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Answers of Final Revision Paper 2018–2019
LITERATURE
Section A – Drama 

The Merchant of Venice – Shakespeare 
Answer 1.

1. Antonio and Bassanio are at a street in Venice . 
  They are there as Bassanio wanted a loan of three thousand ducats to furnish him to 

Belmont. Antonio had asked him to get the loan on his account from Venice. It was 
Shylock who agreed to lend him the required amount but before that Antonio was to 
sign a bond in favour of Shylock.

2.	 	Antonio	is	being	sarcastic	here.	Shylock	agreed	to	lend	Bassanio	the	required	amount	
of three thousand ducats without charging interest but in return he wants Antonio 
sign	a	bond	wherein	he	would	be	 liable	to	 	a	pound	of	Antonio’s	flesh	 if	he	fails	to	
repay	the	amount	on	particular	day	and	time.	Antonio	mockingly	 tells	Shylock	 that	
he is indeed contended and will certainly sign such a bond and that it is most kind of 
Shylock	to	make	the	offer	of	lending	the	money	without	interest.	

	 	Antonio’s	act	of	signing	the	bond	was	not	justified	as	he	was	being	too	over-confident	
and lacked common sense in signing such a bond which eventually he was asked to 
pay with his life.

3.	 	Salarino	says	if	he	had	business	ventures	like	Antonio	at	the	sea	then,	every	time	he	
would cool his soup by blowing on it, it would make him tremble and put him into a 
fit	of	shivering.	He	would	be	reminded		of	the	stormy	winds	and	the	terrible	damage	a	
wind	too	great		might	cause	to	his	ships.	Every	time,	when	he	would	watch	the	sandy	
hourglass run, he would be reminded of the shallow waters and sand banks which 
would be a danger to his ships.

	 	He	says	that	he	would	visualize	his	large	ship	‘Andrew’	docked	on	the	sand,	with	her	
top sails lowered to the ground, the wooden sides of the ship buried in and when he 
would	go	to	Church,	the	sight	of	the	edifice	(church	stone	building)	would	instantly	
remind him of the harmful rocks, which when touched his ships would break his 
vessels	into	pieces	and	scatter	its	cargo	of	silk	and	spices	in	the	sea.	

  Salarino paints a vivid picture of his ships at the sea. They seem to carry out a large 
procession on the sea, where the other small trading ships, bob up and down and rock 
about	the	water,	as	if	doing		a	curtsy	(bow	of	respect)	to	the	large	boats,	when	the	
former speed by them under full sail. 

4.	 	Salanio,	another	friend	of	Antonio,	gives	his	reasons	for	Antonio’s	sadness.	He	says	
that if he had ships like those of Antonio, he would also be concerned about his 
merchandise	on	sea.	He	would	always	be	plucking	the	blade	of	grass	and	holding	it	up	
to	see	in	which	direction	was	the	wind	blowing.	He	would	always	be	looking	into	maps	
for harbours, piers and ports and every object concerned with his ships would without 
any	doubt		make	him	sad.	He	refers	t	
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5.	 	Bassanio	shows	nobility	of	character.	He	candidly	confesses	to	Portia	that	all	his	wealth	
ran	in	his	veins	but	he	was	worse	than	nothing.	He	had	engaged	his	very	dear	friend 
(Antonio)	to	his	very	enemy(	Shylock)	to	furnish	him	to	Belmont.

	 	He	is	also	a	bundle	of	contradictions.	He	professes	his	true	love	for	Portia	and	promises	
never	to	part	with	the	ring	given	by	her	till	he	dies.	However	he	not	only	parts	with	the	
ring	but	also	is	ready	to	sacrifice	his	beloved	wife	to	save	Antonio.

Answer 2.

1.	 	Gratiano	 is	 a	 Christian	 and	 a	 friend	 to	Antonio	 and	Bassanio.	He	 is	 in	 the	habit	 of	
talking	 a	 infinite	deal	 of	 nothing.	 Bassanio	 is	 prompted	 to	 say	 the	 above	words	 as	
Gratiano	wants	to	go	with	Bassanio	to	Belmont,	so	Bassanio	allows	him	to	accompany	
him, but wants him to improve his behaviour. 

2.	 	Bassanio	tells	Gratiano		that	he	is	too	loud	and	rude.	Those	qualities	may	suit	him	and	
do	not	appear	as	faults	to	the	people	who	know	him	and	who	are	his	friends.	He	refers	
to	the	eyes	of	friends.	Bassanio	is	phrasing	his	criticism	of	a	friend	very	discreetly.	He	
says that where people do not know him well, this behaviour would appear too wild 
and	unrestrained.	So	he	requests	Gratiano	to	tone	down	his	temper	with	a	drop	of	
decency,	or	else	his	unruly	disposition(behaviour)	may	be	misunderstood	at	Belmont	
and	Bassanio	may	lose	all	chance	of	success	in	his	wooing	Portia.

3.	 	Gratiano	promises	that	he	will	put	on	decent	clothes	and	wear	a	serious	look.	He	will	
talk	with	respect	and	very	seldom	use	an	oath.	He	will	carry	a	prayer	book	in	his	pocket	
to	give	an	impression	that	he	is	a	devoted	man.	He	will	look	serious	and	solemn.	When	
Grace is being said  before the meals, he will hood his eyes with his hat and solemnly 
say	 ‘amen’.	He	will	do	everything	 that	good	manners	and	politeness	demands,	 like	
one	who	 has	 practiced	 to	 put	 up	 a	 serious	 appearance	 of	 solemnity	 to	 please	 his	
grandmother.	He	asserts	that	if	he	fails	to	be	true	to	his	words,	never	to	trust	him.

4.	 	Bassanio	tells	Antonio	that	according	to	him	Gratiano	speaks	great	deal	of	non-sense	
more	than	any	other	man	in	Venice.	His	speech	is	like	two	grains	of	good	sense	hidden	
in	two	bushels	of	chaff/nonsense.	If	one	spends	the	whole	day	to	find	sense	in	it,	and	
before one has discovered it, will realise that it is not worth the search.

5.	 	Gratiano	proves	to	be	a	loyal	friend	as	he	advices	Antonio	not	to	think	too	much	of	
the	world	and	not	to	fish	with	melancholy	as	a	bait.	He	also	accompanies	Lorenzo	and	
helps	him	with	his	elopement	with	Jessica.	He	goes	as	a	forerunner	and	informs	the	
arrival of his lord Bassanio ,to Belmont. Towards the end he wishes his wife to be dead 
so that she could entreat some power to change the currish Jew. By all these incidents 
we	can	say	that	Gratiano	was	indeed	a	loyal	friend	.

Answer 3.

1.	 	Portia	says	the	above	words	in	the	court	of	Justice	in	Venice.	The	Duke,the	magnificoes,	
Antonio,	Bassanio,	Gratiano,	Salerio	and	others	are	present	in	the	scene.	Later	Portia	
and Nerissa enter the scene dressed as  lawyer.

2.	 	Portia	says	that	mercy	shows	itself	of	its	own	accord.	It	carries	with	it	a	twofold	power	
and	a	double	blessing.	It	benefits	and	makes	happy	both	the	giver	and	the	receiver.	In	
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reply	to	Shylock’s	question	as	to	under	what	compulsion	he	must	be	merciful,	Portia	
replies	back	by	saying	that	they	very	characteristic	of	mercy	is	that	there	can	be	no	
compulsion in its exercise. It is beyond the power of man and the law to compel a man 
to	be	merciful.	Mercy	is	purely	voluntary	action,	whereas	justice	has	the	compelling	
force of the law behind it also its very nature is to fall like rain. Just as no man can 
command the rain to fall, so also, no man can command mercy. 

3.  Mercy is a nobler quality in a king than the crown which he wears, which is an emblem 
of his sovereign authority. The king’s sceptre, which is a rod he holds in his hand, is the 
outward	symbol	of	his	earthly	power.	It	gives	him	majesty	and	fills	his	subjects	with	
dread and fear of him. Mercy is far above his earthly power. Its throne is in the heart 
and	soul	of	a	king.	It	befits	the	king	more	than	his	crown	or	his	sceptre.	The	sceptre	can	
only bring under control the bodies of men and bring about their physical submission, 
whereas mercy touches the hearts of men and wins love and respect from them. Thus 
she	shows	that	mercy	suits	a	monarch	better	than	his	crown.

4.	 	Shylock	refuses	to	be	merciful	to	Antonio	as	recalls	the	humiliation	and	how	he	has	
abused	him	in	the	Rialto	amongst	the	merchants	concerning	his	methods	of	financial	
deals	and	lending	money	at	interest.	Antonio,	had	spat	on	his	Jewish	gabardine	(which	
is	a	long	loose	coat,	worn	traditionally	by	Jews)	called	him	an	misbeliever	and	a	cut	
throat merciless dog. Antonio had casted his spit on his beard and had kicked him 
aside with his foot as if he were a stray dog out of the house. And all this because he 
was a Jew. 

5.	 	Shylock	 is	 rendered	mercy	by	 the	Duke	as	he	 is	 gifted	with	his	 life	even	before	he	
pleaded for it. The half of his property which was with the state was returned back 
with	just	a	fine.	Moreover,	Antonio	asks	that	Shylock	draw	up	a	will	leaving	his	half,	
which	he	retains	during	his	lifetime	to	Lorenzo	and	Jessica	on	his	death	and	that	he	
becomes	a	Christian.

	 	Yes,	I	feel	that	he	was	rendered	justice	as	was	granted	life	as	well	all	his	wealth	was	
returned back. Being a person who loved his wealth more than anything else, he could 
not	argue	with	the	Duke	or	Antonio.

Section B - Poetry
A Collection of Poems

Answer 7.

1.	 	The	weather	is	said	to	be	bleak	and	bitter	.	It	is	said	so	because	these	six	humans	are	
not warm or friendly with one another. The atmosphere is bleak because there is no 
hope for anyone to survive. They are so cold from inside that they do not realise that 
by not helping others, they themselves will perish.

2.	 The	third	man	was	very	poor	and	had	tattered	clothes.	He	was	full	of	bitterness	and	 
	 envy	for	the	unworthy	rich	folk.	To	protect	himself	from	the	freezing	cold	he	gives	his	 
 coat a hitch.
	 	However,	the	word	‘hitch’	is	suggestive	of	his	tightness,	anger	for	the	rich.	It	shows	that	

the	poor	man	in	tattered	clothes	is	not	generous	but	‘jealous’.	He	thought	it	would	it	
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would	be	unjust	to	give	what	little	he	had	to	help	those	who	had	more	than	him.
	 Hence	he	held	his	stick	back.
3.  The black man saw in his piece of wood, a chance to spite and harm the white. The 

poem is set in Ohio, a place where the blacks were simply hated and ignored by the 
whites.	In	the	times	the	poem	refers	to,	there	was	a	law	which	prohibited	the	blacks	
from	appearing	in	public	after	the	dark.	Since,	the	black	man	was	discriminated	based	
on colour by the whites he held prejudices against them.

	 	The	black	man	seemed	to	have	suffered	many	atrocities	at	the	hands	of	whites.	His	
face itself showed how revengeful he was.

	 	As	 the	 fire	was	 dying,	 he	 thought	 he	 had	 the	 chance	 to	 hurt	 the	white	 people	 by	
keeping	his	stick	with	him.	He	clearly	suffered	from	the	vice	of	spite.

4.	 The	black	man	was	an	opportunist.	When	he	found	an	opportunity	to	harm	the	white,	 
	 he	made	the	most	of	 it.	He	refused	to	put	his	 log	of	wood	 in	 the	fire	to	warm	the	 
	 white,	who	had	committed	many	atrocities	upon	him	and	his	race.
5.	 	Six	men	are	trapped	in	cold	weather	and	their	dying	fire	is	in	need	of	logs	but	even	

though each of them is clutching a piece of wood, they cannot put it to use due to 
their	selfishness.	Thus,	by	the	end,	each	one	of	them	dies	from	the	‘cold	within’.	Their	
cold	heartedness	invites	death	in	the	end	and	they	die	with	their	logs	held	tight	in	their	
hands.	They	die	not	from	the	outside	cold	but	the	lack	of	fire	of	compassion	in	their	
hearts. Each perishes, not because of the cold outside but of the cold heartedness 
within each.

Answer 8.

1.	 	The	 purple	 and	 gold	 flecked	 grey	 bangles	 are	 suitable	 for	 the	 proud	 middle-aged	
housewife who has journeyed through life whose hands have cared, loved, blessed and 
brought up her fair sons and who has proudly saved her family and takes care of her 
household	and	has	the	honour	of	sitting	by	her	husband’s	side	at	religious	ceremonies.

  These bangles symbolise the phase of their life where the maiden turned bride has 
now experienced all the aspects of being a woman. She is a mature matriarch who has 
the wisdom and experience .

2.  Bangles having silver, blue and pink hues represent maidenhood. These types of 
bangles	are	befitting	for	a	maiden’s	wrist.

  The silver and blue coloured bangles are as misty as mountain mist. They are meant for 
the virgin girls who have countless longings for her married life. This also suggest the 
blooming beauty of her growing age. Maidens adorn their wrists with colourful bangles 
such as silver and blue like the mountain mist and shades of pink like the glowing 
buds	and	flowers.	Some	are	green	in	colour	like	the	new	born	leaves.	These	colours	
express their tender longings. These colours symbolise the dreams, youthfulness and 
aspiration	of	a	woman	when	she	is	a	virgin.

3.  The golden coloured bangles worn by a bride on her bridal morning is compared to 
the	 sunlit	 corn	 field.	 This	 colour	 is	 suitable	 for	 a	 bride.	 The	 corn	 fields,	 a	 proof	 of	
mother	nature’s	fertility	is	symbolic	of	the	fertility	of	a	young	girl	getting	married.	The	
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bangles	that	are	suitable	for	a	bride	are	golden	and	fiery-coloured	like	the	holy	fire	
around which the bride takes the marriage vows with her groom. The bangles also 
have	the	colour	of	“her	heart’s	desire’	which	is	suggestive	of	dreams	and	hopes	of	a	
newly	wedded	bride.	Thus,	the	flame	like	colour	of	bangles	relevantly	symbolise	the	
flame	of	love	and	passion	in	marriage.

4.  The poet says that the bright yellow and red coloured bangles worn by the bride create 
a light sound as the bride walks. They are shining and delicate as the laughter of the 
bride	(as	she	is	getting	married)	and	also	the	tears	(as	she	weeps	at	the	separation	
from	her	parents).	Hence	these	bangles	are	as	tinkling,	shining,	tender	and	clear	as	the	
happiness and sorrow that a bride experiences.

5.	 	The	poem	not	only	portrays	the	life	of	traditional	Indian	women	but	also	portrays	the	
life of bangle sellers. The bangle seller carry their shining bangles to the temple fair to 
sell them. They choose to go to the temple fair because that is the place where they 
can	get	the	most	potential	buyers	 i.e.	women	who	believe	 in	the	traditional	 Indian	
setup.	Moreover,	for	them	the	wearing	of	bangles	is	suggestive	of	happiness,	peace	
and prosperity. They concentrate on the human element of the product that is to be 
sold at the temple fair.

	 This	is	a	lyrical	form	of	poem	and	the	poet	is	,The	Nightingale	of	India	,	Sarojini	Naidu.

Answer 9.

1.	 	Abou	Ben	Adhem	was	 a	 pious	 and	 god-fearing	 person.	He	was	 noble,	 selfless	 and	
virtuous	man	who	always	thought	about	well-being	of	others.

	 	By	the	words	‘may	his	tribe	increase’,	the	poet	exclaims	his	desire	that	the	number	of	
noble,	selfless	and	virtuous	people	like	Abou	Ben	Adhem	should	increase	in	this	selfish	
and wicked world.

2.  One night when Ben Adhem was awakened from a deep dream of peace, he saw that 
his	room	was	filled	with	moonlight	making	it	appear	rich(bright)	like	a	lily	in	bloom.	He	
also	saw	an	angel	writing	something	in	a	book	of	gold.

	 	The	poetic	device	used	in	the	fourth	line	is	a	‘Simile’.	Here	a	direct	comparison	is	used	
to compare the splendour and freshness of the angel in the moonlit room to that of 
the	‘lily	in	bloom.’

3.  Abou was a peace loving and brave person as he did no wrong. So, he was not afraid 
of the heavenly presence in the room. Moreover, the exceeding peace he felt in the 
presence	of	the	vision	made	him	bold	enough	to	ask	the	question.	Ben	Adhem	asked	
the	angel	what	was	it	writing	in	the	book	of	gold.	

  The visitor looked at Abou with a face that evoked kindness and answered with a 
sweet	accord	that	he	was	writing	the	names	of	those	who	loved	lord.

4.	 	The	book	of	gold	signifies	the	glory	of	God	and	the	names	of	people	written	in	the	
book were virtuous and loved the lord . 

	 	‘Look	of	all	sweet	accord’	,	means	that	the	angel	responded	to	Abou’s	question	with	
a sweet agreement. Abou asked the angel if his name was in the list of those who 
loved	the	lord.		Abou	was	a	little	sad	on	not	hearing	his	name	in	the	list	of	people	who	
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loved	the	Lord	but	however	he	was	not	disheartened.	He	cheerfully	asked	the	angel	to	
include his name in the list of people who loved their fellow men.

5.  The following night, the vision appeared in Ben Adhem’s room with a great awakening 
light and showed him the names of those whom the love of God had blessed and to 
his surprise his name led all the rest.

	 	Wakening	light	symbolizes	a	state	in	which	you	achieve	awareness	of	God.	It	transcends	
a person to a heavenly and blissful state.

  The poet uses the word Lo! to express his surprise and that even when Abou did not 
love the God as much as others , God loved him the most.

	 	The	poem	tries	to	convey	that	devotion	to	God	is	directly	related	to	one’s	love	for	his	
fellow humans. One cannot hate his fellow men whom he has seen and love God whom 
he has not seen. God resides in the core of every human being and those who do noble 
deeds	for	the	welfare	of	others	selflessly	out	of	love,	receive	God’s	love	and	blessings.

Section C - Prose
Collection of Short Stories

Answer 10.

1.  An old man with steel rimmed glasses and dusty clothes and gray dusky face sat by the 
side	of	the	road	near	the	pontoon	bridge.	The	old	man	was	too	tired	to	go	any	further.	He	
had walked for twelve miles and couldn’t walk any further. Moreover, he was a fatalist 
and did not care about his safety and had resigned to his fate as a casualty of war.

2.	 	The	old	man	is	seventy	six	years	old.	He	wore	with	steel	rimmed	glasses	and	dusty	
clothes	and	gray	dusty	face	sat	by	the	side	of	the	road.	The	old	man’s	native	town	was	
San Carlos.

	 	He	 looked	 after	 his	 animals	 and	 took	 care	 of	 them	 although	 he	 didn’t	 look	 like	 a	
shepherd nor a herdsman because of the steel rimmed spectacles he had worn.

3. The old man took care of several animals. There were three in total. 
  There were two goats, a cat and four pairs of pigeons. The pigeon stands for peace and 

harmony	and	the	fact	they	fly	away	from	the	war	area	is	a	reference	to	the	refugees	
who	flee	from	the	war	to	a	safer	place.

  The cat is a symbol of independence. It doesn’t need anybody to survive because it can 
care	for	itself.	Hence	the	cat	represents	the	free	will	and	if	you	are	forced	to	do	some	
things.	But	the	goat	which	is	often	used	as	a	sacrificial	animal	probably	represents	the	
old	man	and	his	situation.	Like	a	goat	which	is	sacrificed	the	old	man’s	fate	is	sealed.	This	
also means that common people like the old man cannot stop war and have to accept it.

4.  The fact “that” it was a gray over cast day with a low ceiling prevented the Fascist from 
launching their planes and advancing towards Ebro.

	 	This	was	a	sign	of	good	luck	for	the	old	man	as	it	bought	him	some	extra	time	to	make	
up	his	mind	and	towards	safety.	Apart	from	the			fact	that	the	cat	could	look	after	itself;	
this was the only other good luck the old man seem to have when he is faced with the 
inevitability of death.
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5.	 	At	the	beginning	of	the	story,	Hemingway	has	described	the	appearance	of	the	old	
man as wearing “black dusty clothes with a gray dusty face.” By using the black and 
gray	colours,	he	is	suggesting	what	is	sad	and	gloomy.	Here	it	means	how	much	the	old	
man	was	destroyed	by	the	war	both	and	emotionally	and	physically.

	 	Towards	the	end	he	uses,”	a	gray	outcast	day.	By	using	this	sentence	Hemingway	tries	
to	establish	an	atmosphere	of	sadness,	loneliness	and	destruction	which	was	brought	
about by the war. Thus, the narrator has painted with words the tragedy of wars.

Answer 11.

1.	 Mr	Oliver	found	the	boy	sitting	alone	on	a	rock	at	night	in	the	pineforest	.
  As Mr Oliver moved closer to the boy he sensed that something was wrong. The boy 

appeared	to	be	crying.	The	boy	was	sitting	with	his	head	hung	down	and	holding	his	
face	in	his	hands.	The	boy	was	crying	continuously	and	his	body	shook	convulsing.	But	
what made Oliver uneasy was that the boy’s weeping was soundless.

2. Miscreant’ is a person who has done some mischief.
	 	Oliver	had	noticed	a	boy	with	his	school	cap	sitting	on	a	rock	at	night.	The	hostel	boys	

were	not	supposed	to	come	out	after	dark.	So,	when	he	saw	the	boy	he	assumed	that	
he was miscreant who played a wag from school. The boy appeared to be crying. The 
boy	was	sitting	with	his	head	hung	down	and	holding	his	face	in	his	hands.

	 The	boy	was	crying	continuously	and	his	body	shook	convulsing.
3.  As a teacher having concern for the boy, Oliver asked the boy why he was there at 

night	and	why	he	was	crying.	The	boy	however	would	not	answer	or	look	up.	His	body	
continued	to	be	racked	with	silent	sobbing.	Oliver	asked	him	again	the	reason	why	he	
was there at night and asked him what was the trouble. Upon this the boy looked up. 
He	took	his	hands	from	his	face	and	looked	up	at	the	teacher.

4.  By the use of the words strange, soundless weeping, the author has tried to create an 
atmosphere	 of	 strangeness,	mystery	 and	 supernaturalism.	 Here	 he	makes	 the	 super	
natural	appear	entirely	natural	by	his	artistic	skill	and	therefore	it	becomes	hard	to	ignore.

 The seeds of fear and suspense are solved in the minds of the readers.
5.	 	When	 the	boy	finally	 removed	his	hands	 from	his	 face	and	 looked	up	at	Oliver,	he	

was	horrified.	As	the	torch	light	fell	on	the	boy’s	face,	Oliver	was	stunned	to	see	that	
the boy’s face was featureless, without eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It was just a round 
smooth head with a school cap on top.

Answer 12. 

1.	 	When	Sibia	saw	the	Gujar	woman	struggling	to	free	herself	from	the	crocodile,	she	
immediately came to her rescue. She could see in the boiling bloody water, the face 
of the crocodile was fastened around her leg and was tugging to and fro and seemed 
to	smile.	His	eyes	rolled	on	to	Sibia.	Sibia	knew	that	one	slap	of	the	tail	could	kill	her.	
He	eventually	struck	and	the	water	shot	up	twenty	feet	high	and	fell	like	a	silver	chain.	
The rock too jumped under the blow of its tail. But in the daily heroism of the jungle, 
as	common	as	a	thorn	tree,	Sibia	did	not	hesitate.	She	aimed	at	the	reptiles	eyes.	With	
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all	the	force	of	her	little	body,	she	drove	the	hayfork	at	the	eyes,	and	one	prong	went	
right in its eyes, while other prong scratched past on the horny cheek. The crocodile 
then reared up in convulsion and later disappeared in the bloody foam. Sibia got 
her	arms	around	the	fainting	woman,	and	somehow	dragged	her	home	to	the	Gujar	
encampment	where	the	men	made	a	litter	to	carry	her	to	someone	for	treatment.	She	
had	heroically	saved	a	Gujar	woman	from	falling	a	prey	to	the	great	reptile	and	also	
had managed to kill the crocodile bare handed .

2.  Though Sibia was	poor,	she	knew	what	finesse	was	and	she	believed	that	there	was	
no	end	to	the	wonders	of	the	world.	While	passing	through	the	bazaar,	Sibia	came	
across	a	sweetmeat	stall.	They	seemed	extremely	mouth-watering	even	when	they	
were	abuzz	with	dust	and	flies.	Even	when	the	air	was	filled	with	the	smell	of	drains	
and	humanity	and	cheap	cigarettes,	they	smelled	wonderful	all	above	this	smell.

	 	At	the	cloth	stall,	Sibia	saw	great	rolls	of	new	cotton	cloth	stacked	neatly.	The	edge	of	
these	rolls	were	stamped	with	the	makers	sign	of	a	tiger’s	head.	They	smelt	wonderful	
of its dressing. They came straight from the mills. The fresh smell of new cloth was 
so	gratifying	that	she	could	stand	by	it	all	day	long.	She	had	seen	satin	sewn	with	real	
silver	thread,	tin	trays	from	Birmingham.	She	had	also	seen	a	sari	which	had	got	chips	
of	 looking-glass	embroidered	 into	the	border.	She	had	seen	the	Kashmiri	merchant	
who	was	on	his	way	to	the	bungalows.	He	was	showing	dawn-colored	silks	that	poured	
like	cream.	He	also	had	little	locked	chest	with	turquoises	and	opal	in	it.	However,	the	
best	of	all	was	a	box	which,	when	pressed,	a	bell	tinkled	and	a	yellow	woolen	chicken	
jumped out. She thought that there was never a end to the wonders of the world . 
Every	time	she	witnessed	a	new	marvel	at	the	market	.

3.  The mugger crocodile was twice the length of a tall man and was blackish brown in color. 
It was yellowish white from below. Inside him, he had stones which he had swallowed 
to	aid	digestion.	The	antediluvian	saurian,	prehistoric	 juggernaut	was	ferocious	and	
formidable.	He	was	a	vast	 force	 in	the	water	which	propelled	by	unimaginable	and	
irresistible	power	of	his	huge	tail.	It	lay	lapped	by	rippled	with	a	throb	in	his	throat.	His	
mouth	which	was	running	almost	the	whole	length	of	his	head	was	closed	and	fixed	
in	an	evil	bony	smile	and	where	the	yellow	underside	came	upto	it,	it	was	tinged	with	
green.	It	moved	only	when	food	came	or	else	he	could	lay	motionless	and	was	able	
to wait forever. The crocodile was born probably about a hundred years ago, hatched 
on	sandbank.	He	at	once	made	for	water,	ready	to	fend	for	himself.	He	had	lived	by	
his	brainless	craft	and	ferocity.	He	had	escaped	birds	of	prey	and	carnivores	fish.	He	
caught	and	stored	food	 in	putrid	holes.	He	had	tepid	water	to	 live	 in	and	plenty	of	
rotten	food.	It	was	an	antediluvian	saurian-	prehistoric,	ferocious	and	formidable.	It	
was a vast force in water, propelled by huge tail, his mouth running whole length of his 
head,	closed	and	fixed	in	evil	smile.

	 	It	has	an	inch-thick	armored	hide,	no	rifle	bullets	could	pierce,	only	eyes	and	underarms	
were	vulnerable.	He	fed	on	fish,	deer,	monkeys,	ducks,	pi-day	full	of	parasites,	skeleton,	
cow,	sometime	half	burned	bodies	of	Indians	from	the	burning	ghats	in	the	streams.	
He	lived	well	in	the	river,	sunning	himself	with	other	crocodiles	on	the	warm	rocks	and	
sandbanks	where	sun	dried	the	clay	and	where	he	would	plop	off	into	the	water	in	a	
moment if alarmed.


