was not committed by him. 
 

3. While Muni’s eyes travelled to his goats which were nosing about attempting to wrest 
nutrition from minute greenery peeping out of rocks and dry earth, the foreigner followed 
his look and decided that it would be a sound policy to show an interest in the old man’s 
pets. He went up casually to them and stroked their backs with every show of courteous 
attention. Muni however, misunderstood and thought that the red man was actually 
making an offer for the goats. He had reared his goats with the hope of selling them 
some day and with the capital, open a small shop on the very same spot he sat every 
day. He had dreamt how he would put up a thatched roof, spread gunny sack out on the 
ground, and display on it fried nuts, coloured sweets, and green coconuts for the thirsty 
and famished wayfarers on the highway, which was sometimes very busy. The animals 
were not prize ones for a cattle show, but he had spent his occasional savings to provide 
them some fancy diet now and then, and they did not look too bad. 

 
 



55 
 

Answers of Practice Paper 13 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 
1. Arragon had to observe three injunctions upon the oath that he had taken before the 

casket test. First, never to reveal to anyone which casket it was he chose. Second, that if 
he loses, never to woo any lady in terms of marriage. Lastly, if he lost the test then he 
would have to be gone immediately without wasting any time. 
 

2. On reading the inscription on the golden casket, Arragon says that he would not jump 
with multitude. He says that many fools look at the outside and get attracted to the 
outside of gold and do not bother about what lies in the interior. He compared those 
foolish multitude to the market who builds its nest on the outside walls in the way of wind 
and destruction. It pries not to the interior just like the foolish multitude. Eventually, 
Arragon chooses the silver casket. 
 

3. The Prince of Morocco took this test prior to him. Prince of Morocco chooses the  
golden casket. The Prince chose the golden casket giving the explanation that a gem 
like Portia cannot be contained in anything undervalued to gold. And moreover, the 
entire world desires Portia. He says that in England they have a coin in which an angel is 
inscribed upon, but here Portia is inside it. Thus, he chooses the golden casket. 
 

4. Arragon found the portrait of a blinking idiot opening the silver casket. On seeing the 
blinking idiot’s portrait, Arragon recalls the inscription on the silver casket, ‘Who 
chooseth me, must get as much as he deserves.’ He says that did he deserve nothing 
better than a blinking idiot. He feels that he deserved Portia. He further adds that was his 
deserving only this portrait. He finally says that he has lost the test, he had come with 
one idiot’s head but was retiring with two. 
 

5. Portia says that many such people who choose by outside are not successful. To convey 
this she gives the example of the moths who are attracted by the light of the candle, but 
when they go near it, they burn themselves. The casket test was devised by Portia's 
father to help her choose the right partner who rightly loved her. Eventually, Bassanio, a 
young Venetian chooses the right casket.  

Answer 2. 
1. ‘He is well paid that is well satisfied’ means that the one who is  satisfied by his work and 

other's happiness, is well paid and does not desire material possessions like money for 
his payment. This statement reveals Portia is a selfless and self-contended female who 
does not crave or have greed for money. She had helped out her husband’s friend, 
Antonio, and did not demand anything in return. Moreover, she does not want any 
exchange of formality by money. 
 

2. Bassanio offered three thousand ducats to Portia for her services. At that moment, 
Antonio had nothing to give to Portia as all his ships had wrecked and lost. He did not 
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have money nor commodity to give to Portia in exchange of having saved his life from 
the cruel Jew. Thus, he says that he was indebted to Portia in love and service. 
 

3. Bassanio said that Portia could ask for anything else but not the ring. He says that the 
ring on his finger was a very small thing to ask for doing such a big task. Bassanio was 
reluctant to part with that ring because it was given to him by his wife, Portia, and bound 
with oaths of love. Thus, it had ceremonious values for him. Portia had made him 
promise not to lose it or give it away or part with it. Instead, Bassanio promised to give 
her the ring of greatest value in Venice which would be claimed by proclamation in the 
Venetian market. 
 

4. Portia further accused Bassanio by saying that he was doing very well in this. First, it  
was he who taught her to beg for something and then, by refusing to give the ring he 
was teaching her how a beggar should be answered. She thus, leaves the place saying, 
that Bassanio might keep the ring with himself. She justifies that she rightly deserved the 
ring for all she had done- saved his dearest friend, Antonio, from the clutches of the Jew. 
She said that if Bassanio's wife is not a mad woman and understood how rightly she 
deserved it, then she would excuse Bassanio for giving the ring away. 
 

5. Gratiano, too parted away with his ring to Nerissa. The ring episode takes place at the 
end of the play. It gives a light, merry and happy ending to the play when Bassanio and 
Gratiano are accused of losing the ring. The audience are thus given a light mood at the 
end after the intense trail scene and end the play on a humorous note. 

Answer 3. 
1. Shylock tells Antonio that it is useless to argue with him regarding the bond. Antonio was 

pleading him to call off the trail. But Shylock insists on having it paid in full. He says that 
has taken an oath to exact the full penalty of the bond. Shylock reminds Antonio that he 
used to call him a “dog” even when he had no reason to do so. He tells him that since he 
is a dog, Antonio should beware of his fangs for they can bite.  
He says he will have justice and the duke cannot deny it. He angrily tells the jailer that 
he is greatly surprised at his being foolish as to yield to Antonio’s request to bring him 
outside the jail at his request. 
 

2. As Shylock is not ready to cancel the bond, Salarino remarks that he is surely the most 
hard-hearted, merciless dog that has ever lived with human creatures. Antonio 
announces to leave Shylock alone and to forget him. He says that he will not make any 
more of his appeals with useless prayers. Shylock wants only his life because Antonio 
has frequently helped those unfortunate people who could not pay their debts. He 
delivered them from the penalties of non-payment. Hence, Shylock hates him. 
 

3. Antonio says that the Duke cannot disapprove to let the law take its course. The rights 
which the foreigners have among them in Venice cannot be refused, as it will be an 
impeachment or accusation against Venetian justice, since the trade and prosperity of 
the city depends on international trade. 
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4. When Antonio requests Shylock to listen to him, Shylock says that he will have his bond 
and will not listen to him. He tells Antonio it is useless attempting to talk him over. He 
again stresses on the agreement. He says he is not so stupid so as to show pity, or yield 
in or give up on listening to the request of his Christian pleaders (friends). He tells 
Antonio, not to follow him, for he will not argue with him anymore. He again stresses on 
his bond and saying this, he leaves. 
 

5. He says that his griefs and sorrows have made him lose a lot of weight. He comments 
that he will hardly have a pound of flesh to spare by the next day, the day of the trial to 
pay the forfeit of the blood-thirsty creature to whom he is in debt.  
Antonio prays that he should arrive in time to see him discharge his debt with his life. 
There is nothing else he really cares for. 

Section B – Poetry 
Answer 4. 
1. The purple and gold flecked grey bangles are suitable for the proud middle-aged 

housewife who has journeyed through life whose hands have cared, loved, blessed and 
brought up her fair sons and who has proudly saved her family and takes care of her 
household and has the honour of sitting by her husband’s side at religious ceremonies. 
These bangles symbolise the stage where the maiden turned bride has now experienced 
all the aspects of being a woman.  
The purple coloured bangles with gold flecked grey are very symbolic. Purple is a colour 
which indicates power, authority, pride and dignity and gold flecked grey is more of a 
sober colour which indicates experience and wisdom. Thus, the woman wearing purple 
bangles has gained maturity, reared her children with love and at last achieved the 
fullness of her role as a wife and mother. 
 

2. The Rainbow tinted bangles refer to the multi-coloured bangles which are symbolic of 
different shades of womanhood. 
The figure of speech used here is a Metaphor. Here the bangles are indirectly compared 
to rainbow for poetic effect. 
The golden coloured bangles worn by a bride on her bridal morning is compared to the 
sunlit corn field. This colour is suitable for a bride. The corn fields, a proof of mother 
nature’s fertility is symbolic of the fertility of a young girl getting married. 
 

3. Bangles having silver, blue and pink hues represent maidenhood. These types of 
bangles are befitting for a maiden’s wrist. 
The silver and blue coloured bangles are as misty as mountain mist. They are meant for 
the virgin girls who have countless longings for her married life. This also suggest the 
blooming beauty of her growing age. 
 

4. The poet says that the bright yellow and red coloured bangles worn by the bride create a 
light sound as the bride walks. They are shining and delicate as the laughter of the bride 
(as she is getting married) and also the tears (as she weeps at the separation from her 
parents). Hence these bangles are as tinkling, shining, tender and clear as the 
happiness and sorrow that a bride experiences. 
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The bangles that are suitable for a bride are golden and fiery-coloured like the holy fire 
around which the bride takes the marriage vows with her groom. The bangles also have 
the colour of “her heart’s desire’ which is suggestive of dreams and hopes of a newly 
wedded bride. Thus, the flame like colour of bangles relevantly symbolise the flame of 
love and passion in marriage. 
 

5. The bangle seller carry their shining bangles to the temple fair to sell them. They choose 
to go to the temple fair because that is the place where they can get the most potential 
buyers i.e. women who believe in the traditional Indian setup. Moreover, for them the 
wearing of bangles is suggestive of happiness, peace and prosperity. The poem not only 
portrays the life of traditional Indian women but also portrays the life of bangle sellers. 
The bangles seller uses a joyful voice and presents his wares/bangles as token of 
happiness. However, the heaviness of the bangles, i.e. ‘shining loads’ is a reference 
made to the hardships of the bangle sellers. They are an impoverished and marginalised 
group of people whose income from the sales of their bangles is at the best of times 
uncertain and insufficient. However, the beauty of the poem is that the bangle sellers do 
not speak of poverty or profit. On the contrary, they concentrate on the human element 
of the product that is to be sold at the temple fair. 

Answer 5. 
1. The old man is an elderly farmer, Kaspar who was sitting in the sun before his cottage 

door. The little girl Wilhelmine saw her brother Peterkin rolling something that was large 
and round. Peterkin had discovered the skull by the side of the rivulet while he was 
playing there. He came back home to know what that thing was. The old man Kaspar 
took it from Peterkin who stood expectantly for the answer. He looked at it, shook his 
head in sorrow and disappointment sighed naturally saying that it was somebody’s skull. 
The person must have died in the battle fought at Blenheim. 
 

2. The old man is an elderly farmer, Kaspar who was sitting in the sun before his cottage 
door. His little granddaughter Wilhelmine was playing in the field on the green grass. The 
little girl Wilhelmine saw her brother Peterkin rolling something that was large and round. 
Peterkin had discovered the skull by the side of the rivulet while he was playing there. 
He came back home to know what that thing was. The old man Kaspar took it from 
Peterkin who stood expectantly for the answer. This prompted old kasper to say all 
about the war. 
 

3. The old man pointed to the nearby stream, he said that his father used to live there at 
Blenheim. His house was burnt down and he was forced to run away with his wife and 
child. He had no place to take shelter. 
 

4. The victory of England’s Duke of Marlborough and Savoy’s Prince Eugene over French 
and Bavarian forces at Blenheim is being referred here. 
In November 1700, the grandson of King Louis XIV of France acceded the throne Spain 
as Philip V. Austria and other European countries saw this development as unfair plan of 
the French king to increase his power and influence. Consequently, a war broke out in 
1701 between Austria and France. England, Netherland, Portugal and various German 
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dominions entered the war on side of Austria and in addition Savoy also joined the anti-
French coalition. Eventually the French and Bavarian forces were defeated at Blenheim. 
Among the conquering heroes were England’s Duke of Marlborough and Savoy’s Prince 
Eugene. 
 

5. The words ‘famous victory’ and ‘great victory’ bring out the refrain in the poem. Although 
Kaspar is aware of the damage caused by the war, yet he seems to be more interested 
in the victory achieved in the war than its purpose or benefits. His gruesome descriptions 
followed by his casual sayings create an effect of irony in the poem.  
Old Kasper repeats the verse ‘great victory as this was all he knows about the word 
hence the ironical tone used in the poem exposes to the readers pointlessness of War. 

Answer 6. 
1. The trees planted by our ancestors serve as a heritage, a legacy for the future 

generation. It serves as a link between past and future. Trees planted are a living legacy 
for the future generation to cherish. 
 

2. The tree ensures shelter for the birds by allowing them to perch on their branches and 
build nests. The sound of sweet crooning of these birds on silent and happy twilights 
delight us. 
 

3. Here the word ‘treble’ refers to the high tone of the bird while they are singing. Here the 
poet wishes to say that the song of the bird is symbolic to heaven’s harmony. It provides 
an atmosphere of soothing calmness and divine peace. 
 

4. The trees planted selflessly by our ancestors prove to be a harvest or legacy to the 
coming age. It is a reward for the future generation. It is link between past and present 
and coming urban generation. Our ancestors planted them just so that we could enjoy 
their shade and beauty and reap in all the benefits. Although they could never see the 
beauty or reap any benefit it surely rewards the coming generations. 
 

5. The nations growth stirs in the heart of a person who plants the tree. Civic good refers to 
the welfare of the people living in the same area or in the neighbourhood. 
A tree planter selflessly plants the trees wherein all his neighbours feel blessed and 
benefitted to avail its heaven like comfort and shelter. 

Section C – Prose 

Answer 7. 
1. The white man had proposed to buy the land of the native Americans. The Big Chief put 

forward the proposal. 
 

2. The speaker says that his people shall ponder the proposition and decide later. But, in 
any case they accepted it, it will be on a condition that they will not be denied the 
privilege without molestation of visiting at any time the tombs of their ancestors, friends 
and children since every part of the soil is sacred for them even if they sell it, they won't 
part from it. 
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3. The natives wish to visit the graves as they are sacred. The land is not only a piece of 

earth but a symbol of their culture and memories. Every part of the soil is sacred to his 
tribal people every hillside, every valley, every plain and grave has been hollowed by the 
same sad or happy event in the past.  
 

4. Even the stones which look dumb and dead under the sun, silent shore, thrill with 
memories of some events of their people. The very dust also responds more lovingly to 
the tribal people’s footsteps it was so because the land was rich with the blood of their 
ancestors and their bare feet were conscious of the sympathetic touch. For the Red man 
the land is not only a piece of earth but a symbol of their culture and memories. Every 
part of soil is sacred to them every hillside every plain and grave has been followed by 
some happy or sad events in days long vanished, making them sacred the rocks which 
seem dumb and dead as they swelter in the sun along the silent shore thrill with the 
memories of stirring event connected to the lives of Red people. The very dust (soil) is 
rich with the blood of their ancestors and their bare feet are conscious of the sympathetic 
touch. 
 

5. White man's religion (Christianity) which was written by their God with iron fingers upon 
the tablets of stone symbolizing strict adherence to rules and principles. While the 
religion of Red Man was compilation of tradition customs and beliefs which was 
forwarded from generation to generation in solemn hours of the night. Their god came to 
him and showed them way like how a father leads a child by his fingers but for them 
even the great spirit forgot them. 
The speech is the mouthpiece of animistic philosophy, which shows that plants, animals 
and inanimate objects have life like that of man. Seattle in his speech cannot 
comprehend the idea of selling and buying land, as it is a natural resource. He says that 
he is not talking of land as a piece of geographical area but as the ground rich with the 
blood of his ancestors. Moreover, the world with ‘its valleys, its rivers, its magnificent 
mountains’, is alive and precious. These are the resources bestowed to the man and 
hence it is important to care for them and thus support sustainable development. It is his 
duty to use the resources keeping in mind the needs of future generation. 

Answer 8. 
1. A pontoon bridge is a temporary bridge constructed for an emergency reason. The 

bridge was very steep hence the spokes of the carts were getting struck and the people 
couldn’t move ahead. Many people couldn’t cross the bridge at once because it was 
temporary and overweight could result in the bridge breaking. 

2. The old man had travelled 12 km from his village to the bridge. He was above 70 years 
old hence was tired to walk any further. This led him to sit by the side of the road. The 
old man had two goats, one cat and four pairs of pigeons. He apparently had no other 
family other than these animals. 

3. The narrator’s duty in the story was to go over the bridge and check till what point the 
enemy had advanced. The narrator asked the old man what politics did he have and the 
old man replied that he had no politics. This implies that he is an innocent common man 
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who is not interested in the political war. It shows that he is happily living his life without 
the interference with politics. 

4. The lines says that nothing could have saved him. He was just another innocent to die at 
the hands of war. The old man being extremely old could not go further and would hence 
die at the bridge. 

5. The story implies that the old man was more than seventy years old and without politics. 
He had no other family except for his animals whom he had to leave in his hometown 
San Carlos. He had two goats, one cat and four pairs of pigeons. He loved the animals 
so much that he was the last person to leave the town. He was also worried for the 
safety of his animals. 

Answer 9. 
1. Jesse Owens had thought of taking home one or two of the gold medals however he had 

set his eyes and was expecting to win the gold especially by the winning broad jump. He 
was confident of it because he had trained, sweated and disciplined himself for six years 
in order to participate in the same and moreover everyone expected him to win that 
Olympic events hands down because just a year before, as a sophomore at one Ohio 
state University, he had set the world’s record at 26 feet 8-1/4 inches. 
 

2. The true and real friendship between Owens and Luz burgeoned during the 1936, Berlin 
summer Olympics. When Owens’ almost failed to qualify for finals, Luz spoke to him 
encouragingly and gave him a tip that helped to qualify. This act of Luz eventually made 
Owens’ win the medal and set a record. Moreover Luz was genuinely happy when 
Owens’ won the gold medal and he was the first one at his side to congratulate him. 
Despite the fact that Hitler glared at them from the stands, not even a hundred yards 
away, Luz shook Owens’ hand and it wasn’t a “fake smile with a broken heart”, sort of 
grip. He was not disappointed for himself but happy for Owens. 

3. Luz Long, the German athlete is the epitome of a true sportsmanship. Luz, though an 
opponent of Jesse Owens, was a true guide and friend to him. When Owens overcome 
by anger fouled in the long jump trials, Long realizing his potential counseled him. He 
offered him a ‘firm handshake’, calmed him down and advised him to ‘draw a line a few 
inches in back of the board and aim at making his take-off from there’. He gave Owens a 
lifelong lesson that ‘tomorrow is what counts’. 
Though Long was initially looked at by Owens as a proponent of Hitler’s master race, it 
was not so. Luz respected Owens and considered him as his equal. Owens remarked for 
Long, “Although he had been schooled in the Nazi youth movement, he didn’t believe in 
the Aryan supremacy business……”.  When Owens went to Long’s room, on the night of 
trials, to thank him, he welcomed him and attended him for two hours. What was 
important for Luz was fair play and the love of Games and hence wanted Owens to do 
his best, even if that meant his own defeat.  
Moreover, the next day, when Owens won the gold, Long was the first to congratulate 
him. He did not consider himself superior to Owens in any way and despite Hitler’s glare, 
he heartily complimented him. Luz thus was not only a friend, guide and support to 
Owens but an exemplary sportsperson. 
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Answers of Practice Paper 14 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 

1. Earlier in the play, Bassanio means to express his confused state of mind when he says 
‘upon the rack’. He is confused because he feels tortured about choosing the wrong 
casket. 
Portia interprets this in another way. She says that there must be some treason mingled 
in with Bassanio’s love that he feels tortured. 
 

2. According to Portia, if Bassanio wins the casket test, then music will sound as the 
flourish of cornets as when the subjects bow down to a newly crowned monarch. She 
further says that music should then sound like those dulcet sounds which are played for 
the bridegroom outside his window on the morn of his marriage to summon him to 
marriage. 
 

3. Bassanio does not choose the golden casket saying that the outward shows least 
themselves. He gives various examples for justifying this. 
He says that many cowards grow long beards like Hercules and Mars. Actually, if such 
people are inward searched, their livers are found to be paler than milk. This shows how 
cowardly they are actually. Bassanio also cites the example of wigs. Many females wear 
wigs and look beautiful when the wind blows their golden locks. Actually, this is the 
dowry of a second head. 
Bassanio also rejects the silver casket saying that it is the means of exchange between 
man and man. 
Bassanio chooses the leaden casket saying that its paleness moves him more than 
anything else. He says that the leaden casket seems more eloquent than any other. 
 

4. Portia reprimands Bassanio when he tries to justify his giving away the ring. 
Portia tells him that if he knew the half the worth of her who gave the ring to him,the 
worth of the ring, or his worth to contain the ring, then he would have fought with zeal 
claiming that the ring held ceremonious value for him. If he had done so, then there is no 
who would have forced him to part with the ring. 
 

5. Portia had planned to conceal her identity by dressing as a young bragging youth. 
She says that when Nerissa and herself would be dressed as youths, she would prove to 
be the better. She would wear her dragger with a braver grace. Portia would speak with 
the voice between a man and boy and change her two small steps into manly strides. 
She further adds that she will tell them how many ladies sought her love, but she refused 
and they all died because of that. This made her feel sorry for them. Portia would act in 
such a way that it had been just a year since she had left her education. 

Answer 2. 

1. Antonio enters this scene at that moment. Aside, Shylock says that how like a fawning 
publican was Antonio looking. He says that Antonio had railed him even there where 
most merchants congregated that is the Rialto about him, his bargains and his well-won 
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thrift, which Antonio called as interest. Shylock says that he hates Antonio for he is a 
Christian, but moreover because he lends out money gratis, that is without interest. He 
thus, concludes by saying his tribe will be cursed if lets Antonio escape and forgive him. 
 

2. Shylock says that he had borne all of Antonio’s nagging and insults with a patient  
shrug because ‘sufferance is the badge of his tribe’. He gives various instances when he 
did not react, but patiently bore those insults. Antonio had called him a cut throat dog, a 
misbeliever, spat upon his Jewish gabardine and also spurned him like a cur(dog). He 
had moreover, insulted Shylock upon the Rialto with these things just because he was a 
Jew and charged interest. 
 

3. Antonio is very sure that the Duke of Venice cannot help him escape from Shylock’s 
clutches. This is because the foreign traders have special rights in Venice. If these are 
challenged then the character of Venice and its laws will suffer. Thus, in future this would 
set an example for violation of the Venetian laws and people would misuse it. 
 

4. When Duke says that Antonio will be shown mercy by Shylock at the last hour, then 
Shylock replies that he will not do so. If people think what he will do with a pound of 
useless Christian flesh, he would not answer that and say that it was his humour. His 
‘humour’ means his wish and merriment. 
He further says that if his house be infested to with rats and he be pleased to give away 
ten thousand ducats to have them banned, it was his choice. He further says that some 
people do not like the sight of gaping pigs, some that cannot behold a cat while some 
cannot contain themselves when they hear a bagpipe sing in the nose. Just like these 
things have no particular reason to occur, similarly Shylock says that it was his humour 
to have Antonio’s pound of flesh. 
 

5. Shylock gives the example of Jacob and Laban’s story to justify his money-lending. He 
says that when Laban and Jacob were compromised on the eanlings, Jacob was going 
to be paid through them for having grazed the sheep. It was decided that the eanlings 
which would be streaked and pied would fall as Jacob’s heir. So Jacob put bars in front 
of the sheep after their breeding. It was believed that the lambs would be affected by 
whatever their mother saw. Thus most of the sheep were striped and fell to Jacob’s heir. 
Shylock gave this example to justify his well won profit. 

Answer 3. 

1. The speaker, the prince of Morocco is in Portia’s house in Belmont. He has come to take 
the casket test. 
 

2. The Prince of Morocco opens his dialogue by telling Portia not to dislike him due to his 
dark complexion. This is like livery,a uniform given by the Sun God because he was born 
and bred in the country near the equator. He asks her to get the most handsome and fair 
skinned Northman; where Phoebus’s, the classical Sun-God’s heat canscarcelymelt the 
snow and icicle and make an incision for love .Portia can see whose blood is redder, his 
or Morocco’s. Red blood was a sign of bravery and good spirits in Elizabethan times.  
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3. Prince of Morocco thinks of himself as the most courageous man.His appearance had 
feared many of the bravest men. The best of maidens in his own land have loved his hue 
and he would not want to change this complexion for anyone except to win Portia’s 
affection. He thinks of himself as Hercules but he is mistaken as in a game of dice even 
lichas, the servant can win, thereby making him less fortunate. 
 

4. Portia tells the Prince of Morocco that in regards to the conditions of choice, she is not 
completely influenced by the attractive looks which please a maiden’s eye, but that the 
fact of her fate depends on luck. It restricts her to choose what she wants. If she had not 
been deprived of free choice and was not bound by her father’s will and compel to 
accept for a husband the one who will succeed her in winning her by the means she has 
told him of, then he stands as high in her estimation as of any other suitors she has seen 
so far. 
 

5. The price of Morocco choses the gold casket. Morocco unlocks the golden casket, he 
sees the skull and in its eye socket, a scroll on it was written ‘all that glitters is not gold’. 
Many times, has that warning been sounded in our ears. For the sake of gold, hundreds 
of men have risked their lives. Gold plated tombs were often decorated with painted 
effigies and other forms of adornments. Thus, they appear beautiful from outside, but 
contain worms that feed on bodies inside. 
The message tells the Prince that if his wisdom had equalled his courage, then he would 
have not received such an answer on a scroll, but he lives Portia. He is told to depart as 
his hopes are dead. 

Section B – Poetry 

Answer4. 

1. It shows that the speaker was over ambitious. His vaulting ambition led him to his 
downfall. It can also be deduced that the speaker took a step too far and it was his error 
that had led him to cross the boundaries and consequently lose popularity. He regrets 
doing the impossible for his people, as the same people who had strewn flowers on him 
now throwing stones at him. Some callous and cruel fellows were at the windows. They 
hurled stones to show their resentment for the so-called misdeeds done by him during 
the year. 
 

2. The speaker had received a grand welcome upon his arrival to the town. People had 
thrown roses and myrtles in his path. The house-roofs which were full of people seemed 
to sway. The Church spires were decorated with beautiful victory flags. The people were 
mad in the zeal and enthusiasm. The whole atmosphere resounded with the sound of 
the church bells rung in the honour of the hero. The old walls of the buildings seem to be 
shaken with the crowd and their loud cries. They were momentarily swayed by him to an 
extent that even if he had asked for the son, they would have offered him the same.  

 The poet uses contrasting by using the words ‘There’s nobody on the house-tops now’, 
 to dwell on the speaker’s majestic past and unheroic present. 

 
3. Here the word ‘harvest’ refers to the patriot’s deeds and consequences have been 

referred to as reaping. 
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The speaker is distraught at the thought that after all what he had done for the people, 
he was reprimanded. It was the speaker who went ahead to do every possible thing in 
public’s best interest but now he feels dejected at his harvest (reward). His debts have 
converted him from a hero to a condemned traitor. 
 

4. The Patriot is being taken to the scaffold to be executed for his years misdeeds. His 
wrist gets cut by the rope used to tie his hands behind. Only a year ago, he was 
welcomed by the public with roses and myrtles. However, the same public hurled stones 
at him after a year. This shows his downfall from a beloved hero to a condemned traitor. 
He is led to the gallows, rope bounded in the rain. 
 

5. The Patriot feels safe in the hands of God. Even though the world thinks that The Patriot 
has done something wrong he knows he has done everything he could. This is not the 
end. He hopes that since he did not receive the reward for the work he had done in this 
world, he will be rewarded by God. He knows that he has to answer only to God not the 
fickle public he feels safer with God rather than with the public. 

Answer 5. 

1. Daffodils is a poem by William Wordsworth, one of the most eminent poets in English 
poetry. 
The poet has compared daffodils with the continuity of the stars that shine and twinkle in 
the milky way in the night sky. The simile underlines the large number and beauty of the 
flowers. 
 

2. While wandering lonely as a cloud, the poet encounters a host of golden daffodils beside 
the lake and beneath the trees. They were growing along the margins of the bay. They 
seemed to be fluttering and dancing happily in the breeze. 
 

3. The poet recalls how the shining waves in the nearby lake seem to be dancing and also 
sparkling due to the sun’s rays falling on them. However, their dance was surpassed by 
the dance of the daffodils. The daffodils seemed to be dancing with much more liveliness 
and vigour. The poet has tried to indicate how the daffodils, like human beings, were 
involved in a dancing competition against the waves and now they defeated the waves 
in glee. 
By using the words jocund company, he refers to the joyful companions of the beautiful 
objects of nature. Here it refers to the joyful company of the golden daffodils and the 
waves etc. 
The poet is of the opinion that no sensitive person can help but feel delighted in the 
company of such gleeful company. He was mesmerised and enchanted by its beauty; 
which offered him eternal joy. 
 

4. Inward eye refers to the imagination of the mind. The poet says that when he lies down 
on his couch in a pensive mood, the images of the golden daffodils flashes before him 
and changes his mood. The memory of the daffodils fills his heart with joy and he feels 
as if his heart were dancing with the daffodils. 
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5. It is an ode to nature. The Central idea is that all of us are so caught up in the 
nitty gritty of our everyday chores and life that we forget to stop for a moment 
and imbibe the beauty of nature. Nature is a source of eternal joy. Nature is full of beauty 
that captivates us all the time. Nature also has the power to heal our stressed soul. If we 
care to turn to nature, we find beautiful sights which are capable of removing any stress 
and gloom from our minds. The poet says that whenever he is in a sad or idle mood the 
beautiful scene of the daffodil fills his mind with pleasure. This is what we feel in the lap 
of the nature. By just looking at the starry sky, the rising or the setting sun, a garden, 
birds, trees, we forget all our tensions and woes. 

Answer 6. 

1. Shining loads’ is referred to the bangles carried by the bangle sellers’. By using the term 
‘shining loads’ the poet wants to convey the happiness of these bangle sellers despite 
the toil involved in their work which does not give them enough money for a comfortable 
living. 
The prospective buyers are woman of every age especially happy daughters and wives. 
The figure of speech is Metaphor. Here the bangles are directly compared to rainbow 
tinted circles of light. 
 

2. In the poem the “Bangle Sellers” the poet Sarojini Naidu refers to the three stages of an 
Indian woman basically as a virgin girl, as an expectant bride and as a mature matriarch. 
Here the poet has not directly referred to the role and dominance of the males in a 
woman’s life. But these are enough hints of patriarchal set up. A man as a father, 
husband and son’s play an important role in every stage of her life. Also, by the use of 
the term “fair sons” the poet has only upheld the gender discrimination in Indian families. 
The last lines of the poem, too, show woman’s insubordination by her husband. It 
favours a set up in which women are mere objects to be placed in fixed boxes. 
 

3. The delicate, bright and rainbow coloured bangles are for the happy daughters and 
happy wives.  
The multihued bangles are symbolic of their radiant lives. Bangles having silver, blue 
and pink hues represent maidenhood. These types of bangles are befitting for a 
maiden’s wrist. 
The silver and blue coloured bangles are as misty as mountain mist. They are meant for 
the virgin girls who have countless longings for her married life. This also suggest the 
blooming beauty of her growing age. The golden coloured bangles worn by a bride on 
her bridal morning is compared to the sunlit corn field. This colour is suitable for a bride. 
The corn fields, a proof of mother nature’s fertility is symbolic of the fertility of a young 
girl getting married. The bangles that are suitable for a bride are golden and fiery 
coloured like the holy fire around which the bride takes the marriage vows with her 
groom. The bangles also have the colour of “her heart’s desire’ which is suggestive of 
dreams and hopes of a newly wedded bride. Thus, the flame like colour of bangles 
relevantly symbolise the flame of love and passion in marriage. The poet says that the 
bright yellow and red coloured bangles worn by the bride create a light sound as the 
bride walks. They are shining and delicate as the laughter of the bride (as she is getting 
married) and also the tears (as she weeps at the separation from her parents). 



67 
 

The purple coloured bangles with gold flecked grey are very symbolic. Purple is a colour 
which indicates power, authority, pride and dignity and gold flecked grey is more of a 
sober colour which indicates experience and wisdom. Thus, the woman wearing purple 
bangles has gained maturity, reared her children with love and at last achieved the 
fullness of her role as a wife and mother. 
 

4. The poem ‘Bangle Sellers’, is full of imagery that touches the reader’s senses. There is 
visual imagery brought out by the lines Rainbow tinted circles of light. Also auditory 
imagery is brought about by the lines, ‘tinkling, luminious, tender and clear‘. Here the 
word tinkling suggests sound.The simile used in the poems are, “some are like the field 
of sunlit corn”. Here an indirect comparison is made between the bangles and the sunlit 
corn. 
 

5. A modern woman will be repelled by the patriarchal notions inherent in the passage: 
gender discrimination and insubordination of women in the social and religious set-up 
will be unacceptable to modern women. Moreover, the poet’s presentation of Indian 
scene and ethos is orthodox, it is almost in line with the outdated patriarchal ideology. 
The women is presented as tender, weak, helpless and dependent. Man, as father, 
husband and son determine her life. The image of the proud mother rearing her fair sons 
(no mention of daughters) and her hard- earned place at the side of her husband at 
religious rituals is unacceptable in our times of feminist outlook. 

Section C – Prose 
 

Answer 7. 

1. When Sibiasaw the woman struggling to free herself from the crocodile, she immediately 
leaped from boulder to boulder like a rock goat. Even when the river coursed through the 
stones like a bulge of glass making it difficult to cross the big gaps, she seemed to come 
as wings, choosing her footing in mid air without even thinking about it and in one 
moment she as beside the shrieking woman. 
 

2. When Sibia saw the Gujar woman struggling to free herself from the crocodile, she 
immediately came to her rescue. She could see in the boiling bloody water, the face of 
the crocodile was fastened around her leg and was tugging to and fro and seemed to 
smile. His eyes rolled on to Sibia. Sibia knew that one slap of the tail could kill her. He 
eventually struck and the water shot up twenty feet high and fell like a silver chain. The 
rock too jumped under the blow of its tail. But in the daily heroism of the jungle, as 
common as a thorn tree, Sibia did not hesitate. She aimed at the reptiles eyes. With all 
the force of her little body, she drove the hayfork at the eyes, and one prong went right in 
its eyes, while other prong scratched past on the horny cheek. The crocodile then reared 
up in convulsion. 
 

3. Where Sibia was working, wind coming across hundreds of miles of trees cooled her 
sweating body, and she could look down over the river as if she were a bird. Although 
she could not literally fly like a bird her imagination took a swooping flight over the bright 
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water and golden air to the banks where she played as a child. She had kept (stored) 
little bowls of moulded clay in the cave lets above the high water mark of the highest 
flood. She had kept them there to harden because they would look fine when painted 
with marigolds and elephants and they could be put to use.When the mother saw that 
Sibia was distracted from her work and was drifted into her land of imagination the 
mother was quick and alert enough to snap her back into the world of reality. The sharp 
word of her mother and the glare of her mother’s angry sweating face, pulled her back to 
work and they, continued to toil on. 
 

4. The village women are not restricted to look after the household. Sibia, her mother and 
other women are seen going to the cliffs to get paper grass to be sold in the market. The 
Gujar nomadic graziers have also set up their encampment of the grass huts near the 
river. They are seen carrying gurrahs to the river to fetch water, whereas the men and 
boys go out to graze their cattle and to the market to sell the produce.  
The people in the village lead a simple life devoid of the materialistic pleasures. They 
gather sticks from the forest for firewood; and use dung as fuel. The narrative says the 
Sibia  is born to toil. She husks corn, puts dung to dry, and fetches water, and cuts grass 
for fodder. The villagers live a hard life, besides, the surrounding jungle is the home to 
wild animals. 
 

5. Sibia was an extremely poor girl who led a simple life devoid of materialistic pleasures. 
The only thing she owned was a rag. Thus, fighting a crocodile to save the Gujar woman 
was not as big an achievement for her as that of finding a glittering blue bead.  A blue 
bead was one of the unattainable wonders for her that she managed to attain at the end. 
Thus, it was only natural for her to rejoice at having discovered the glittering bead. 
Hence, Sibia says to her mother in ecstasy, ‘I found a blue bead for my necklace’. 
Sibia was a courageous and adventurous girl. Even after being the heroine of such an 
adventurous and life threatening battle with the crocodile, the only detail that she 
considered important to tell her mother was that she found a blue bead for her necklace. 
This immediately reveals that though she had accepted her poor condition, deep in her 
heart, she wished to have the ‘wonders of the world’. 

Answer 8. 

1. ‘I’ refers to Jesse Owens. When the speaker, Jesse Owens, went for his trials, he was 
startled to see a tall boy hitting the pit at almost 2’6 feet on his practice leaps at the 
Berlin Olympics of 1936. 
 

2. He was startled to see the German tall athlete. He turned out to be a German named 
Luz Long. It was told that Hitler had kept him under wraps, evidently hoping to win the 
jump with him. 
 

3. Jesse Owens was hot under the collar as he did not approve of Hitler’s Nazi way which 
boasted of Aryan supremacy. He was angry because of the racial prejudices meted out 
to his community. The speaker was determined to go out there on the field and he 
intended to show Der Fuhrer and his master race who was superior and who wasn’t. He 
wanted to uproot the individual segregation as according to Hitler’s master race theory. 
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Moreover being a Negro, and grandson of a slave, he wanted to prove Hitler wrong by 
winning a gold medal in the Olympics. The feeling of hatred and anger overcame the 
speaker in first of his two qualifying jumps. The speaker leaped from several inches 
beyond the take-off board for a foul. On the second jump he fouled even worse. 
The reason of this unexpected performance was because he overcame with feelings of 
anger and hatred. And it is proved that an angry athlete is an athlete who will make 
mistakes. 
 

4. In the finals, Luz broke his own past record and in doing so he pushed Jesse Owens’ on, 
to a peak performance. 
Owens’ set the Olympic record of 26 feet 5-5/16 inches, beating Luz Long. Luz was at 
his side, congratulating Owens. Despite the fact that Hitler glared at them from the 
stands not a hundred yards away, Luz shook my hand hard- and it wasn’t a fake ‘smile 
with a broken heart’ sort of grip, either. He was genuinely happy when Owens won the 
gold medal. Long congratulated him without feeling a pang of jealously. His selflessness 
proved that he was an epitome of goodness and true sportsmanship. His congratulating 
Owens on his victory was of greater value for Owens than the gold medal itself 
 

5. Sportsmanship is an aspiration or ethos that a sport activity will be enjoyed for its own 
sake, with proper consideration for fairness, ethics, respect and a sense of fellowship 
with one’s competitor. My Greatest Olympic Prize depicts how German athlete Luz Long 
exhibited true spirit of sportsmanship by being friendly and motivating to his competitor 
Jesse Owens. 
At first instance, Jesse Owens assumed that Luz Long wanted to win the jump in the 
1936 Olympics to support the Nazis’ Aryan-superiority theory, but later he realized that 
Luz Long was the epitome of a true sportsperson. Luz, thus became the epitome of 
Pierre de Coubertin’s belief that, “The important thing in the Olympic Games is not 
winning but taking part. The essential thing in life is not conquering but fighting well.” 

Answer 9. 

1. Mr Oliver was an Anglo- Indian teacher who was teaching in a school on the outskirts of 
the hill station of Shimla. He was a bachelor and was probably staying alone in the 
school premises. The school where Mr Oliver was a teacher was called “Eton of the 
East”, by life magazine. Like the “Eton” which is independent and Elite British public 
school for Boys founded by Henry VI in 1440, this school also ran on the norms of this 
English school. Only the boys from wealthy Indian families studied in this school and 
they wore blazers, caps and ties. During his leisure time he used to walk every evening 
to Shimla bazaar with its cinemas and restaurants which was about three miles away 
from the school and return after dark by taking a short cut through the pine forest. 

2. While coming back to school one night, Mr Oliver saw a boy sitting alone on a rock. 
From his school cap, Oliver could make out that he was a hostel student. He was 
surprised to see the boy sitting alone at that time since boys were forbidden to more out 
after dark. 
As a teacher having concern for children, Oliver asked the boy why he was there at 
nightand why he was crying. As Mr Oliver moved closer to the boy he sensed that 
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something was wrong. The boy appeared to be crying. The boy was sitting with his head 
hung down and holding his face in his hands. 
The boy was crying continuously and his body shook convulsing. But what made Oliver 
uneasy was that the boy’s weeping was soundless. 
 

3. Mr Oliver was a courageous man who did not believe in imaginary or ghost stories. He 
was not a nervous or imaginative man. So he never felt any kind of fear while walking 
through the pine forests at night, even when at times the weather was windy and the 
pine trees made sad eerie sounds. Mr Oliver found the boy sitting alone on a rock at 
night in the pine forest. 
As Mr Oliver moved closer to the boy he sensed that something was wrong. The boy 
appeared to be crying. The boy was sitting with his head hung down and holding his face 
in his hands. The boy was crying continuously and his body shook convulsing. But what 
made Oliver uneasy was that the boy’s weeping was soundless.Oliver had noticed a boy 
with his school cap sitting on a rock at night. The hostel boys were not supposed to 
come out after dark. So when he saw the boy he assumed that he was miscreant who 
played a wag from school. As a teacher having concern for the boy, Oliver asked the boy 
why he was there at night and why he was crying. The boy however would not answer or 
look up. His body continued to be racked with silent sobbing. Oliver asked him again the 
reason why he was there at night and asked him what was the trouble. Upon this the boy 
looked up. He took his hands from his face and looked up at the teacher. When the boy 
finally removed his hands from his face and looked up at Oliver, he was horrified. As the 
torch light fell on the boy’s face, Oliver was stunned to see that the boy’s face was 
featureless, without eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It was just a round smooth head with a 
school cap on top. Mr Oliver who had never given in to nervousness or imagination was 
gripped with fear when he saw a featureless face. Upon seeing this face in dark he ran 
for his life and safety through the trees calling for help. He was still running towards the 
school building when he saw a lantern swinging in the middle of the path and bumped 
into a watchman. The watchman asked him why was he running, Oliver told him about 
seeing a boy weeping in the forest who had no face. When Oliver asserts that he had 
seen a boy with no face in the forest, at that moment the watchman raised his lamp to 
show his face and ask Oliver if the boy was like him. The watchman too was without a 
face. Hence the story ends with thrilling climax as Oliver runs into another apparition 
while he is trying to run away from one. However the climax is reached when the wind 
blew out the lamp. Leaving the readers to imagine what might have happened to Oliver. 
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Answers of Practice Paper 15 
Section A – Drama 

Answer 1. 
1. The speaker is the Prince of Morocco-who had come to try his luck and choose the right 

casket to win Portia’s hand in marriage. 
Prince of Morocco has already looked at the lead, and silver casket and is now 
commenting upon the gold casket. The prince has already commented about the lead 
and silver casket. 
Upon comparing the three caskets, it is Morocco’s opinion that it was a very base metal 
and no other metal was as valuable as gold. Morocco then asks himself if Portia’s 
picture lied within the lead casket but then quickly erases the thought saying that it was 
sinful to think such a thing. The cerecloth in which Portia would be wrapped while being 
buried would be more valuable than lead. Therefore, the thought is referred to as sinful. 
 

2. ‘So rich a gem’ is compared to Portia. Morocco thinks that Portia is a priceless and 
precious gem which can never be kept in any other casket than gold.   
In England, there was a coin on which the figure of the angel was stamped with gold but 
that was just a insculped upon. According to Morocco, in the golden casket, lied Portia’s 
picture. He would win Portia’s hand in marriage if he chose the right casket. 
 

3. The Prince of Morocco chooses the gold casket. On opening the casket, he finds a skull 
i.e. carrier death, with a scroll in its eye socket. 
Morocco is shocked to see a carrier death head. He thought Portia’s counterfeit would 
be inside but instead found a skull. The skull was kept to show the suitor that his 
judgements were wrong and he had not acted wisely as he was bold. He had just 
chosen by outward appearance.  
It signifies that all that glitters is not gold and gilded tombs in fold worms in them. Its 
emphasizes that looks are deceptive. 
 

4. Prince of Morocco says that his suit was cold indeed and all his hard work, i.e., labour 
had gone to waste. He then bids heat farewell and welcomes frost, he tells Portia that he 
had too grieved a feast to take a tedious leave and losers always parted like that. Here, 
heat refers to the comfort which he would get if he won Portia’s hand in marriage. 
 

5. The message on the scroll said all that glitters was not gold, often people have said so. 
Many men had sold their lives just to see gold i.e. to behold its outside. Gilded tombs 
often contain worms i.e. even tombs which appear beautiful from outside contain worms. 
Had Morocco been as wise as bold, young in limbs i.e. at a very young age if he had 
been wise in judgement, his answer would have not been inscrolled. The scroll then 
states that the suitor’s suit was cold and tells him to leave immediately. 

Answer 2. 

1. The scene takes place in a garden outside Portia’s house in Belmont.  
Gratiano is addressing to Nerissa. 
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Gratiano had given away his wedding ring to a judge’s clerk. He had got the ring from 
Nerissa and had sworn to keep it till he died. He had not kept his promise and therefore, 
there was a quarrel. 
 

2. When asked what the matter was, Gratiano says that it was about a paltry ring, a hoop 
of gold whose posy was in all the world’s cutler’s poetry “Love me and leave me not”. 
Cutler’s poetry means the words that are inscribed upon the inside of a ring. 
 

3. Portia blames Gratiano in this matter. 
Portia says that it was not a good thing to part with his wife’s first gift. It was a thing 
which Gratiano had promised to keep and which was stuck on his fingers with oaths of 
love and riveted with flesh. Gratiano had not kept his promise and had parted with it. 
Portia says that she had given Bassanio a ring too and made him swear not to part with 
it, lose it or give it away. Gratiano had given Nerissa too unkind a cause to grieve about. 
If Bassanio would have done that, Portia too would be very upset. 
 

4. Portia mockingly says that she too had given Bassanio a ring and made him swear not 
to part with it, lose it or give it away. Gratiano had given his wife too unkind a cause to 
grieve about if Bassanio would have done that, Portia would be mad at him. 
After hearing Portia, Bassanio wishes that he could cut his hand and say that he had lost 
the ring defending it. Bassanio feels scared about how he would face Portia once she 
knew about the ring. 
 

5. Upon hearing Gratiano, Nerissa asks him why he talked about the posy or the value of 
the ring. Gratiano had sworn that he would not give away, part or lose the ring and would 
wear it till his death. But he had given it to a judge’s clerk. Nerissa believed that Gratiano 
had not given it to a man but a girl. Therefore, she said that the judge’s clerk would 
never grow hair on his beard. 

Answer 3. 

1. When Portia hears that Bassanio owes three thousand ducats to Antonio, she 
immediately offers him double six thousand and treble the amount and deface the bond 
before a friend like Antonio should lose a hair through Bassanios fault.  
 

2. She asks Bassanio to get married to her first and then away to Venice for Bassanio 
would never lie by Portia’s side with an unquiet soul. She offers Bassanio gold to pay the  
petty debt twenty times over and when it is paid to bring his true friend along. In the 
meanwhile she and Nerrisa will live as maids and widows. 
 

3. Antonio begins in telling Bassanio that his ships have been lost (wrecked). Those to 
whom he owes money are harshly pressing for its payment. All his resources and means 
are at very low ebb. He is unable to keep the day of payment to Shylock. Thus he must 
incur to pay the penalty which they agreed on when he signed the bond. He wishes to 
see Bassanio once again before he dies that will cancel all bonds and obligations 
between Bassanio and him. 
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However, Bassanio must do as he pleases. The affection Bassanio bears to Antonio 
does not bring him to Antonio’s side, he should not pay attention to his request. 
 

4. Balthazar was Portia’s faithful servant. Portia praises him by saying that she has found 
him always honest and true and hopes to find him still. She instructs him to use all the 
endeavour of a man and go to Padua to her cousin Dr Bellario and give him a letter. In 
return he would give him a letter and a few clothes which he was to bring it unto the 
tranect where the ferry plied to Venice. 
 

5. Bassanio says that Antonio is his dearest friend, the kindest man, a man whose spirit is 
most willing and untiring in helping others. He says indeed, he is a man in whom the true 
old Roman ideal of honour is more evident than in any other man now living in Italy. 

Section B – Poetry 

Answer 4. 

1. A person who plants a tree contributes to providing cool shade under the branches of 
trees which canopy and save from scorching heat. It is also instrumental in the causing 
of rain. A tree is described as a friend of sun and sky. The tree is a friend of the sun as 
the tree is dependent on sunlight to carry out the process of photosynthesis and make its 
food. Similarly, the tree is a friend of the sky. It takes in carbon dioxide from the air and 
releases oxygen in the air and thus purifies the air. 
Also the transpiration from trees is responsible for cloud formation in the sky before it 
rains. A tree is a friend of congenial atmosphere. It reduces air temperature and even 
purifies air by trapping dust, pollen and smoke. 
It ensures free gentle breeze. Hence it is aptly described as ‘a friend of sun and sky.’ 
 

2. The trees will bear seeds and buds for future generation/progeny. After many years the 
old trees will wither (fade) away and these seeds will grow into new trees (flush) and 
convert into a dense forest. This is also symbolic of the process of birth, death and 
regeneration.  
 

3. The poem ‘The Heart of the Tree’ is written by Henry Cuyler Bunner. This is rhetorical 
poem where in the poet asks a question and answers himself. The song of the mother 
bird is an allusion to the music in heaven. The treble of the birds adds to the harmony of 
music in heaven. The poet wishes to say that the song of the bird is symbolic to 
heaven’s harmony. It provides an atmosphere of soothing calmness and divine peace. 
 

4. The poet uses auditory imagery by the following lines; “for the song and mother croon of 
birds, in hushed and happy twilight heard. 
Visual imagery can be seen in the following lines,’ the shaft of beauty towering high ‘ 
 

5. Referring to the social benefits of planting a tree, the poet describes a tree as ‘the 
forest’s heritage’ and ‘the harvest of coming age’. Trees can serve us a living legacy for 
the next generation. It is symbol of joy for our still-born children. It is a link to our present 
and future. 
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Answer 5. 

1. The free bird represents the white race and their domination. It is a metaphor used for a 
white American. 
Until 1965, under a system of racial segregation known as ‘Jim Crow’ in the southern 
United States, African-American lived in poverty. They were denied the right to vote, to 
organise meeting or to gather together. Owing the skin colour they were not allowed to 
use the same transport public toilets or to study in the same school as Whites. 
The word ‘free’ reflects the social status of the Whites. It displays the freedom, gaiety 
and the exuberance of the white race. 
The free bird (suggestive of a white American) leaps on the back of the wind. That is, he 
flies and stays with the wind in the evening against the orange sky. He has the right to 
claim the sky. As he flies he dips his wings downstream. 
Here the poet makes the reader participate in the delightful experience of the freedom of 
the bird. When there is no restriction, every moment becomes blissful and joyous and 
enjoyable.  
The sun, sky and the wind are symbolic of glory and supremacy, unlimited freedom and 
power. 
 

2. The poem works on a series of contrasts between the free bird and the caged bird. The 
injustice done to the African-Americans can be deeply felt and understood only when 
seen in stark contrast to the whites. 
Narrow’ is a reference to the restrictions on the life of the caged bird. The caged bird 
represents the Afro American community that was prevented from social, religious and 
cultural freedom because of their skin colour. The caged bird could not fly anywhere at 
his own will and choice. Hence, the cage is said to be narrow.  
 

3. The poet says that the caged bird can seldom see through the bars of rage as it is 
imprisoned and enslaved. He is filled with rage. He is furious but at the same time 
helpless. Thus, by using the words ‘bars of rage’ the poet has displayed the narrow 
social space for the Afro Americans, their anguish and helplessness. 
 

4. The struggle of the caged bird is parallel to the African American struggle for freedom 
and equality. A reference to clipped wings, tied feet, restricted moment depicts the 
physical pain that the caged bird has to endure. The loss of freedom resulted in mental 
agony for the caged bird. However, the harsh and painful aspects of the caged bird’s 
existence did not take away his dignity. He knew his strength and used it for expressing 
his rebellion by singing. The singing is symbolic of his rebellion against oppression. The 
song divulges its hopes and its inner strength. 
 

5. While the free birds selfishly wishes for more freedom, the caged bird can only sing with 
a fearful thrill of things unknown. The ‘things unknown’ can be a reference to the 
unknown freedom if and when it comes. The caged bird craves to learn about its 
surrounding. It dreams of a better life. 

Answer 6. 

1. The word Never, Never are repeated. Repetition is the purposeful use of words and 
phrases again and again to create a smooth flow and emphasis. It stresses on the 
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viewthat never to install a TV set. The most important research undertaken with reference 
to television was the effect of it on children. They found that the most important thing the 
poet has learnt so far as children are concerned is that they should never be allowed to 
watch television. Moreover, a better solution would be not to install a television set in their 
homes in the first place. 
 

2. Hyperbole is a figure of speech where an exaggeration is made. The example is  
‘Last week in someone’s place we saw 
A dozen eyeballs on the floor.’ 
The screams and yells, the bites and kicks, 
And children hitting you with sticks. 
 

3. Pirates were the plunderers of the sea, they were often cannibals. Cannibals are the 
people who eat human flesh. The cannibals used to eat a very sweet-smelling dish 
named after Penelope, the faithful wife of Odysseus in Homer’s epic poem. ‘The 
Odysseus’. The children who read about it wondered what the dish could be. 
Cannibals crouching ‘round the pot, this is alliteration as the sound of the alphabet C is 
repeated for poetic effect. 
 

4. While the television is harmful and useless for a child, it proves to be useful and 
convenient for the parents. Children remain quiet and occupied and do not disturb the 
parents, they leave their parents free to cook lunch or wash utensils lying in the sink. 
 

5. ‘Television’ is a poem by Roald Dahl. 
The poet advices their parents to take away the TV screens and fill their shelves with a 
lot of books instead; for he believes that only reading can fill children with true joy and 
happiness. Despite children screaming and yelling, the parents are advised not to fear as 
he promises that within a week or so, the children will themselves get tired of throwing 
tantrums. They would pacify and calm on their own and later with nothing else to do they 
will feel the need of having something to read. 

Section C – Prose 

Answer 7. 

1. The evening in question was special as it was the last evening of the old year. It was the 
New Year’s eve, the weather was bitterly cold, snow was falling and darkness was 
gathering. The little girl was a victim of child abuse she was sent out on the last evening 
of the year by her father to sell matches. Since begging was illegal during the Victorian 
Era the poor used to sell matches on the street as a font for begging. 
 

2. A didactic story is the one which is intended to teach people a moral lesson. The fact 
that the story is set New Year’s Eve, a few days after Christmas, makes the tale’s moral 
teaching more meaningful. 
The story is meant to teach, especially the wealthy, to show empathy for those, who do 
not have basic necessities of life. It reminds them not to overlook the needs of their less 
fortunate, especially of the innocent children. It coaxes them to be charitable and help 
the poor during the festivals and throughout the year, to alleviate their sufferings. 
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3. The little girl was out in the cold trying to sell matches. She was a victim of child labour 

and physical abuse at the hands of her father, who did not have any concern for her 
welfare and used to ill-treat her. 
She did not dare go home because she had not sold any matches nor had earned a 
single penny. Her father would surely beat her and moreover it was very cold at home 
for they had nothing but the roof above them and the wind whistled through that even 
when the largest cracks were stuffed with straws and rags. 
 

4. When the little girl lighted a match it spluttered and burnt. It had a warm bright flame like 
a tiny candle when she held her hand over it. However it seemed to be very strange as it 
seemed to the little girl that she was sitting in front of a great iron stove with polished 
brass knobs and brass ornaments. She felt wonderful as the fire burnt beautifully and 
gave lovely warmth. The hallucinations of the little girl reflect the need and desire of a 
poor hungry child. When she struck another match it burnt clearly and when the light fell 
upon the wall, bricks became transparent, like gauze.  She could see right into the room, 
where a shining white cloth was spread on the table. It was covered with beautiful 
chinaware and in the centre of it stood a roast goose stuffed with prunes and apples 
which seemed to be steaming deliciously. And to her surprise the goose seem to hop 
down from the dish waddled across the floor with carving knife and fork in its back, it 
waddled straight up to the poor child. 
 

5. The little match girl’s frozen body was found the next morning. People who did not care 
to look at her miserable condition the previous evening, stopped to look at her stiff and 
stark body. 
Through this description, the author has brought home the apathetic attitude of the 
wealthy towards the poor and the issues of social stratification, poverty and child abuse.  

Answer 8. 

1. Before it rained the children had lost track of time running through the foliage and 
enjoying the sun. But before they knew it, sporadic rain drops had begun to fall again. 
The sun faded behind a stir of mist. A wind blew cold around them. This brought tears in 
the eyes of some of the children and they sadly began to return to the school as the last 
rays of sunlight were replaced by rain clouds. A boom of thunder startled them and like 
leaves before a new hurricane, they tumbled upon each other and ran. The sky 
darkened into midnight in a flash. 
 

2. The planet Venus has been referred to as the raining world.  
It has been said so because it had been raining for seven years. Thousands upon 
thousands of days were compounded and filled from one end to the other with rain, with 
the drum and gush of water. It was filled with the sweet crystal fall of showers and the 
concussions of storms so heavy that they came like tidal waves over the islands. A 
thousand forests had been crushed again. This was the way of life on Venus, hence it 
has been referred to as a raining world. 
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3. After having experienced the sun for a brief time, the children had to confine themselves 
back to school rooms as the rains were lashing out again. The children are devastated 
by the fact that it will take seven long years before they could see the sun again. 
Suddenly they realised that they had locked Margot in the closet. She was the one who 
was anxiously waiting for the sun to come out. The children had acted out of jealousy 
and became partners in crime and forcibly locked Margot in the closet and prevented her 
from seeing and feeling the sun. Even when Margot resists, she is locked away in a 
faraway closet. 
 

4. When the sun had come out Margot was slammed and locked into the closet by William 
and his friends. The children had acted out of jealousy and became partners in crime 
and forcibly locked Margot in the closet and prevented her from seeing and feeling the 
sun. Even when Margot resists, she is locked away in a faraway closet. 
 

5. Sci-Fi is the term that is used for science fiction which is based on imagined future 
scientific or technological advances, frequently portraying space or time travel and life on 
other planets. 
Bradbury’s All Summer in a Day is story set in future on the planet Venus. The 
characters are on Venus to “set up civilization and live out their lives”. It is only Margot 
who had come to Venus five years ago from Earth, rest others had been on Venus all 
their lives. The story does not tell us the reason for their immigration from Earth to Venus 
despite the incessant rain. 
The particular story falls into the genre of science fiction because it is set in a different 
planet, there is a constant reference to scientist and their predictions regarding the sun; 
they city set in Venus is underground and what is interesting and fictional in the story is 
that Venus here is described completely opposite of the real Venus which is very hot. It 
is impossible for humans to live on the real Venus. 

Answer 9. 

1. The two new passengers were young men who entered the train. One was a handsome 
person. He seemed bold with frank face and manner. 
The other was a ruffled, glum-faced person. He was heavily built and roughly dressed. 
They took the seat facing a young woman named Miss Fairchild. The young girl was 
pretty and attractive with a lovely smile. She was dressed elegantly and seemed to be a 
smart, stylish and rich woman who loved travelling. She seemed to be an experienced 
traveller as she was surrounded by all the luxurious comforts. 
 

2. Initially, the young woman showed no interest in the two passengers and looked at them 
with a distant, swift disinterest. After a while, she found that one of them was Mr Easton 
whom she knew. And so she greeted him with a lovely smile and a tender pink tingeing 
that rounded her cheeks. She held out her little grey-gloved hand and spoke in a sweet 
and friendly tone. The two passengers are called ‘the linked couple’ because they are 
handcuffed together. 
The young woman initiated a chat with Mr Easton by addressing him by his name and 
then by asking him if he did not ever recognize his old friends when they met in the 
West. She spoke in a sweet and friendly tone. 
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3. The story is set in the train in Denver. An elegantly dressed woman named Miss 
Fairchild is seated on the train when two men arrive and take the seat facing her. She 
engages herself in conversation with one of them, namely Mr Easton whom she knows. 
While talking to him she is surprised to notice that Mr Easton is handcuffed to the man 
seated beside him. She gets tense and feels embarrassed. She stares at him in 
disbelief. The glad look in the young girl’s eyes slowly changes to bewildered horror. On 
the other hand, Mr Easton too feels embarrassed and uncomfortable. The other man has 
been watching the girl’s concern and tension and also of Easton’s embarrassment with 
his shrewd eyes. In order to ease Miss Fairchild’s tension and concern and to remove Mr 
Easton’s embarrassment, the other man gives an explanation and says that Mr Easton is 
a marshal and that the two are headed for Leavenworth prison. It brings relief to both 
Miss Fairchild and Mr Easton. But still Miss Fairchild continues to stare at the handcuff. 
“Don’t you worry about them miss,” said the other man. “All marshal handcuff 
themselves to their prisoners to keep them from getting away. Mr Easton knows his 
business.” The young woman is fully relieved and accepts that Mr Easton is the marshal 
and is doing his duty as a marshal. As the two men stand to go to the smoker car, the 
young woman bids Mr Easton goodbye. 
All the while, two other passengers seated nearby have listened to the conversation. 
Both are keen observant and intelligent. Both realize that Miss Fairchild has missed the 
clues that might have indicated the truth of Easton’s situation. They realize that Easton is 
a handsome person. He is bold with a frank face and manner. But they observe 
something else beneath his handsome face. Their remarks reveal the true character of 
Mr Easton and therein lies the irony of the story. One passenger remarks that Easton 
seems to be too young to be a marshal. This raises doubt in the minds of the readers. 
But the remark of the other passenger reveals the truth about Mr Easton. 
He says,” Did you ever know an officer to handcuff a prisoner to his right hand?” This 
unexpected remark reveals the story’s irony. This surprise ending makes the story 
interesting. I feel the Marshal is a compassionate man. In spite of the rough looks, he 
has a golden heart. He lies to save the young man and the girl from embarrassment and 
humiliation. He does not want to expose Mr. Easton as a convict in front of an old friend. 
He tells Miss Fairchild that Mr. Easton is the marshal and he is the convict, who is being 
taken to the prison. He wants the young woman to retain her romantic illusion. At least 
she will think of the young man as a daring hero, instead of having to think of him as a 
fraudster and counterfeiter of notes. 
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