
SOCIAL STUDIES – X (Answers) 

Ans-1. The Tonkin Free School was started in 1907. Its main aim was to provide Vietnamese western style of 
education. 

OR 

The Simon Commission came to India in 1927 to generate a report on how well the 1919 Government 
of India Act was working. The Government of India Act established the new Indian constitution and Great Britain 
appointed British officials to the Simon Commission in order to oversee the effectiveness of the constitution. 

OR 

G-77 was established on 15 June, 1964 by 77 developing countries of the ‘Joint Declaration of the 77 Countries’ 
issued at the end of the first session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in Geneva. 

 

Ans-2. The temperance movement is a social movement against the consumption of alcoholic beverages. 
Participants in the movement typically criticize alcohol intoxication or promote complete abstinence (teetotalism), 
with leaders emphasizing alcohol's negative effects on health, personality, and family life. 

OR 

A guild is an association of artisans or merchants who oversee the practice of their craft/trade in a particular area. 
The earliest types of guild formed as a confraternities of tradesmen. They were organized in a manner something 
between a professional association, a trade union, a cartel, and a secret society. 

Ans-3.  Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan of the United Nations with regard to sustainable development. It is 
a product of the Earth Summit (UN Conference on Environment and Development) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 
1992. 

Ans-4. The main difference between overlapping and cross-cutting social difference is that while the former 
creates a feeling in the people that they belong to a certain group or race, due to which they are discriminated, 
which is not in the case of the latter. 

Ans-5. Body Mass Index is a simple calculation using a person's height and weight. The formula is BMI = 
kg/m2 where kg is a person's weight in kilograms and m2 is their height in metres square. A BMI of 25.0 or more 
is overweight, while the healthy range is 18.5 to 24.9. 

Ans-6. A tariff is a tax imposed by a government on goods and services imported from other countries that serves 
to increase the price and make imports less desirable, or at least less competitive, versus domestic goods and 
services. ... The government's hope is that the added cost will make imported goods much less desirable. 

Ans-7. Consumer Protection Act (COPRA), 1986 is an Act passed by the parliament of India to protect the interests 
of consumers in our country. It makes provision for the establishment of consumer councils and other authorities 
for the settlement of consumers disputes and for matters connected there. 

 



Ans-8. (i) Introduction of circulating libraries after 1740 enabled the people to have easier and greater access to 
novels. 
(ii) Technological improvements in printing brought down the prices of books. Innovation in marketing led to an 
increasein the sale of novels. 

(iii) Books could be hired on payment of nominal fees. Those who did not have money to buy them , could 
purchase from these places and enjoy it. 

OR 

Rinderpest was the fast spreading and devastating disease of cattle plague. 

Effects of Rinderpest on the Africans 

 (i) Rinderpest moved like forest fire. 

(ii) 90% of cattle were killed. 

(iii) The loss of cattle destroyed African livelihoods. Earlier, people rarely worked for a wage. They possessed land 
and livestock. Due to Rinderpest, they were forced to work for wages and so it affected the economy. 

(iv) Colonial government forced the Africans into labour market. 

OR 

The Civil Disobedience Movement was different from the Non-Cooperation Movement in the following ways:  

Non-Cooperation Movement:  

(a) The people were asked not to cooperate with the government.  

(b) Foreign goods were boycotted.  

 (c) Students left the government owned schools and college.  

(d) Lawyers gave up legal practices.  

Civil Disobedience Movement:  

(a) People were asked to break colonial laws.  

(b) The countrymen broke the salt law.  

(c) Peasants refused to pay revenue and chaukidari tax.  

 (d) Forest people violated forest rules and laws. 

Ans-9. Great Depression began around 1929 and lasted till the mid 1930s. During this period, most parts of the 
world experienced decline in production, employment, incomes and trade. Agricultural regions and communities 
were the most affected.  

 



Causes of Great Depression:  

(i) Post-World War economy of the world was fragile. 

Agricultural overproduction was a problem. As prices slumped, farm produce rotted.  

(ii) Many countries financed loans from the U.S.  

(iii) U.S. overseas lenders panicked at the sign of financial crisis.  

(iv) Thus, banks were bankrupt and were forced to close down 

OR 

These are the following reasons- 

1. Bombay is associated with the film industry. Many Bombay films deal with the arrival of the new  migrants in the 
city and their encounter with the real problems of daily life. 

2. Bombay had become India's film capital. A large number of migrants who were employed in film industry came 
to the city and they became national character of the industry. 

3.Bombay films have contributed in big way to produce an image of the city[Bombay] as a blend of dreams and 
reality. 

At that time in south India Bombay was the city of industrialization. So everyone wanted to go there and fulfill 
their dreams. Hence, Bombay was called the ‘city of dreams’. 

 

Ans-10. Multi-purpose river valley projects refers to the building of large dams for generating hydro-electricity and 
for supplying water for irrigation, industrial and domestic purposes. 

Major objectives of multi-purpose river valley projects:  

1. Irrigation of water deficient areas  
2. Electricity generation  
3. Water supply for domestic and industrial uses 

 



Ans-11. 

 

 

Ans-12.  India can be called a federal country because 

 There are three levels of government—Central Government, State Government and Local Government. 
 Each level of government administers over the same region, but they have their own jurisdiction in matters of 

administration and legislation. 
 The Government at each level derives its power from the Constitution of the country. Thus, the Central 

Government cannot easily dilute the powers of the State or Local Governments. 
 The basic principles of the Constitution and the rights given to the people cannot be changed by only one tier of 

the Government. It requires the consent of governments at both levels. 
 The Indian Constitution contains three lists which contain subjects in which the Union and the State 

Governments may form laws. Only central government can make laws in the Union List and state government 
in the state list. Subjects related to the interests of both Central and State Governments are included in the 
concurrent list. 
 
 

Ans-13. The characteristics of a political party are 

(i) Political parties contest elections and share power. 
(ii)  They agree on some policies and programmes for the society to promote collective 

good. 
(iii) (iii) If a political party is unable to win a majority, it makes an alliance with other 

parties to form a coalition government. 
 
 
Ans-14.   
1. Yes, India is a diverse country with different cultural, regional and religious backgrounds. But still 
there is unity among people. It is a great and unique quality of India.  
2. In India, there are different cultures, religions etc. But the Constitution of India gives each individual and religion 
equality. There is no discrimination on the basis of caste and religion. They live with unity. Although, it is an 
amalgamation of different cultures, even then there is unity.  

 



Ans-15. We use averages because they are useful for comparing differing quantities of the same category. For 
example, to compute the per capita income of a country, averages have to be used because there are differences 
in the incomes of diverse people. However, there are limitations to the use of averages. Even though they are 
useful for comparison, they may also hide disparities. For example, the infant mortality rate of a country does not 
differentiate between the male and female infants born in that country. Such an average tells us nothing about 
whether the number of children dying before the age of one are mostly boys or girls. 

 

Ans-16.  Rapid improvement in technology has stimulated the globalisation process: 

☆ Transportation technology has made much faster delivery of goods across long distance possible at lower costs. 

☆ There are even more remarkable developments in information and communication technology. 

☆ Telecommunication facilities are used to contact one another around the world, to access information instantly, 
and to communicate from remote areas. 

☆ Through internet, one can obtain and share information on almost anything. It also allows to send e-mail  and 
talk across the world at negligible costs. 

 

Ans-17. The Consumer Protection Act gives the rights to consumers to protect them against the exploitation in the 
market place like  

- Right to safety  

- Right to information  

- Right to consumer education.  

- Right to redressal  

- Right to choice  

- Right to represent.  

 

Ans-18. The differences between public sector and private sector are: 

Private sector 

1) Enterprises are owned and controlled by individual or by group of individuals. 

2) Production is undertaken in motive to earn profit. 

3) Prices are determined by market forces of demand and supply. 

Public sector 



1) Enterprises are owned and controlled by the government. 

2) Production is undertaken for social welfare. 

3) Prices are determined by central authority. 

 

Ans-19.  The technology in the 19th century made the trade very easier and smooth. When the refrigerated ships 
arrived, they helped in the export of meat because in the early days, the animals were used to export in the ships, 
but there were many problems like the dying of animals and the price of meat was high that only rich people could 
afford it. Now with the help of refrigerated ships, all these problems are vanished and prices of the stuff have 
reduced. Moreover, the railway services are also improved and the grains from one place to another could be 
easily transported.  

OR 

Many of the Indian entrepreneurs, especially those who played an important role in the industrial development of 
India in the latter half of the 19th century, made their fortune in the Opium trade with China. The British exported 
opium to China in exchange of tea for the British markets. Many of the Indian entrepreneurs provided services like 
finance, supply procurement and shipping of consignments in this trade. This enabled some, like Dwarkanath 
Tagore, to invest in the fledgling industry in India. Though their investments sank in the business crises of 1840s, in 
the latter of the 19th century, they invested heavily in industrial units. In Bombay, industrialists like Dinshaw Petit 
and Jamsetjee Nusserwanjee Tata accumulated capital partly through the trade with China and partly through the 
raw cotton trade with England. Famous industrialists like Seth Hukumchand and the father and grandfather of G.D. 
Birla too earned their fortune in the Opium trade. Some merchants from the province of Madras had trade links 
with Burma while others had with Middle East and East Africa. There were other players too who were not 
involved in the export business and instead earned their buck by providing services like goods transport, 
transferring of funds between cities, banking and finance within India. When investment opprtunities appeared in 
the industrial sector, many of them set up industrial units. 

 

Ans-20 (a) The sense of collective belonging came partly through the experience of united struggles and growing 
anger among people against the colonial government.(b) But there were also a variety of cultural processes 
through which nationalism captured people‘s imagination : 

(1) The identity of the nation symbolised in a figure or image of Bharat Mata created through literature, songs, 
paintings etc. 

(2) Movement to revive Indian folklore to enhance nationalist sentiments. 

(3) Role of icons and symbols in unifying people and inspiring in them a feeling of nationalism. 

(4) Creating a feeling of nationalism was through reinterpretation of history.  

OR 

Mahatma Gandhi was the leader who guided India towards independence. His contribution to the Indian 
freedom movement cannot be measured in words. He, along with other freedom fighters, compelled 



the British to leave India. His policies and agendas were non-violent and his words were the source of 
inspiration for millions. He led movements like the Non-Cooperation movement, Civil Disobedience 
movement, Quit India movement etc. to throw out the British rule from India. 

 

Ans-21. Erosion occurs when the top soil is swept away by natural or man-made forces. Wind, water, and ice all 
play a part in erosion. It can be caused by natural forces or can be man-made. Ways to control soil erosion are: 

1. Use of soil according to its capability.  
2. Control runoff before it develops into an erosive force. 
3. Protect the soil surface with some form of cover. 

OR 

Differences between conventional and non-conventional sources of energy are 

Conventional Sources Non-conventional Sources 

Conventional sources of energy 
(e.g. coal, petroleum and 
natural gas) are non-renewable 
sources of energy. 

Non-conventional sources of 
energy (e.g. solar and wind 
energy) are renewable sources 
of energy. 

They have been in use since a 
long time. For example, 
firewood and coal have been in 
use since a long time. 

These sources have recently 
developed and are still 
developing. For example, the 
technology of producing 
electricity from solar panels has 
recently developed. 

Most of these energy sources 
(e.g. coal and firewood) cause 
pollution when used. 

They do not cause any pollution 
(e.g. solar energy, geothermal 
energy etc.) 

They are common and widely 
used sources (e.g. thermal 
power). 

They are comparatively new 
sources of energy and hence are 
not widely used. For example, 
solar panels and wind mills are 
not widely used. 

  

Ans-22.  Ways to prevent environmental degradation: 

1. Ensure sustainable and equitable use of resources without degrading the environment or risking health or safety 

2. Prevent and control degradation of land, water, vegetation and air 



3. Conserve and enhance natural and man-made heritage, including biological diversity of unique ecosystems 

4. Improve condition and productivity of degraded areas 

5. Raise awareness and understanding of the link between environment and development 

6. Promote individual and community participation 

7. Promote international cooperation 

 

Ans-23. Feminist movement was a radical movement which demanded equality for women in personal and family 
life apart from politics, society and educational field.  

The political demands of Feminist movements in India were: 

 (a) More women representatives in local government.  

(b) More political representatives for women by having elected women representatives. 

 (c) Reserving at least one-third of the seats in Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies for women. 

 

Ans-24.   ● In a democracy, people have the right to choose their rulers and have control over the rules. If they 
don't work properly then people can overthrow them. 

● Whenever possible and necessary, citizens should be able to participate in decision making, that affects them 

 all. Thus democracy produces an accountable government. 

● Democracy is a government that is attentive to the needs and demands of the people and is largely free of 
corruption. 

● Democracy should not frustrate the needs of the people and ignore the demands of the majority of the 
population. Thus it is responsive.  

● Democratic government is a legitimate government. It is people's own government .People elect the rulers. The 
party that gets majority seat in the legislature forms the government. If they lose the majority, they have to resign. 

OR 

The challenges faced by the political parties in India are as follows:  

1. LACK OF INTERNAL DEMOCRACY: Although democracy functions with the help of political party but very often 
lack of internal democracy within the party can be seen.  Generally, the power within the party is concentrated in 
the hands of one or two leaders. Even they do not conduct elections for office bearers or keep membership 
registers. Ordinary members neither get any inside information of the party nor can the influence the decision 
within the party. The members are generally dissatisfied with the leaders. 



2. DYNASTIC SUCCESSION: The biggest challenge between the political parties is the issue of dynastic succession. 
These parties do not have transparent functioning that is why the leaders always try to give unfair advantage to 
their family members. Hence, a political party remains under the control of one family.. we can take the examples 
of Congress, SAD, RJD, DMK, etc. 

3. MONEY AND MUSCLE POWER: 

Another challenge which political parties face is the increased role of money and muscle power especially at the 
time of elections. Parties try to nominate that person as the candidate who is either rich or has sufficient muscle 
power behind him. Due to this, criminals are given tickets from national parties to win majority in elections. 

4. LACK OF MEANINGFUL CHOICE:  Political party generally discuss problems which the country is facing and their 
policy to resolve that problem. They always try to convince the general masses that their policies are better than 
the other parties. Differences arise only on priority of issue and how these policies are framed. All the political 
parties are same in one way or the other that is why people don't have any meaningful choice among them. 

 

Ans-25.  The NREGA was initiated with the objective of "enhancing livelihood security in rural areas by providing at 
least 100 days of guaranteed wage employment in a financial year, to every household whose adult members 
volunteer to do unskilled manual work". 

The objectives of implementing the NREGA 2005 are: 

1. To increase the income and employment of people. 

2. Every state/region can develop tourism, regional craft, IT etc. for additional employment. 

3. The central government made a law implementing the right to work in 200 districts. 

4. NREGA aims to provide employment of 100 days. If it fails to do so, it will give unemployment allowances to the 
people. 

OR 

Liberalisation of the economy means to free it from direct or physical controls or restrictions imposed by the 
government. It can be similar to deregulation. 

Measures of liberalisation taken by the Government of India are: 

1. Exemption of industries from licensing – All industries except alcohol, hazardous chemicals, cigarettes, drugs, 
electronic aerospace and explosives are exempted from industrial licensing. 

2. Expansion of industries - There is no ceiling for capital. Industries can expand according to the needs of the 
market.  

3. Freedom of production - Producers can produce goods of their own choice. 

4. Concept of MRTP is not applicable - The companies can make their own investment decisions and expansion 
plans. 



5. The investment limit of small industries has been increased - The investment limit of small scale industries has 
been raised to one crore. So they can modernize their industries. 

6. Inviting direct foreign investment - Indian firms can invite foreign investors to invest in their industries to 
expand and enlarge their business. 

 

Ans-26 

 


