
Practice Paper - 6 (Solved) 1 

Answers of Practice Paper 6
Answer 1.
a) Film’s a source of entertainment, refreshment – However, it is an exaggerated version 

of life- reel life different from real life- movie culture among youngsters- influenced by 
fashion- stunts- styles- influenced by western cinema- move into fiction and fantasy- into 
a world of myth- fail to understand that actors are but humans and not super humans.

b) Weekend- mall- crowd- people shopping- kids enjoying- hubbub- food stalls crowded- 
happy faces all round- pleasant- suddenly- explosion heard- bomb exploded- cries heard- 
people running- many injured- a few dead- mall being evacuated – the place which was 
agog with people- and then there was nothing.

c) Teen years filled with many incidents- best time of life- no responsibilities except to 
study - carefree days - over confident - over enthusiastic- adventurous- one incident 
changed life- lied to parents for the first time- went out with friends for a party – caught 
by police – behind bars – parents came to rescue- embarrassed- guilty – pledged never 
to cheat on parents – learnt my lesson.

d) Travelling, best teacher – teaches you to be self-reliant, independent, confident -  Adapt 
to different environment – Accept different cultures – Respect different religion – 
teaches you tolerance – expands your spectrum – close to nature – contributes to self-
development.

e) Nature’s fury in Uttarakhand – it seemed as if the pent up angers of Gods burst all the 
dams and poured water everywhere – continuous heavy downpour for three days, 
the cloud bursts and the flash floods caused devastation everywhere – the rivers in 
the area rose many metres and flowed with such furry that they devoured everything 
that came their way: human beings, animals, buildings, vehicles, roads and bridges – a 
frightening sight – thousands of pilgrims caught unawares in this unexpected avalanche 
of destruction – the Army developed more than 45 helicopters to rescue the people 
stranded in various parts of the State to safer locations – people awaited with bated 
breath for the helicopters to arrive and rescue them from their ordeal experience.

Answer 2.
a) Dear grandmother, it has been long since I have met you – however met aunt Polly, she 

has taken up learning French – at the age of fifty five – I insist that you take up some 
activity – you are good at piano – never too old to learn and start again – hope you will 
listen to me.

b) Sir, this is to bring to your notice the need for a park in our locality – children play on 
roads – no space for senior citizens to walk – vehicles threat to children who play – need 
recreational place for kids – requesting you to do the needful.

Answer 3.
 Please refer to Question 3 (a) and (b) given in Test Paper 1 in the book for hints and tips
Answer 4.

a) Scummed over- covered with on the surface.
 Intoxicated- mentally or emotionally exhilarate
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b) i. Ulapur was humble village. There was just an indigo factory nearby, and the  
  British manager had established a new post office. It was not anything similar to  
  Calcutta.

 ii.  Fish out of water means unaccustomed or unfamiliar to the surroundings.
      The post master being a city dweller and his Calcutta background made him a  

  bad  mixer. In an unfamiliar place he was either arrogant or ill at ease. So there was  
  not much contact between him and the residents of the area.

 iii.  Since the post master had very little work to do, he tried to spend his leisure time  
  writing poems.

       The bliss of watching the leaves trembling in the trees and the clouds in the sky  
  inspired him.

       But he could not mind if a genie would cut down all the leafy trees overnight, make  
  a road and the road being blocked with rows of tall trees. He would probably come  
  back to life again.

 iv.  Postmaster had hired Ratan, a twelve- or thirteen-year orphaned girl. Since he had  
  to cook for himself, he had instead hired her to do the same and also the household  
  work for which he would give her a little food. In the evenings the postmaster  
  would go inside and call for Ratan.

c) Being a Calcutta boy the post master felt like a fish out of water. He felt ill at ease for 
want of educated company. He wrote poems. He longed to go back to Calcutta. Ratan 
looked after him and did odd work for little food. He had a meagre.

Answer 5.

a) i.  returns ii. Summited iii. shared iv. work 
 v.   had helped vi.  build/ in building vii.  lives viii.  went 
b) i.   into / to ii.  on iii.  for his wife’s debts too  
 iv.   with  v.  in vi.  of/for vii.  by/across 
 viii.  Since
c) i. When I went to the party late, most people went home.
 ii.  If you change your mind, there is always a job for you here. 
 iii.  It is really rude of her to speak to me this way.
 iv.  She as well as her friends who visited her there, loved staying in the cottage. 
 d) i.  Only with force could the door be opened.
 ii.  The play is so popular that the theatre is likely to be full every night.
 iii.  It was not known by anyone when they took the painting.
 iv. But for the teacher’s tutor she would not have passed.
 v.  My heart is so full that it does not have any words.
 vi. Mr Price will pay only under compulsion.
 vii. One of the Seven Wonders of the World is “The Taj Mahal.”
 viii. Is it possible for new hives of bees to restore lost population?
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Answers of Practice Paper 7
Answer 1.

a) If only I had told the truth- my mother would not have lost faith and trust in me- regret 
the fact that I hid my mark sheet- mother trusted me the most- I cheated on her- failed 
in maths- mother worried about mark sheet- inquired- I refused- suddenly got my mark 
sheet from cupboard where I hid- mother in shock- dismayed and devastated not by 
mark sheet but the fact that I lied- didn’t  talk to me for over a month- forgave me but 
did not forget- if only I had told her the truth she would not have lost trust in me.

b) The greatest honour being the sports captain of my school was to represent my school 
at an Inter-school Sports meet- selected for volleyball- expectations running high- I was 
confident I can win it hands down- suddenly anxiety got better of me- nervous- tensed- 
conscious of a hundred eyes looking at me- took a deep breath- focused on my game- 
took the last winning goal euphoric- won the match- elated- proud to have got laurels 
for my school.

c) It’s a man’s world- true- we live in a male dominated society- women always shadowed- 
although women have taken over three realms of the earth- she is still confined to the 
role of a mother- wife- daughter- she caters to need of her family- and then pursue her 
dreams- on the contrary men do not shoulder the responsibility of household- they 
shrug it off- it’s a patriarchal world- men will always try to overshadow a woman.

d) School annual day- arranged for a variety of entertainment programs- excited- arranged 
for fancy dress, musical programs, one act play, fashion show- tough time doing all 
these in constrained time period- program went on smoothly- a great success- teachers 
appreciated- mission accomplished. 

e) Three boys went to a park to play- they saw a mango tree laden with ripe mangoes- they 
could not resist themselves- since the mangoes were at a height they could not climb, they 
thought of getting the mangoes by throwing stones- as one of the boys threw a stone, it 
hit the beehive- the bees swarmed out and attacked the boys- the boys ran for safety.

Answer 2.

a) Dear Sid, it has been a long time since I have met you- we have planned for a trek 
to Mussorie. We will be going to the Jabarkhet Nature Reserve trek- splendid natural 
habitats- trekking across the beautiful Jabarkhet Nature Reserve for 3 hours- crisp and 
clean air- getting rid of toxins of the body- amazing view of the beautiful snow capped 
mountains of the Upper Himalayas- get some comfy clothes- sports shoes- snacks- 
sunglasses etc. - let me know if you wish to come.

b) Sir, this to bring to your notice the increasing incidents of thefts and robbery in our 
locality- it has become increasingly difficult to walk out of one’s house without the fear 
of being robbed or harmed these days- some preventive measures- CCTV needs to be 
installed at every intersection- a police constable stationed here- requesting you to do 
the needful as soon as possible.

Answer 3.
 Please refer to Question 3 (a) and (b) given in Test Paper 1 in the book for hints and tips.
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Answer 4.
a) i. Receded = move or go further away from a previous position
 ii. Coax = persuade someone gradually or gently
 iii. Hysterically = with wild uncontrolled emotion
 iv. Monotonous = dull, tedious and repetitious, lack in variety
b) i. The narrator got this strange job as his neighbour; a rich merchant had decided to 

become a politician.
 ii. The narrator got this job when their neighbour who was a rich merchant decided 

to become a politician. But his major handicap was that he was illiterate. So, he 
offered the narrator the job of accompanying him on trips into the interior villages 
to read and write for him.

 iii. Women in the village would coax their children to come and talk to the narrator 
but the children would only peep through the window and giggle hysterically. 

 iv. The narrator’s trips with the merchant were tiresome. Travelling by bus, rickshaw 
and bullock cart or on foot from village to village. He had become a machine 
recording names and addresses of his supporters. And the listing seemed to be 
endless. His job seemed to be monotonous, doing the same work, seeing the same 
type of houses, people and farms.

 v. Lala Munshiram promised the villager’s prosperity, to a huge crowd, he would give 
a talk in the form of a sermon, clapping his hands occasionally, spitting on the floor 
to mark his paragraph and thumping his feet to punctuate his sentences, all of 
which captivated the villagers.

c) The narrator basically had to accompany, read, write for the job with Lala, the illiterate 
politician. He had to read postcards, write down points dictated by Lala. He got 600 per 
month including sleeping under trees and eating stomachful meals. Travelling by bus, 
rickshaw, carts or on foot was tiresome. His job was monotonous.

Answer 5.
a) i.   was ii.  to eat iii. are allowed (allow)  iv. Boiled                      
 v.   slimming vi.  Could vii. Married  viii.  lovingly. 
b) i.   into ii.  up iii.  of  iv.  among                  
 v.   across            vi.  on vii.  off  viii.  at.
c) i. Every football team has a captain who arranges the matches.
 ii. As the sun rose, the fog disappeared.      OR
               The fog disappeared when the sun rose.
 iii. Although the heart attack was mild Mr. Leroy stayed in the bed for three weeks.
 iv.  I saw men at work as a new building which was to be a factory.
d) i. Although he is poor, he does not beg.  ii. She is going to be married to Peter.
 iii. One should sympathize with the poor.
 iv. If it had not rained, we would have a pleasant journey.
 v. He leads a life in solitude.
 vi. No sooner did the company launch a new product than it went bankrupt.
 vii. This place is better than any other place for observing sharks.
 viii. Little did he realize that I had seen everything.
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Answers of Practice Paper 8
Answer 1.

a)	 Mumbai-	city	of	traffic-	traffic	woes-	had	one	such	bitter	experience-	final	audition-	had	
to	reach	Bandra-	peak	hour	traffic-	heavily	blocked-	detour	of	roads	due	to	Metro	work-	
temperatures	 flaring	 high	 of	 each	 driver-	 	 i	was	 desperate	 to	 reach	my	 audition-	 no		
other	way	possible-	reached	my	destination	half	an	hour	late-		better	late	than	never-	
learnt	my	lesson-	leave	two	hours	prior	from	my	house.

b)	 Life	full	of	experiences-	some	make	you	laugh,	some	make	you	bitter-	some	make	you	
sad-	most	embarrassing	incident-	chemistry	class-	I	was	sat	next	to	a	good	looking	girl-	
everybody	was	supposed	to	submit	their	project	on	an	making	of	atomic	bomb	-	teacher	
made	me	read	mine-	slip	of	tongue-	read	aloud	‘Item	Bomb’-	the	girl	sat	next	to	me	gave	
me	glares-	entire	class	in	fits	of	laughter-	teacher	scolded-	embarrassed	and	apologized-	
for	it	was	a	genuine	mistake.

c)	 Large	sums	of	money	invested	in	space	programmes-	not	necessary-	we	need	to	deal	
with	present	then	future-	we	need	to	solve	and	eradicate	the	problems	of	present	before	
exploring	future	opportunities-	money	should	be	spent	on	education,	health,	sanitation	
and	giving	proper	infrastructure	to	the	earthlings	rather	than	studying	the	Martians.

d)	 Best	friend	shifting	to	Hong	Kong	forever-	promised	to	see	her	off-	big	plans	for	the	day-	
suddenly	grandmother	critical-	parents	not	in	town-	had	to	be	by	grandmother-	write	a	
letter	to	my	friend	apologizing	for	the	same-	i	wish	you	all	the	success	.	i	am	sorry	i	shall	
not	come-please	forgive	me	for	everything.

e)	 	A	Japanese	tourist	in	the	city-	decided	to	take	an	cycle-	rickshaw	to	visit	the	local	market	
in	the	city-	asked	the	rickshaw	puller	in	broken	Hindi	to	take	him	to	a	nearby	market-	
the	rickshaw	puller	agreed-	on	the	way,	the	tourist	murmured	something	in	English-	to	
the	utter	surprise	of	the	tourist,	the	rickshaw	puller	replied	in	English-	the	tourist	felt	
happy-	the	rickshaw	puller	narrated	his	tale-	he	was	once	a	Software	Engineer,	who	had	
fallen	into	bad	days-	the	tourist-	owner	of	a	big	software	company	in	Japan-	offered	the	
rickshaw	puller	a	job	in	his	company-	the	rickshaw	puller’s	life	changed	for	better.

Answer 2.

a)	 The	 Editor,	 to	 draw	 attention	 to	 the	 increasing	 pollution-	 health	 hazards-	 asthma-	
bronchitis-	burning	sensation	in	eye,	noise	pollution	due	to	honking-	time	to	get	 into	
action	before	its	too	late-	hope	you	will	look	into	the	matter.

b)	 Dear	Anu-	recently	took	part	in	a	rally-	Swach	Bharat	Abhiyan-	activities	like	street	plays,	
dramas,	acts-	awareness	programmes-	were	provided	with	gloves	and	brooms-	tiring	
but	memorable.

Answer 3.
	 Please	refer	to	Question	3	(a)	and	(b)	given	in	Test	Paper	1	in	the	book	for	hints	and	tips.

Answer 4.

a)	 i.	 Solitude	=	situation	of	being	alone	 ii.	 Agitated	=	feeling	troubled	or	nervous	
b)	 i.	 The	narrator	narrates	his	experience	in	the	first	paragraph	by	saying	that	he	was	

surrounded	by	a	 sensation	of	 infinite	and	overwhelming	 solitude.	He	 sat	down	
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but	due	to	nervousness	he	got	up	and	began	to	walk	again.	Suddenly	a	cold	shiver	
ran	down	his	back,	and	he	thought	the	damp	air	might	have	penetrated	into	his	
room.	So	he	lit	the	fire	for	the	first	time	that	year.	But	soon	he	felt	that	he	could	
not	possibly	remain	quiet	so	he	got	up	again	and	decided	to	go	out	to	seek	a	friend	
to	bear	him	company.	He	could	not	find	anyone	and	returned	home.

	 ii.	 The	narrator	says	that	when	he	goes	out	he	always	double	 lock	the	door	of	his	
room.	Now	he	found	it	merely	closed,	which	surprised	him.	He	went	in	and	found	
that	 the	fire	was	 still	burning,	 so	 that	 it	 lighted	up	 the	 room	a	 little.	 In	 the	act	
of	 taking	up	 a	 candle,	 he	noticed	 somebody	 sitting	 in	 his	 armchair	 by	 the	fire,	
warming	his	feet,	with	his	neck	towards	the	narrator.	He	though	very	naturally	that	
some	friend	or	the	other	had	come	to	see	him.

	 iii.	 The	narrator	could	see	nothing	of	his	friend	but	his	head.	He	had	evidently	gone	to	
sleep	while	waiting	for	the	narrator,	so	he	went	up	to	rouse	him.	He	saw	him	quiet	
clearly,	his	right	arm	was	hanging	down	and	his	legs	were	crossed,	while	his	head,	
which	was	somewhat	inclined	to	the	left	of	the	armchair,	seemed	to	indicate	that	
he	was	asleep.

	 iv.	 “I	quickly	struck	a	match,	but	I	had	been	mistaken,	for	there	was	nothing	there.	
Since	that	time	I	have	been	afraid	of	being	alone	at	night.”	 	 	 						
The	above	lines	provide	evidence	that	indicates	that	the	narrator	was	frightened	
by	his	experience.

c)	 The	narrator	feeling	lonely	decided	to	seek	company.	However,	upon	his	arrival	he	found	
his	door	 lock	open	and	noticed	 someone	 sitting	 in	his	 armchair.	Assuming	 it	 to	be	a	
friend,	he	put	his	hand	on	his	shoulder	only	realising	that	there	was	nobody	since	then	
he’s	afraid	of	dark.

Answer 5.

a) i.	 Struck	 ii.	 Will	be	 iii.	 Having	 	 iv.	 Did																									
	 v.		 Was	 vi.	 Tried	 vii.	 Could	 	 viii.		 Could
b)	 i.		 Down	 ii.	 In	 iii.	 Over	 	 iv.	 Through	
	 v.		 Into	 vi.	 By/	on	 vii.	 Upon	 	 viii.	 Out.
c)	 i.	 ‘‘Do	not	go	out	children’’,	said	the	mother.
	 ii.	 Unless	your	mother	permits,	you	cannot	come	with	us	for	the	picnic.
	 iii.	 It	was	last	week	that	my	friend	returned	from	London.
	 iv.	 Our	plan	cannot	be	implemented	with	immediate	effect.
	 v.	 Dimple	lives	only	on	fruits	and	vegetables.
	 vi.	 In	all	probability,	it	will	not	rain	today.
	 vii.	 As	soon	as	the	man	crossed	the	road,	he	fell	down.
	 viii.	 The	man	was	so	ill	that	he	could	not	take	the	escalator.
d)	 (A)	 i.	 In	the	first	sentence	the	house	is	old	as	well	as	dilapidated.
	 	 ii.	 In	the	second	sentence	the	house	is	old	because	of	which	it	is	dilapidated.
	 (B)	 i.	 In	 the	 sentence,	 the	cannon	 refers	 to	a	military	weapon	and	 it	 cannot	be	 

changed.
					 	 ii.	 In	the	second	sentence,	the	cannon	means	a	rule	cannot	be	changed.
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Answers of Practice Paper 9
Answer 1.

a) Ancient Monuments- are cultural heritage- Rich legacy- showcases Indian belief and 
tradition- however, commercialization taking better of these heritage monuments- 
places converted into hotels and destination wedding venues- it is better to put them 
into use and maintain its elegance rather than to let it deteriorate and crumple- example 
“Ram Baug Palace” in Jaipur , Rajasthan converted into a hotel.

b) Adversity is the best teacher- a stone is converted into a diamond only when it is rubbed 
and polished- similarly its only adversities which make a man successful- people get 
weakened, lose courage and self confidence when faced with adversity- but it actually 
makes them stronger and courageous from within- it teaches you a valuable lesson of 
taking the bull by its horn- adversity teaches us wisdom, courage, patience- Mary Kom 
faced all the odds to become the gold medallist in boxing.

c) Money is the root cause of all evil- greed for money has destroyed many lives- a man’s 
desire is insatiable which in turn makes him commit crime and cheat leading to death 
and destruction.

d) A man is known by the company he keeps- influence of parents, peers and teachers is 
unavoidable- however, the influence of a special person is what moulds your personality- 
influenced by father- hardworking, industrious, dynamic personality- a hard task master- 
however  gentle at the core -disciplinarian-yet  child at heart- caters to the need of the 
family- works diligently in office- helps me in studies- pillar of the house- one man army.

e) Present day leaders, no more servants of the people – for them leadership means: men 
money and power – they often misuse power for achieving their personal motives – 
they behave like Kings and nobles of ancient times and treat the masses as their slaves 
– but such leaders must be thrown out during the next elections.

Answer 2.
a) Sir, drawing your attention to the urgent need for a government hospital in district- 

private hospitals are expensive-too far away- conveyance a problem-treatment delayed- 
not affordable to all- kindly look into the matter.

b) Dear Ritika- sports days- many events and games- 200 metre sprint- came first- euphoric 
and elated- proud moment- missed you.

Answer 3.
 Please refer to Question 3 (a) and (b) given in Test Paper 1 in the book for hints and tips.
Answer 4.
a) i.   transfixed- horrified      
 ii. Helter-skelter- in disorderly haste or confusion.
     iii.  Admonished- punished
b) i.  The tiger reassured the coffee drinkers and tiffin eaters to not fear him as he was 

not there to trouble them. They could eat their tiffins in peace not minding him. He 
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reassured them that he was not there to kill as he was too full because of the green 
pasture he had found on the way. He wouldn’t need any food for several days.

 ii. The difference between a tiger and human beings is that tigers don’t slaughter one 
another without any purpose or hunger.

 iii.   The children were delighted because the schools were being hurriedly closed 
because of the tiger. They were screaming joyously ‘No school, No school, Tiger! 
Tiger! Almost enjoying being scared.

 iv. The headmaster remarked some days later that he had never dreamt in his wildest 
moods that he’d have to yield his place to a tiger.

 v. At this moment my master pushed his way through the crowds and admonished, 
never use the words ‘beast’ or ‘brute’. They’re ugly words coined by humans in their 
arrogance. The human being thinks all other creatures are ‘beasts’ awful world!

  The above words tell us that the master has respect for his tiger.
c) The Tiger followed the children that were running gleefully and ascended the stairs. 

Seeing an open door at the end of veranda, he walked in, flung on the flow, head under 
the desk which gave the feeling of Mempi caves. With no mood to be bothered but still 
aware the tiger drowsed.

Answer 5.

a) i.   used ii. was iii. stopping iv. to demolish 
 v.   known vi.  has visited vii.  was viii.  having lost   
b) i.   by ii.  to iii.  through iv.  for  
 v.   in vi.  except/but vii.  for kindness viii.  of/to 
c) i. When I received no answer, I knocked for a second time.
 ii.   He sent his son to Europe to educate .
 iii.  Although he failed many times, he stills hopes to succeed.
 iv. This town that was once a prosperous sea-port, is now a heap of ruins.
d)      i.  Her dress is so striking that it will attract attention.
 ii. Why were you cheated of your earnings by him?
          iii.  No sooner did he walk in than he made objection.
 iv.  If only I had met you ten years ago!
          v.  He did not intend to leave the country.
          vi.  We were not sent into the world to make money?
          vii.  Everything will be the same.
          viii.   No other mountain peak is as high as Mount Everest.
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Answers of Practice Paper 10
Answer 1.

a)	 Summer	vacation	in	California-	uncle’s	place-	returning	with	a	bag	full	of	goodies	including	
gifts,	 laptop,	cosmetics,	chocolates,	clothes-	suddenly	 the	bag	missing	at	 the	airport-	
alarmed	the	authority-	frantic	search-	ran	into	a	cold	sweat-	four	hours	of	tedious	wait	
and	anxiety-	finally	got	it-	it	got	exchanged	with	a	co-passenger.

b)	 Sunday	 afternoon-	 parents	 forced	 me	 to	 go	 for	 a	 motivational	 seminar-	 reluctant,	
unwillingly	went-	 it	was	Arunima	 Sinha-	 the	 hockey	 play	who	had	 lost	 her	 leg	while	
trying	to	defend	herself	from	robbers	in	train-	could	no	longer	play	hockey-	decided	the	
climb	mountain-	people	laughed-	however,	her	will,	determination	and	courage	made	
her	conquer	Mt.	Everest	with	an	amputated	feet-	truly	inspiring	–	the	sight	of	Arunima	
Sinha	confidently	addressing	the	multitude		filled	me	with	zeal	and	zest	and	inspired	me	
to	never	give	up	in	life.

c)	 Chemistry	 practical-	 over-confident-	 had	 half	 knowledge	 of	 properties-	 without	
considering	 the	 ratios	 given-	 mixed	 two	 volatile	 liquids-	 resulting	 in	 an	 explosion-	
burnt	arms-	broke	lab	apparatus-	got	scolded	by	the	teacher-	“A	Little	Knowledge	is	a	
Dangerous	Thing.”

d)	 Extra-curricular	 activities	 include	 drama,	 sports,	 arts,	 music-	 it	 is	 an	 outlet	 to	 one’s	
talent-	a	way	to	further	explore	one’s	own	area	of	interest-	can	identify	ones’	strength	
and	capability	at	a	tender	age-	bloom	by	fanning	the	inner	sparks	and	excel	later.

e)	 	Last	Sunday,	I	visited	the	Zoological	Park	in	Delhi	with	my	brother	and	his	children	–	as	we	
entered	the	gate,	saw	monkeys	–	their	chattering	was	similar	to	the	voice	of	men	–	just	
a	few	steps	ahead	saw	the	bird’s	section	–	birds	of	numerous	types	–	saw	ostriches,	they	
were	white	with	beautiful	red,	long	necks	–	as	we	moved	ahead,	saw	large	enclosures	
with	strong	iron	gates	–	they	were	inhabited	by	a	pair	of	lions	–	the	very	sight	of	them	
was	frightening	–	close	to	these	chambers,	there	were	Panthers	and	tigers	–	in	a	large	
trench	full	of	water,	a	huge	rhinoceros	could	be	seen	–	saw	crocodiles	and	gharials	–	an	
enjoyable	experience.

Answer 2.
a)	 Dear	Sir,	this	is	to	draw	your	attention	to	the	need	for	public	parks	to	cater	to	the	needs	

of	the	senior	citizens-	 lighter	exercises	 like	talking	walks	can	prevent	the	stiffening	of	
their	bodies-	laughter	clubs	help	them	release	their	tension-	yoga	and	pranayam	helpful-	
mingling	with	their	friends	makes	them	happy	rather	than	to	be	confined	into	houses	.

b)	 Dear	 Isha,	 it’s	been	 long	since	we	have	met-	our	school	had	 taken	us	 to	visit	 the	Taj	
Mahal-	beautiful	monument-	intricate	designs	on	the	wall-	Persian	paintings-	however,	
due	to	pollution	yellowing	of	the	stone-	need	to	restore	the	rich	heritage-	India	is	rich	in	
culture	and	home	to	many	monuments-	but	we	need	to	prevent	it	from	decay.		

Answer 3.
	 Please	refer	to	Question	3	(a)	and	(b)	given	in	Test	Paper	1	in	the	book	for	hints	and	tips.
Answer 4.
a)	 i.	 Homely	=	comfortable	as	if	at	one’s	own	home	 ii.	 Proposed	=	put	forward
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b)	 i.	 James	 considered	 himself	 fortunate	 because	 he	 learned	 from	 his	 hostess	 that	
there	was	no	other	house	within	 three	miles,	but	 she	could	accommodate	him	
with	a	bed	and	his	horse	with	lodging	and	oats.

	 ii.	 James	gathered	 information	about	the	 lady’s	husband	that	he	was	a	farmer.	He	
had	gone	to	next	town	to	sell	his	merchandise	and	 in	all	probability,	would	not	
return	till	the	next	morning.

	 iii.	 James	 asked	 the	 old	 woman	 with	 a	 thousand	 clever	 interrogations	 which	 she	
answered	with	such	an	appearance	of	truth	and	simplicity	that	he	concluded	that	
he	would	be	quite	secure	there.

	 iv.	 The	old	lady	desired	to	direct	him	into	the	room	when	she	proposed	he	should	take	
his	rest.	He	seemed	extremely	satisfied	with	his	lodging,	which	in	reality	exceeded	
his	expectations;	and	his	kindly	landlady,	cautioning	him	against	letting	the	candle	
approach	the	straw.

	 v.	 James	began	to	be	seized	with	strange	fancies	when	he	observed	there	was	no	
bolt	on	the	inside	of	the	door	by	which	he	might	secure	himself	from	any	kind	of	
disturbances.	Consequently,	he	began	to	conduct	a	survey	of	every	object	in	the	
apartment.	In	the	course	of	his	inquiry,	he	was	shocked	to	find	a	dead	body	of	a	
man,	still	raw,	in	the	straw.	He	ran	to	the	window	with	a	view	to	escape,	but	found	
his	flight	obstructed	by	strong	bars.	He	undressed	the	corpses	that	 lay	bleeding	
amidst	the	straw.

c)	 Seeing	the	dead	body	shocked	James.	He	wanted	to	take	safety	measure	to	not	have	the	
same	fate.	Undressing	the	corpse	he	deposited	the	body	on	the	bed	in	sleeping	position,	
extinguished	the	light.	Taking	place	of	the	body	he	waited	for	his	enemy,	with	a	loaded	
pistol	in	his	hand.

Answer 5.
a)	 i.	 to	travel	 	 ii.	 took	 iii.	 was	bit	 iv.	 hung																										
	 v.	 were	quarantined	 vi.		 were	shattered	 vii.			 had	planned	 viii.			 sunk
b)	 i.		 into	 	 ii.		 on	 iii.		 from	 iv.		 into	 	
	 v.		 for	 	 vi.		 down	 vii.		 upon	 viii.		 above	
c)					 i.	 Seema	is	my	neighbour	as	well	as	my	best	friend.
	 ii.	 He	neither	came	to	school	nor	did	he	inform	anyone.
	 iii.	 	He	could	not	go	to	Jaipur	as	he	missed	the	flight.
	 iv.	 Although	he	made	every	effort,	he	did	not	succeed	in	the	competition.
d)	 i.	 Hardly	do	people	read	classics	these	days.
	 ii.	 Unless	you	go	for	an	interview,	you	will	not	be	selected	for	the	post.
	 iii.	 The	task	is	too	difficult	to	be	done.
	 iv.	 Put	your	papers	in	the	file,	lest	you	should	forget	them	on	the	table.
	 v.	 Little	did	I	have	any	idea	that	he	was	going	abroad.
	 vi.	 No	sooner	did	the	thief	cross	the	lane	than	he	was	arrested.
	 vii.	 She	wasn’t	present	at	the	meeting,	was	she?
	 viii.	 Very	few	participants	of	the	contest	will	be	as	smart	as	Rashi.
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Answers of Practice Paper 11
Answer 1.

a) Family gathering- extended family- fun-sharing anecdotes- experiences- suddenly a 
debate sprang up- technology good or bad- I voted for it- all elders against it- explained 
to them the benefits and the need for technology- it makes life easier and sorted- 
explained to them various apps which are really helpful for travelling- ordering food- 
helps in studies- grocery shopping- traffic updates of the city and fastest routes possible 
– etc everybody listened in rapt attention- impressed by my presentation- unknowingly 
became the centre of attraction.

b) Terrace is the place I go to when I’m in the need for peace- it flaunts a majestic view- 
cool breeze- azure sky- lucky to have a sea-facing house- terrace offers the view of the 
golden sand- the blue water and sunlight- even at night terrace view is splendid- star 
studded sky- whiff of water in air-cool breeze- one forgets all worries and feels tranquil 
and can have peace of mind.

c) Today’s advertising misleading the consumers- looks are deceptive- what you see on 
screen is not what you get- advertisements are false promotions- exaggerated version 
of products- mislead, lure and cheat consumers into buying products they don’t need- 
might contain harmful ingredients which are not revealed- manufacturer’s golden ticket 
to effective sales which is treacherous.

d) Trekking with friends at Sinhagad fort- was new to it- apprehensive yet eager and 
anxious- left before the crack of dawn- was still dark- cold and misty- enjoyed walking a 
few kilometre’s- tired- decided to rest- the group went further- suddenly group out of 
sight- panicked- Sinhagad was between jungles- couldn’t see a way out- earnest prayers- 
suddenly saw a small tribal girl out of nowhere- language barrier- yet instructed me with 
signs- suddenly she seemed to vanish in thin air- god sent an  angel- miracles do happen- 
reached the fort safely- where my friends were waiting. 

e) This picture shows a scene of floods – flood water overflowing the streets and roads – 
vehicles stranded and submerged – number of people trapped in their houses – army 
called in to rescue the stranded people – boats deployed by the army for the rescue 
operation.

Answer 2.
a) Dear father, it is with a sense of pride that I wish to tell you that I have topped my class 

again- school had now introduced a special computer training programme- I wish to 
enrol- my interests is in I.T. sector and computer science- please increase my pocket 
money- assure you that I will use it productively and make you more proud.

b) Sir, the rainy season is yet to begin and our roads are already full of pot holes. Rains will 
further aggravate the already dangerous scenario- accidents due to open potholes- loss 
of property and lives- hope you look into the matter and do the needful. 

Answer 3.
 Please refer to Question 3 (a) and (b) given in Test Paper 1 in the book for hints and tips.
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Answer 4.
a) i. Issue = come out from/ emerge  ii. Adhered = stick fast to a surface 
b) i. The devil fish is usually found amid the rocks in the open sea, is of greyish colour, 

about five feet long, and about the thickness of a man’s arm. It is rugged in outline, 
and in shape strongly resembles a closed umbrella, without the handle.

 ii. The irregular mass (the devil fish) slowly advances towards you. Suddenly it opens 
the eight radii issue from around a face with two eyes. These radii are alive; their 
undulation is like lambent flames.

 iii. The two rows of suckers lie underneath each of the eight antennae. These small 
tubes are capable of piercing to a depth of more than an inch. It is with the 
sucking apparatus that it attacks. The victim is oppressed with a vacuum drawing 
at numberless points.

 iv. Of the eight arms of the devil fish, three adhered to the rocks, while five encircled 
Gillian. In this way, clinging on the granite on one side and to its human prey on 
the other, it chained to him to the rock. It is impossible to tear oneself from the 
clutches of the devil fish. The attempts only results in a firmer grasp. Gillian had 
but one resource- his open knife was in his left hand.

 v. The antennae of the devil fish cannot be cut because it is leathery substance upon 
which a knife makes no impression, it slips under the blade; to sever it would be 
to severely the victim’s own flesh. The creature is formidable, but there is a way of 
resisting it. In fact, it’s only vulnerable part is it is head. 

c) Gillian knew that the only vulnerable part was the head. When the fish loosened its sixth 
antennae, darting at Gillian to fasten its head on Gillian’s breast, he avoided it and struck 
it with his knife. Plunging the blade into the flat slimy substance he wrenched off its head.

Answer 4.

a) i. sat ii. began iii. copying iv scratched 
 v.  brought vi.  had  vii.  wrote viii.  dipped
b) i.  up ii.   Over  iii.  of iv.  to 
 v. across vi. around vii.  on viii.  into 
c) i. Although he lived in the city for many years, he could not find his way about.
 ii. She complained that her brother did not know anything while her brother claimed 

he knew everything.
  iii. As the coffee isn’t strong, it won’t keep us awake.
 iv. As soon as I finished my homework, I switched on the TV.
d) i. Do they believe that God exists?
          ii. Who was the substitute for the player after he was injured?
          iii.  She said that she was never going to believe him again.
          iv.  There has been a rise recently in the price of milk.
          v.  Inspite of being ill the boy went to school.
          vi.  He is so poor that he cannot buy a scooter.
          vii.  Tagore was the greatest poet in India.
          viii.  You didn’t forget to buy a loaf of bread, did you?
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Answers of Practice Paper 12
Answer 1.
a) ‘I am a slow walker but I never walk back’ by Abraham Lincoln- emphasis on the value of 

dedication- one should be committed- dedicated towards the work he does- it may be 
slow but one should not lose heart or go back on the success that was made- personal 
experience- always on the heavier side of weight – bullied for being too fat and obese – 
went under depression – decided to lose weight-difficult and painful process- however 
did strenuous work outs-followed diet plans-eventually succeeded. 

b) Summer holiday- visit to Aunt Della in the USA- dream come true- Disney land- fun- 
frolic- excitement- rides- whale of a time- candies- burgers- cousins- best time of life- 
suddenly got lost in the maze- no phone- shouted, but to no avail- took more than an 
hour to find way out- family not to be seen- ran here and there in frantic search- sat on 
a bench for two hours- tears rolled down my cheeks- how to go back- suddenly heard 
familiar voice- uncle Jake-felt  relieved- Uncle Jake surprised- I could have made an 
announcement with the authorities to look for my family- rolling eyes at my stupidity- 
‘Why! O Why could I not thought of this before’. It would have saved me from being 
miserable.

c) SUPW is Socially Useful Productive Work is a subject in Indian schools where students 
can choose from a number of vocational education activities-  SUPW is not merely a 
subject to increase grades- it helps you to expound your areas of interest- it helps to 
give you a breather from academics- gives you another perspective- more like a stress 
buster- helps you explore your future options.

d) Life full of experiences- some make you laugh, some make you bitter- some make you 
sad- most embarrassing incident- chemistry class- I was sat next to a good looking girl- 
everybody was supposed to submit their project on  Atomic bomb- teacher made me 
read mine- slip of tongue- read aloud ‘Item Bomb’- the girl sat next to me gave me 
glares- entire class in fits of laughter- teacher scolded- thoroughly embarrassed and 
apologized- for it was a genuine mistake- still feel embarrassed the when i recall the 
incident .

e) Remote village in Gujarat – forest trees being cut illegally by the land mafia – women 
realised the scarcity of food and fodder – discussed the issue at village panchayat – local 
officials also involved – adopted the Gandhian way of non-violent protest by embracing 
the trees – physically prevented the trees from being cut – news spread, reached the 
Assembly – action taken against the guilty – the role of women of the village commended.

Answer 2.

a) Dear Sid, its been long since I have written to you- heard that you are preparing for a 
debate on the ‘Demonitization of Indian currency’- sharing some points that can help- 
Demonitization has helped curb the outflow of funding to terrorist organizations- has 
weeded out surplus hoarding of cash from corrupt politicians and businessmen- all black 
money now taken into account -present your points confidently- stand in an upright 
position- make an eye contact and connect with your audience- wish you success.
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b) Dear Sir, frequent derailing and accidents, major cause of concern- grave loss of life and 
property- however, appreciate the prompt steps and action taken by the government to 
correct the mistakes and also extend help to the civilians who were injured and affected 
by the mishap- rescue efforts praise worthy.

Answer 3.
 Please refer to Question 3 (a) and (b) given in Test Paper 1 in the book for hints and tips.

Answer 4.

a) i. chronicling = record in a factual and detailed way
 ii. sloughed off = get rid of something that you do not want
 iii. wakening = act or moment of becoming suddenly aware of something
b) i. Millburn and Nicodemus, both 32, have written two books chronicling how they 

both grew up poor in Dayton, Ohio, achieved six-figure salaries by their late 20’s 
fell into existential ruts, everything they’d accumulated for a life in a cabin in rural 
Montana.

  Their road to minimalism began in October 2009 when Millburn’s mother 
expectedly died the same month his marriage ended. At that time Milburn 
managed 150 wireless and telecom stores throughout south central Ohio. As a 28 
year-old, he couldn’t ask for much more, financially. But a month of tectonic life 
changes shifted his thinking about what mattered.

 ii. Minimalists like to say that they are living more meaningfully, more deliberately, 
that getting rid of most material possessions in their lives allows them to focus on 
what’s important; friends, hobbies, travel, experiences.

 iii. Minimalists have been criticized because at one point of time they were rich, 
realized things were not bringing them happiness and then, they purged. Some of 
them received criticism for getting rid of their things when many families are just 
getting by, that their behaviour is only for people of a certain people of a certain 
income level. For the most part, it seems that they are real-examples of what study 
after study indicates: Possessions don’t bring us happiness.

c) It started in October 2009 after his mother’s death and his marriage ended. Starting  
 small he got rid of one item a day for a month. He got rid of DVD’s. Tv, shoes, kitchenware,  
 tools, artwork, etc. Eventually moving to a smaller house and convincing his friend to do  
 same. 

Answer 4.

a) i. Came ii. Wonderful iii. Expensive iv. Wore
 v.  Was taking vi.  Old  vii.  Is viii. Was snoring.
b) i.  On ii.  In  iii.  Since iv.  Through, of 
 v.  On vi. To  vii.  To                         
c) i. Dr. Naresh, who is a surgeon, is popular with the people. 
 ii. It is the truth that I read books for pleasure.



Practice Paper - 12 (Solved) 15 

 iii. As the rains lashed with all its fury, it caused traffic snarl.
 iv. When Farukh read the article, he knew that he had found something that  

mattered to him.
d) i. Great men like Mahatma Gandhi are never forgotten, are they?
 ii. The race was run by Usain Bolt under 10 seconds.
 iii. No other member in the group is as wise as Richard.
 iv. As soon as it is said, it is done.
 v. Riyaan was aware of the position he was in.
 vi. The memory of the incident is too vivid for Nikhil to forget.
 vii. Should the meeting get postponed; the secretary will send you intimation.
 viii. Go to the airport soon lest you should miss the plane.
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Answers of Practice Paper 13

Answer 1.

a)	 Life	is	a	challenge	in	itself-	however,	it’s	not	the	challenge	but	our	will	and	determination	
to	overcome	it	that	makes	the	difference	in	life-	I	was	good	at	academics	and	sports-	
tenth	boards	approaching-	 at	 the	 same	time	State	 level	Athletics	on	head	–	decided	
to	burn	 the	 candle	 at	 both	 the	ends-	 parents,	 teachers,	 peers	 sceptical-	 took	 it	 as	 a	
challenge-	burned	the	midnight’s	oil	for	studying-	practiced	hard	during	day-	eventually	
emerged victorious in both the events of life.

b)	 You	never	know	what	destiny	has	 in	store	for	you-	dream	vacation	about	to	be	true-	
Disney	world	calling-	time	to	spend	quality	family	time-	excitement	reaching	its	peak-	
packing	 done-	 suddenly	 heard	my	 screaming-	 younger	 brother	 had	 fainted	 with	 his	
temperature	running	high-	called	for	the	doctor-	had	to	be	admitted-	diagnosed	with	
Dengue-	program	cancelled-	devastated-	after	two	days	news	flashing	on	the	TV-	the	
flight	to	USA	was	hijacked-	people	reported	missing-	Dengue	was	a	blessing	in	disguise.

c)	 Its	 a	Myth,	 that	money	 can	 solve	 all	 problems-	 it	 doesn’t	 cater	 to	 emotional	 needs,	
cultural	needs-	it	is	the	love	of	money	that	is	the	root	of	all	evil-	poverty	is	responsible	
for	crime	or	 thefts-	 it	 is	obsessive	 love	 for	money	 that	breeds	greed	 leading	 to	 theft	
and	crime-	money	cannot	buy	true	love	or	happiness	–material	happiness	 is	fleeting,	
illusionary and short lived 

d)	 Nature	gives	you	life	but	has	the	power	to	take	away	lives	as	well-	man	has	continuously	
exploited	nature	 and	has	 to	be	prepared	 to	 face	 the	 consequences	of	 its	wrath	 and	
fury-	had	been	to	Chennai	 for	cousin’s	wedding-	suddenly	 the	entire	city	was	caught	
in	 an	 unexpected	 cloud	 burst-	 people	 caught	 unaware-	 water	 logging	 everywhere-	
people	 in	 low	 lying	areas	had	 to	be	evacuated-	 loss	of	property-	electricity	affected-	
communication	affected-	 food	 supply	 affected-	 government	needs	 to	be	 vigilant	 and	
should	be	prepared	to	handle	such	unexpected	and	unpleasant	incidents		

e)	 	 Live	 in	a	 remote	village	bordering	Nepal	–	a	peaceful	area	–	 low	population	density	
–	most	 of	 the	 people	 know	 each	 other	 –	 the	 Serene	 and	 calm	 atmosphere	 broken	
when	Army	personnel	marched	into	the	village	–	people	taken	by	surprise	–	the	army	
surrounded	a	house	from	all	sides	to	flush	out	a	gang	of	terrorists	living	there	–	soon	
gunshots	were	heard	from	both	the	sides	-	it	was	only	an	hour	after	that	the	operation	
by	the	Army	ended	–	two	terrorists	were	shot	dead	and	one	was	caught	alive	–	later	
revealed	that	the	terrorists	had	forcibly	entered	the	house	of	the	Sarpanch	of	the	village	
and	we’re	holding	his	family	at	gunpoint	–	a	neighbour	became	suspicious	and	reported	
the	incident	to	the	Police	–	this	led	to	the	Army	operation.

Answer 2.

a)	 Dear	Isha,	it	is	disheartening	to	know	that	you	would	not	be	able	to	participate	in	the	
much	 awaited	 Inter-School	 Sporting	 Event	 due	 to	 your	 ankle	 injury-	 however,	 every	
cloud	has	a	silver	lining-	you	can	now	buy	time	to	prepare	yourself	better	for	the	Annual	
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State	level	Sports	Meet-	I	am	sure	your	dedication,	devotion,	determination	and	athletic	
spirit		will	win	the	gold-	wishing	you	a	speedy	recovery.

b)	 Dear	Sir,	LilavatiBai	Podar	High	School	has	organized	the	‘Annual	day	function’-	on	26th	
December,	2017-	 like	every	year	this	year	too	 its	a	musical	drama	with	the	theme	of	
colonial	past-	we	would	request	you	to	be	the	chief	guest	and	grace	our	occasion-	venue	
in	St.	Andrews	auditorium	from	4.00	pm	to	6.00	pm-	looking	forward	for	a	positive	reply.

Answer 3.

	 Please	refer	to	Question	3	(a)	and	(b)	given	in	Test	Paper	1	in	the	book	for	hints	and	tips.

Answer 4.

a)	 i.	 Drapped	=	arrange	loosely	or	casually	around	something
	 ii.	 Resemble	=	have	a	similar	appearance	to
b)	 i.	 Rain	was	extremely	important	in	Lencho’s	life	as	he	had	a	field	of	corn.	Without	

that	he	would	go	hungry	that	year.	He	went	out	for	no	other	reason	than	to	have	
the	pleasure	of	feeling	the	rain	on	his	body	and	when	he	returned,	he	exclaimed	
that	those	are	not	rain	drops	falling	from	the	sky,	they	were	the	new	coins.	The	big	
drops	are	ten	cents	and	the	little	ones	are	fives.

 ii. Suddenly a strong wind began to blow and along with the rain, large hailstone 
began	to	fall.	Those	truly	did	resemble	new	silver	coins.	The	boys	ran	out	to	collect	
the	 frozen	pearls.	 This	 hailstone	brought	 about	 bad	 luck	 in	 Lencho’s	 life	 in	 the	
beginning	of	the	passage	as	it	did	not	pass	quickly.	For	an	hour,	the	rain	rained	on	
the	whole	valley.	The	field	was	white	as	if	covered	with	salt.	The	corn	was	totally	
destroyed.	Lencho’s	soul	was	filled	with	sadness.

	 iii.	 After	the	hailstone	rained	on	whole	valley,	the	corn	was	totally	destroyed.	Lencho’s	
heart	was	filled	with	sadness.	But	in	his	heart	there	was	a	solitary	hope;	help	from	
God.	He	wrote	a	letter	to	God	that	if	he	doesn’t	help	him,	his	family	will	go	hungry	
that	year.	He	needed	a	hundred	pesos	in	order	to	sow	the	field	again	and	to	live	
until	the	crops	are	harvested.	

	 iv.	 The	 postmaster	was	 amazed	 about	 the	 faith	 of	 the	man	who	wrote	 the	 letter.	
So,	in	order	not	to	shake	Lencho’s	faith	in	God,	he	decided	to	answer	the	letter.	
But	 to	answer	 it,	 he	needed	 something	more	 than	goodwill,	 ink	and	paper.	He	
collected	money	‘for	an	act	of	charity’	from	his	employees	and	friends	and	was	
able	to	collect	a	little	more	than	half	of	what	Lencho	desired.	He	put	money	in	an	
envelope	addressed	to	Lencho	and	with	it	a	letter	containing	only	a	single	word	as	
a signature: God.

	 v.	 	Lencho	came	to	enquire	whether	there	was	any	letter	for	him	and	the	postmaster	
handed	over	 the	envelope.	Lencho	showed	not	 the	slightest	 surprise	on	seeing	
the	money;	such	was	his	confidence-	but	he	became	angry	when	he	counted	the	
money. God could not have made a mistake, nor could he have denied Lencho 
what	 he	 had	 requested.	 Immediately	 Lencho	 sat	 down	 to	write	 a	 reply.	 It	was	
written	that	God:	of	the	money	he	asked	for,	only	70pesos	reached	him.	Send	the	
rest soon, as he needs it very much.
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c)		 When	Lencho’s	corn	was	destroyed	he	wrote	a	letter	to	God.	When	the	postmaster	read	
the	letter	he	decided	to	help	Lencho,	to	not	shake	his	faith	 in	God.	Collecting	money	
from	employees	and	friends	he	was	able	to	gather	three-forth	of	what	Lencho	wanted.	
He	lend	gave	Lencho	the	envelope.

Answer 5.

a)	 i.		 required	 ii.		 be	committed	 iii.		 have	 iv.		 experimental
	 v.		 is	required	 vi.		 have	passed	 vii.		 is	done						 viii.		 look
b) i.  to ii. in  iii.  away iv.  out  
	 v.		 on	 vi.		 Down	 vii.		 on	 viii.		 up	
c)	 i.	 The	injury	was	so	serious,	that	she	went	on	leave	for	a	week.
	 ii.	 	He	purchased	a	new	bike	that	runs	on	battery.
 iii. As	he	was	not	permitted	to	leave	the	country	his	passport	was	deposited	in	the	court.
	 iv.	 	She	slipped	out	class	while	the	professor	was	delivering	a	lecture.
d)	 i.	 In	spite	of	being	weak,	she	joined	the	race.
	 ii.	 	Have	the	books	not	been	kept	properly	by	him?
	 iii.	 	The	teacher	asked	Anisha	whether	she	could	do	that	sum.
	 iv.	 	Neither	of	them	joined	the	club.
	 v.	 	Should	you	need	more	details,	please	contact	the	Chief	Information	Officer
	 vi.	 	Unless	Sonia	is	completely	fit,	she	cannot	play	in	the	tournament.
	 vii.	 	Lord	Clive	was	more	successful	than	any	other	general	in	Britain.
	 viii.	 	Hardly	had	the	bus	stopped	when	the	child	disappeared.
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Answers of Practice Paper 14
Answer 1.

a) Man has conquered all realms i.e. earth/land, water, sky- man has not only explored 
moon but also various other planets and galaxies in the universe- as a child I was always 
obsessed with stars and planets and my parents well aware of it - father gifted me a plot 
on the moon- ecstatic- delirious with joy -delivery after three years- ultimate goal- to 
have a tech-savvy house and prosper on the moon.

b) Value education is very important in grooming a child- today’s children don’t believe in 
ethics or moral values- hence it becomes very necessary to teach them virtues and to 
stay away from vice- children are the pillars of future India and have to be groomed well 
for the development of the nation- it is the basic building block of our character and 
hence its importance over other subjects that are taught in school.

c) We were just about to board the ship when the captain announced to evacuate the 
ship- due to a sudden cyclone warning coming in our way- we had to extend our stay on 
the island for two more days- got a chance to meet the tribal’s- live their lifestyle- felt 
one with nature- miraculously the cyclone had changed its direction could now safely 
continue towards our next destination with bag full of memories .

d) Dreams are sometimes silent manifestation which awaken your desire to chase your 
goals with more vigour- had dream- National topper in 10th ICSE board- decided to work 
towards it- worked with zeal, zest and enthusiasm- put my body and soul into it- left no 
stone unturned- Happy when declared the national topper- shut my eyes to thank God- 
re visualized the dream- proud to have made my dream come true.

e) Children playing football on the footpath – suddenly one of the boys kicked the ball and 
it went into the middle of the road – a boy ran after the ball – a truck coming with speed 
from the opposite side – the driver saw the boy from a distance and put the brakes to 
stop the truck – the driver’s act saved the boy, otherwise would have resulted in a fatal 
accident – children must be taught to play away from the footpaths and driveways.

Answer 2.
a) Dear Sir, this is to inform you that I have chosen the second candidate and not the first or 

third because they lacked the experience whereas the other candidate had two years of 
it- he was polite, soft spoken yet determined- his convincing power was better- his will 
to succeed in life will in turn help the firm to prosper.

b) Dear Isha, i was happy to hear that you have once again topped the class. I recently saw 
a play named ‘Gosht Thasi Gamtichi’- it was about a strained father-son relationship and 
how the mother deals with it. I love the mother’s role- how she tries to hold the family 
together without taking sides or hurting both the father or the son.

Answer 3.
 Please refer to Question 3 (a) and (b) given in Test Paper 1 in the book for hints and tips.
Answer 4.
a) i. Hurdles – obstacles
 ii. Deprivation- the lack of something considered to be a necessity
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b)  i. Malala Yousafzai received a lot of love from the world after her shooting. This is 
shown by the thousands of good wish cards and gifts she received from people. 
She also received love from children through their innocent words and from elders 
through their prayers. 

 ii. Malala Yousafzai would like to thank everyone who sent her cards and gifts. She 
would also like to thank the children for their encouraging words and the elders 
for their prayers. Lastly, she would like to thank the hospital staff, including doctors 
and the nurses from Pakistan and the UK and UAE government for helping her 
recover fully.

 iii. She wants everyone to remember that ‘Malala Day’ is not just her day. Instead, 
it is the day of any human being who stood up for their rights. She wants people 
to remember that there are many activist and people who have been harmed by 
terrorists, however, she is only one of them.

  iv. Malala is focusing on promoting education for all, for spread of peace. Moreover, 
she is promoting education for girls and women so that they may have equality. 
She believes education will strengthen the world and change it for the better. 

 v. In Afghanistan, terrorism, conflicts and wars prevent children from going to 
school and getting their education. Extremism has been negatively impacting the 
people of Afghanistan for a long time. In addition, young girls are forced into child 
marriages and to do domestic labour.

c)  Changing their strategic policies to favour peace and prosperity, protecting the rights 
of women and children in peace deals. Ensuring free mandatory education for children 
fighting against terrorism and extremism to protect children from its brutality, nations 
should encourage expansion of education for girls in developing countries. 

Answer 5.

a) i.  Was boiling  ii.  Whistling iii.  Stirred  iv.  Satisfied
 v.  Had roused  vi.  Heard vii.  Standing (capital S required) viii. Looked
b) i.  Through  ii.  Out iii.  Upon  iv.  At 
 v. In   vi.  From vii.  Aside  viii.  Through
c) i. As I lost my favourite pen I did not write the exam.
 ii. Neither the mother nor the daughter could drive the car.
 iii. This is the axe which/that Baldeo’s father made over the charcoal fire.
 iv. Although/Though the news was unexciting, it was not sombre.
d) i. Hardly had I began watching the horror movie when the lights went off.
 ii. Everyone of the buildings was pulled down by them.
 iii. The coffee was so hot that we could not drink it immediately.
 iv. What was the effect of the news on him?
 v. Mother said that her children were out on a camping trip at that moment, but they 

would certainly return the next Following day. (but they were certain to return 
thenext/ following day)

 vi. If you do not pay attention in class, you will be unable to answer the given Answers.
 vii. Sapna did not know why she failed her test. Did she?
 viii. It was a heavy price that she paid for her recklessness.
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Answers of Practice Paper 15

Answer 1.

a) The only thing that people love giving for free is advice- I dislike taking up advice all 
the time- however, the advice of my father to take up science instead of Economics has 
changed my life- happy to have adhered though reluctant and hesitant initially- as it has 
opened many doors for me to explore the opportunities that life has to throw- thankful 
to my father.

b) Begging is just a font used by people who are lazy and shiftless- begging is the easiest 
way to solicit/extort money- some of them are drug addicts who spend all the money 
on drugs and alcohol- by giving money you are encouraging those who are homeless to 
stay on the streets- we don’t know how the beggars use this money- after all the most 
helpful way to assist beggars is according to a Chinese proverb that it is better to teach 
them fishing than giving them fish.

c) I have always believed in pushing my limits- when life gave m an opportunity to participate 
in the ‘Standard Chartered Marathon Dream Run’ I grasped it- the training started 20 
weeks before the marathon- ran five times per week- weekly mileage gradually started 
increasing as I got closer to the big day- endurance tested- high- carb, low fibre diet- 
hydration very important- feeling accomplished and proud after the marathon- added 
another feather to my cap.

d) If only I knew then what I know now that my best friend had never cheated on me, 
i would not have lost a true friend- she was genuinely concerned for me- regret the 
fact of being impulsive and hasty with my decision of breaking our years of friendship- 
should have turned a deaf ear to all the rumours and trusted my friend- instead got 
carried away- on learning the truth felt remorseful.

e) A jewellery showroom organised a ‘Jewellery Bonanza’ and offered jewellery at 
discounted rates – heavy rush to buy jewellery – two men entered the showroom and 
told the sales girl that they want to buy jewellery items to gift them to their two hundred 
employees – the sales girl get apprehensive about their intentions – she kept her call 
and kept on showing them different jewellery items – meanwhile, she rang up to the 
Manager and told him that she wanted 200 jewellery pieces for her special guests – they 
selected the jewellery and offered to pay by credit card – after making the payment they 
went out and as they were trying to sit in their car, they were caught by the police – they 
were holding a man at gunpoint in the car and had used his credit card – the presence 
of mind of the sales girl who used a code language to inform the manager, helped in 
catching the notorious jewellery thieves.

Answer 2.

a) Dear Sir- took a flight last Tuesday dated 5th December, 2017 on G8 344 from Delhi to 
Mumbai- seat number 27b- unfortunately forgot my cabin bag- blue in colour- Burberry 
bag with my name tag- it has some cash, laptop and my credit cards- requesting you to 
search and revert as soon as possible.
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b) Dear Dwiti, it has been a long time since we met- new restaurant round the corner- went 
with family on weekend- dumbstruck to see Virat Kohli- asked him for a picture and an 
autograph- he offered to spend the day with him- anxiety sky rocketing- the best day of 
my life.

Answer 3.

 Please refer to Question 3 (a) and (b) given in Test Paper 1 in the book for hints and tips.

Answer 4.

a) i. Lanky = thin and tall  
 ii. Foliage = thick leaves and bushes
b)  i. Tom’s grievances were against the world and his classmate who came to help for 

him with their homework every day because he was a straight A+ student. Fat rain 
drops crowned near the pear, he reached out to pluck from a low hanging branch. 
Outside the pitter patter increased but inside the trees protected him from the 
downpour and made him forget his grievances.

 ii. Tom looked around frantically as he heard some voice. His startled gaze trying 
to find out the ‘Me’ that spoke to him from nowhere. By the periodic flashes of 
lightening, all he could see were rain-lashed trees well-endowed with leaves and 
fruits. As he crouched forward his gaze fell upon naked skeletal tree, bare and 
devoid of any foliage, like a gaunt, unclothed man standing in the middle of a well 
fed, richly dressed crowd.

 iii. The thought that the tree was getting nothing in return, it started to scare away 
the birds and bees. It thought that it could exist in splendid isolation forgetting 
that existence depends only on co-existence.

 iv. As the months passed by, the tree began to feel discontent. It was feeding those 
birds, it was their home. Bees pollinated the flowers. Animals frolicked in the tree, 
passer-by’s sit down under its shade but what was the tree getting in return. So he 
began to scare away the birds and the bees. After all, the tree thought it could exist 
in splendid isolation. As a result, animals stopped coming, bees stopped fertilizing 
its flower and fruits fell to the ground and started decaying. It also angered the 
River Goddess and she withdrew giving water to the roots of the tree. The branches 
and roots weakened and started dying.

 v. The tree angered the River Goddess herself and she withdrew Her life giving water 
from roots. The branches and roots weakened and started dying and so the tree 
asked Tom to offer flowers to the River Goddess so that she may have mercy on 
the tree and bring back her life fluids to the roots.

c)  The tree which was once green, healthy, replete and content with happiness, dancing 
monkeys, nestling birds, pollinating bees, passerby’ taking rest under its shade, had 
began feeling discontented. It angered the River Goddess that the tree had began to 
scare sway bees and birds. He later realised the importance of co-existence
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Answer 5.
a) i.   Practiced  ii.  Needs iii.  Going iv.  To score 
 v.   Faces  vi.  Focus vii.  Does viii.  Will ruin
b) i.   Of  ii.  With iii.  To iv.  For                                 
 v.   Over/above  vi.  From vii.  By viii.  Of.
c) i. When the teacher went out of the class, the students made a lot of noise.
 ii. As they are very young, they cannot participate.
 iii. Unless you hurry up, you will be delayed.
 iv. She slipped out of the room, while the priest was delivering a sermon.
d) i.  The watchman was so slow that he could not catch the thief.
 ii.  No sooner did the tickets reach the stands than they were sold out.
 iii.  Pratik asked his friend to wait there till he returned.
 iv.  Suvarna runs the fastest in our school.
 v.  Not only was she intelligent but also smart.
 vi.  The manager did not ultimately reject his proposal.
 vii.  Prosperity.
 viii.  Hardly had Sakshi Malik won the title when tears rolled down her cheeks.
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